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AS WE GATHER: The gathering of God’s people of the 

Washington Circuit for worship is one of the ways through 

which Christ sustains His Body, the Church. At times it may 

seem that the Body of Christ is fighting a losing battle against 

the negative and evil forces of the world. In writing to the 

Ephesians, Paul reminds them and us that the ascended Christ 

is Lord of all worlds. His power is ultimate, and His care for 

His people is unassailable. He promises that where He is, 

there His faithful servants will be. With joy, we anticipate our 

own ascension! Welcome to this evening’s service. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, Lord of 

time and of eternity, as we observe with rejoicing the day on 

which Your Son, Jesus Christ, ascended from earth and was 

received at Your right hand, grant us Your grace that we may 

follow at length where He has gone before us. Through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

The Divine Service 

 

OPENING HYMN “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  (Public 

Domain) 

1.  A Hymn of glory let us sing: 

         New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Christ, by a road before untrod, 

         Ascendeth to the throne of God. 



 

3 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2.  The holy apostolic band 

         Upon the Mount of Olives stand; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         And with His followers they see 

         Jesus' resplendent majesty. 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3.  To whom the angels, drawing nigh, 

         "Why stand and gaze upon the sky? 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         This is the Savior!" thus they say; 

         "This is His noble triumph-day." 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4.  "Again shall ye behold Him so 

         As ye today have seen Him go, 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         In glorious pomp ascending high, 

         Up to the portals of the sky." 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5.  Oh, grant us thitherward to tend 

         And with unwearied hearts ascend 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Unto Thy kingdom's throne, where Thou, 

         As is our faith, art seated now. 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6.  Be Thou our Joy and strong Defense 

         Who art our future Recompense: 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         So shall the light that springs from Thee 

         Be ours through all eternity. 
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         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7.  O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

         All praise to Thee let earth accord, 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Who art, while endless ages run, 

         With Father and with Spirit One. 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 21:13; 44:1, 8, 26 

 

Pastor: Be exalted, O LORD, in Your strength! 

People: We will sing and praise Your power. 

 

Pastor: O God, we have heard with our ears, 

People: our fathers have told us, what deeds You 

performed in their days, in the days of old. 

 

Pastor: In God we have boasted continually, 

People: and we will give thanks to Your name 

forever. 

 

Pastor: Rise up; come to our help! 

People: Redeem us for the sake of Your steadfast 

love! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
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Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, 

our gracious heavenly Father.  

 

People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we 

are sinful people. We are by nature unclean 

and are given to sinful thoughts, sinful 

words, and sinful deeds. We have 

transgressed Your law in many ways, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not lived as Your redeemed 

people and have not put You first in our 

lives. We beg for Your forgiveness and love. 

Grant us true repentance and reconciliation 

with those from whom we are separated and 

estranged, that with renewed hearts and lives 

we may continue our earthly journeys with 

hope and confidence. 

 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who turn 

to Him in repentance. In the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. The God of 

peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will 

surely do it. Be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 
 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right 

hand, 
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     until I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change His 

mind, 

“You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

     He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

KYRIE (Sung to LW 254) 

Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 

Have mercy, Christ, our King. 

Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 

Accept the prayers we bring. 

 
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678–1727. Public domain. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE (Psalm 103) “Praise, My Soul, the 

King of Heaven” (Public Domain) 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to his feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

Praise him for his grace and favor 

to his people in distress. 
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Praise him, still the same as ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows. 

In his hand he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet his mercy flows! 

Angels, help us to adore him; 

you behold him face to face. 

Sun and moon, bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace!  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and 

continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1–11 (Jesus goes to heaven, and 

He will return as He left.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 47 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all you nations; 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

People: For the Lord Most High is awesome, 

the great King over all the earth. 

Pastor: He subdued nations under us, 

peoples under our feet. 

