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Sermon for Mother’s Day 

 

A Mother’s Love 

When God created mothers, he gave them a special heart. 
The love, care and protection of little ones is indeed 
amazing. Even in the animal world you have to be 
impressed.   When I was on a hiking trail with a tour guide in 
Yellowstone, the tour guide said, there goes a mother fox.   I 
had to ask how she could tell in just a second that it was 
mother fox and not just a fox. She said when we looked at 
the tail, all the hair was missing. Mother foxes pull the hair 
out of their tales to make a nest for their little ones.   When 
you go hiking in Glacier National Park never get between a 
mother bear and her cubs.   If you do, you will realize how 
quickly she will protect her little ones. What is sad, is human 
mothers who will not care and protect their children like 
animal mothers would. Though none of us have had perfect 
mothers we have all experienced blessings that only God 
could accomplish.  

Text: Proverbs 23:25 
 
May your father and mother be 
glad; may she who gave you 
birth rejoice!    
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As we began this service I brought together some of the 
passages concerning what God has to say about mothers 
and their children. Being a mother is indeed a special 
blessing from God, but being in this sinful world it is also a 
source of heart ache. As our nation pauses and remembers 
mothers today, may we consider, The Heartaches and Joys 
of Mothers.   

When King Solomon wrote the words of our text, they were 
address to a child. May your father and mother be glad; may 
she who gave you birth rejoice!   To bring joy to a home God 
in his wisdom also established the fourth commandment 
which was repeated in the New Testament: (Eph 6:2 NIV)  
"Honor your father and mother"--which is the first 
commandment with a promise--   Whether we are children or 
mothers, God’s word has a special message for us.  

When we begin the discussion about mothers, we must 
remember it all begins with God. In his wisdom he made 
male and female.   Adam would reflect that his wife would be 
called Eve the mother of all the living. What a joy! When sin 
came into the world then heartaches would come.   As Eve 
would hear: (Gen 3:16 NIV)  To the woman he said, "I will 
greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will 
give birth to children.   What heartache! Only mothers can 
truly understand what that verse means. But there is another 
side in this sinful world which those who wish to be mothers 
really struggle.   Why is it that God opens the womb of some 
and closes the womb for others?   Why does one who 
doesn’t want a child find themselves expecting and those 
who long for a child still are waiting?  Heartaches of 
motherhood. 

Along with this can come such a massive amount of guilt! 
Why am I a stuck with a child? What did I do that I can’t have 
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a child?   Then added to that there can be so much guilt that 
a mother places upon themselves that God does not even 
put there. There is guilt with trying to balance schedules, 
responsibilities, children, husband, work in the home, work 
outside the home, sleepless nights, always tired and the lost 
feeling of having done nothing right.   Added to that there are 
the times when their own sinful, selfish flesh neglected their 
responsibilities and they chose words and actions that hurt 
the whole family.   Heartaches of motherhood.  

One area the Bible speaks volumes is also the heartache 
disobedient children can bring to a mother. I would hope that 
no mother would feel the pain that Eve felt when Cain killed 
Abel and in a moment she lost both sons.   How long do 
children have to live before they realize the pain and 
heartache they brought into their mother’s heart and soul? 
Sitting up at night waiting for the door to open, sitting at 
home alone waiting for a son or daughter to call from who 
knows where?   But the phone does not ring.   Heartaches of 
motherhood.  

Sin has brought heartaches, but our God was at work to 
bring joy back to mothers and children. Starting with Eve 
who had known a perfect world and then experienced the 
deepest pain in a sinful world, God’s plan was to use a 
mother to bring joy and hope back to this world. Eve heard of 
that plan, a seed of the woman would crush the devil.   This 
was the first promise that Satan would be defeated. Though 
the world waited for centuries, finally God’s plan when it was 
just right, started to unfold. The angel came to Mary with the 
message, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 
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over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 
A mother would then hold in her arms the hope and joy of 
the world. Here was the only mother who had the perfect 
child. Can you imagine a child that never went through the 
terrible twos, or a teenager that never said no, or was always 
ready to help? 

Even as he hung on the cross, Mary experienced the love of 
a son who would make sure his mother was cared for even 
when he would leave this world.   He said, “woman behold 
your son, and son behold your mother.   After that, Jesus 
would do what was necessary to take away all the guilt in the 
hearts of all children and mothers and fathers. So that one 
would hear, “there is no condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus.”  

What a joy to know the Savior has a special message to all 
those mothers whose guilt seems overwhelming. Whether it 
be for failures or perceived failures, mothers turning to Jesus 
find a forgiving love, but even more a special love and care 
for them.   There is a special verse in the book of Isaiah, (Isa 
40:11 NIV)  He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers 
the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he 
gently leads those that have young. Our God is here with his 
wisdom and plans and he knows the thoughts that he has for 
his children, for mothers and fathers. Even though many 
mothers seem to have eyes in back of their heads, they 
cannot watch and be with their children every moment of the 
day.   But our Lord is there. He has his guardian angels 
watching where mothers cannot be.   Only our God can take 
the failures of youth and still turn things out for good.   

When all the troubles and evil in the world surround us, we 
might wonder what the future is for another generation.   But 
when a child is born our God is looking ahead.   He has his 
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plans.   I chose the hymn in particular today for all the 
mothers and fathers with little ones: 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby,       
And feel the pride and joy he gives.               
But greater still the calm assurance,       
This child can face uncertain days because He lives. 

The resurrection of Jesus brings hope and joy to all Christian 
mothers. Jesus is Lord of life and death. Only in the words of 
Jesus can a mother who has to stand next to a grave of their 
child will there be a special peace.   Even in the death of 
child our Savior has a message of hope.  

When a home is blessed with a Christian mother what a joy!   
More than just protecting the body and mind what a joy there 
is in a Christian home for Christian children to experience 
the full love that cared not only for body and mind, but also 
be there for the soul.  Bringing their child to holy baptism, 
reading Bible stories, worshiping together, communing 
together, praying together, what a privilege, what a joy!  
What a blessing when Christian children pause and 
appreciate all that mother has been doing.  

I still have a mother that I can call, that I can visit, that I can 
hold her hand, that I can say, I love you, that I can say, thank 
you for all you did for me. I was given that chance again 
earlier this year.   For those who still have their mothers this 
is the time to say the words that need to be said, the thanks, 
the praise, and the love for the one who gave you life. May 
she who gave you birth rejoice! 


