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AS WE GATHER: Often as we look around each day, we 

fail to see all good things as blessings coming from the hand 

of the Lord. From the simple to the complex, the major to the 

minor, all that is beneficial for our bodies, lives, and spirits, 

we can sum up in thanksgiving and continued requests when 

we pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Yet in our 

Lenten journey, we also are called to see and know the eternal 

and life-giving bread given for us in and through our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. His proclamation “I am the bread of 

life,” would come to its fulfillment in His giving of His body 

and blood on Maundy Thursday, His Passion, and His death. 

From the earthly to the eternal, we pray continually for the 

Lord to give us this season, and every season, our daily and 

life-giving bread. 

 

HYMN “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LW 94 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 



3 

 

OPENING VERSES  Psalm 147:1–11 

 

Pastor: Even in this penitential, reflective, and somber 

season of Lent, we gather in worship and praise 

as we journey with Jesus to the cross. As we see 

the Lord give us all we need for this body and 

life through “daily bread,” we join with the 

psalmist in thanksgiving to the Creator and 

Provider of all things. 

 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises 

to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of 

praise is fitting. 

People: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers 

the outcasts of Israel. 

Pastor: He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds. 

People: He determines the number of the stars; He 

gives to all of them their names. 

Pastor: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His 

understanding is beyond measure. 

People: The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the 

wicked to the ground. 

Pastor: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make 

melody to our God on the lyre! 

People: He covers the heavens with clouds; He 

prepares rain for the earth; He makes grass 

grow on the hills. 

Pastor: He gives to the beasts their food, and to the 

young ravens that cry. 

People: His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

nor His pleasure in the legs of a man, 

Pastor: but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear 

Him, in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: We come before You, heavenly Father, as 

people who do not always see all things from 

You. Often we think only about ourselves who 

have earned, achieved, and attained the 

blessings in our lives. Drawing our hearts and 

minds to Your continued provision, forgive us 

for our selfishness and help us to humbly pray, 

People: Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

Pastor: We come before You, heavenly Father, in this 

penitent season of Lent, ashamed and aware that 

we have not always recognized nor given 

thanks for Jesus, the bread of life. We have at 

times been apathetic to Your Word of life, we 

have not sought to be fed by His life-giving 

bread, and we have sought other ways to find 

fulfillment and peace. We seek Your 

forgiveness, that we may cling to bread that 

lasts in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Hear 

us as we pray, 

People: Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Jesus, resisting all temptation, said, “Man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God,” and, “The 

bread of God is He who comes down from 

heaven and gives life to the world.” We have 

been given life through the death of Jesus, as 

God has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
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called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LW 94 

 

Thou hast borne the smiting only 

         That my wounds might all be whole; 

         Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

         Rest to give my weary soul; 

         Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

         Blessing unto me securing. 

         Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

         Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

  Heavenly Father, all good things come from 

Your creating and providing hand, the greatest 

of these being Your own Son, the living bread 

from heaven, who would give Himself for the 

life of the world. Continue to bless us in this 

Lenten time to find our sustenance and new life 

in Him alone, Your Son and our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, the Lord. 

 

People: Amen.  
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 WORD  

 

FIRST READING Exodus 16:4–21 (Israelites are given 

bread from heaven.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR 

 

SECOND READING John 6:51–69 (“The bread that I will 

give for the life of the world is My flesh.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Our Father, Who From Heaven Above” 

LW 431 

 

1. Our Father! who from Heav'n above 

Bidst us to live in constant Love 

As Brethren, and in Truth to join, 

T'adore this Father-Name of thine, 

Grant we may always pray to Thee 

In Spirit and Sincerity. 

 

2  On us our daily Bread bestow, 

From thee alone all Blessings flow. 

External Plenty cannot be 

A Blessing, but when bless'd by thee. 

On thee, our FATHER, we rely, 

That thou wilt all our wants supply. 

 

SERMON Seasons of Thanks for Simple Things– Fourth 

Petition 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “We Give You but Your Own” LW 405  

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

 

PRAYERS 
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Pastor: Our Father in heaven, we come to You in prayer 

for the people of God and for all people 

according to their needs. We come before You 

in thanksgiving for bread that never spoils, that 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, the bread of life, has 

given Himself for the life of the world. Keep us 

ever firm in the faith that we may go to Him 

alone for the sustenance of our souls and the 

foretaste of the feast to come. We pray, 

People: give us this day our daily bread. 

 

Pastor: Our Father in heaven, all we have, all we see, 

and all we are come from You. Bless our 

stewardship and managing of all You have 

entrusted to us for the furthering of Your Word 

of life. Help us to be a blessing to others, 

having care and compassion for those who are 

in want and need. Realizing all we have and 

need for this body and life are a gift from You, 

we pray, 

People: give us this day our daily bread. 

 

Pastor: Our Father in heaven, as many near and dear to 

us face trials and illnesses, grant Your comfort 

and peace upon them that their faith may remain 

firm. Give to them what is needful, and we pray 

for Your healing according to Your will. For 

our own health and well-being, we pray, 

People: give us this day our daily bread. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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CATECHISM REFLECTION Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

Pastor: We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day 

our daily bread.” What does this mean?  

People: God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, 

but we pray in this petition that God would 

lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 

bread with thanksgiving. 

 

Pastor: What is meant by daily bread? 

People: Daily bread includes everything that has to 

do with the support and needs of the body, 

such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, 

home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 

husband or wife, devout children, devout 

workers, devout and faithful rulers, good 

government, good weather, peace, health, 

self-control, good reputation, good friends, 

faithful neighbors, and the like. 

 

Pastor: We pray this petition, and all petitions, in the 

prayer our Lord has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 
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 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION John 6:35, 40 

 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever 

comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in Me shall never thirst. . . . Everyone 

who looks on the Son and believes in Him 

should have eternal life.” The blessing of our 

true almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and go with you, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Beautiful Savior” LW 507 

 

Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love thee, 

Truly I’d serve thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, 

Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flowers of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

Fair is the sunshine, 
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Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be thine! 
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