People: He chose our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Pastor: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 

to our King, sing praises. 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

People: God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

Pastor: The nobles of the nations assemble 

as the people of the God of Abraham, for the 

kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly 

exalted. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 (Our ascended Lord is at the 

right hand of God!) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
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People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b  
 

People: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: We know that Christ being raised from the dead 

will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over Him. Alleluia! Behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age. 

 

People: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 (Jesus ascended to heaven, 

and His disciples responded with joy.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

THE APOSTLE CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary; Suffered and died under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 

dead and buried; He descended into Hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 



 

10 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is 

Glorious” (sung to Worcester) 

 

1.  Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious; 

         See the Man of Sorrows now! 

         From the fight returned victorious, 

         Every knee to Him shall bow. 

         Crown Him! Crown Him! 

         Crowns become the Victor's brow. 

 

2.  Crown the Savior! Angels, crown Him! 

         Rich the trophies Jesus brings; 

         On the seat of power enthrone Him 

         While the vault of heaven rings. 

         Crown Him! Crown Him! 

         Crown the Savior King of kings. 

 

3.  Sinners in derision crowned Him, 

         Mocking thus the Savior's claim; 

         Saints and angels crowd around Him, 

         Own His title, praise His name. 

         Crown Him! Crown Him! 

         Spread abroad the Victor's fame! 

 

4.  Hark, those bursts of acclamation! 

         Hark, those loud triumphant chords! 

         Jesus takes the highest station; 

         Oh, what joy the sight affords! 

         Crown Him! Crown Him! 
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         King of kings and Lord of lords! 

 

SERMON – Rev. Tim Brown – St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Beaufort 

 

OFFERING: (All Offerings for the Washington Circuit 

Student Aid Fund) 

 

OFFERTORY “Lord of Glory, Who hast Bought Us” 

  

1.  Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee 

         Gladly, freely, of Thine own; 

         With the sunshine of Thy goodness 

         Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

         Till our cold and selfish natures, 

         Warmed by Thee, at length believe 

         That more happy and more blessed 

         'Tis to give than to receive. 

 

2.  Wondrous honor hast Thou given 

         To our humblest charity 

         In Thine own mysterious sentence, 

         "Ye have done it unto Me." 

         Can it be, O gracious Master, 

         Thou dost deign for alms to sue, 

         Saying by Thy poor and needy, 

         "Give as I have given to you"?  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH – Pastor Zastrow – 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Port Hudson  

 

 LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
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 Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

Crown him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns  

All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless king 

Through all eternity. 

Crown him the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

Which now his brow adorn; 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

The Babe of Bethlehem. 

Crown him the Lord of love. 

Behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above,  
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In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their burning eyes 

At mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

Who triumphed over the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife  

For those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring  

And lives that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 

The potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, 

Ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

For thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail 

Throughout eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of heaven, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown him the king to whom is given 

The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns 

As thrones before him fall; 

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

For he is king of all. 

CLOSING COLLECT 
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Pastor: Gracious Lord, You ascended into heaven to 

prepare a place for us at the feast of the Lamb. 

You have given us a foretaste of that banquet, 

and we praise and thank You. Keep our focus 

on You, as You continue to reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE BALLOON LIFT 

 

THE DOXOLOGY (a capella) 

 

1.  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

         Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

         Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host: 

         Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: God the Father preserve you; 

our ascended  Lord Jesus be gracious to you; 

the Holy Spirit give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Abide With Me” (a capella) 

 

Abide with me, fast falls the even tide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 



 

15 

flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

Pastors:   

Rev. Paul Landgraf, St. John – Drake and Pilgrim, Freedom 

Rev. William Zastrow, Ebenezer – Port Hudson  

Rev. David Roth, Mount Calvary – Bell and Zion 

Owensville 

Rev. Tim Brown, St. John’s, Beaufort 

 

Thank you: We thank all who attended our Washington 

Circuit Worship. We especially thank the Ebenezer’s Sunday 

School Teachers, Board of Education, and Board of Elders 

who helped make this evening possible. 


