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AS WE GATHER: The Second Petition of the Lord’s 

Prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” answers any and all doubt we 

may have about who is really in control of our life, 

circumstances, and destiny. When we become aware of how 

out of control things may be, we worry and despair. But when 

we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” our heavenly Father gives us 

His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His Holy 

Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

In other words, God’s kingdom, His control, comes as our 

faith in Him is strengthened by hearing His Word and 

promises. 

 

HYMN – “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LW 381 (stanzas 

1&2) 

  

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING VERSES   
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Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, 

for You are the God of my salvation. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, 

protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

Pastor: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, 

leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, 

protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, 

for You are the God of my salvation. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, 

protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, Your rule extends over the 

heavens and the earth. You promise to take care 

of all things, both big and small, knowing even 

the number of hairs on our head. Yet in our 

rebelliousness, we often doubt Your care and 

protection. Lord, help us to pray, 

People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: We often worry and are anxious about many 

things. By our sinful nature, we reject Your 

loving providence. Lord, forgive us for these 

sins of doubt and unbelief. Lord, 

People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may 

walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy 

name. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: The Holy God has in His mercy sent His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” (sung to Valet will ich dir 

geben LW 102 ) 

 

Preserve your Word, O Savior, 

To us this latter day, 

And let your kingdom flourish; 

Enlarge your Church, we pray. 

Oh, keep our faith from failing; 

Keep hope’s bright star aglow. 

Let nothing from truth turn us 

While living here below. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

  Heavenly Father, You rule all things, but 

without Your help, we are rebellious creatures. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we may be 

strengthened in faith and lead godly lives each 
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day until we see Your eternal throne; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

People: Amen.  

 WORD  

 

FIRST READING 1 Timothy 6:12–16 (The Good 

Confession) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR 

 

SECOND READING John 18:28–37 (Jesus before Pilate) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Our Father, Who From Heaven Above” 

LW 431 

 

1. Our Father! who from Heav'n above 

Bidst us to live in constant Love 

As Brethren, and in Truth to join, 

T'adore this Father-Name of thine, 

Grant we may always pray to Thee 

In Spirit and Sincerity. 

 

2  Thy Kingdom come; - by thy bless'd Word, 

And HOLY SPIRIT, so rule us LORD, 

That as thy faithful Subjects, we 

May more and more submit to thee, 

Keep and encrease thy Church; destroy 

Whate'er thy Kingdom would annoy. 

 

SERMON Seasons of Wondering Who’s in Control – Second 

Petition 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “We Give You but Your Own” LW 405  

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

Pastor:  Our Father in heaven, 
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People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, may we never be deceived 

into thinking that we can bring God’s kingdom 

to earth. May we believe that through Word and 

Sacrament God reveals His kingdom to us. 

Heavenly Father, 

People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we often doubt Your loving 

care and protection. Strengthen our faith so that 

we rest securely in Your promises. Help us not 

to doubt, but believe. Heavenly Father, 

People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, help us to make use of 

opportunities to hear Your Word and receive 

the Sacrament. Help us to lead godly lives to the 

glory of Your holy name. Heavenly Father, 

People: Thy kingdom come. 

 

Pastor: Our Father in heaven, into Your hands we 

commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

CATECHISM REFLECTION Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

Pastor: We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom 

come.” What does this mean? 

People: The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself 

without our prayer, but we pray in this 

petition that it may come to us also. 

 

Pastor: How does God’s kingdom come? 
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People: God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly 

Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by 

His grace we believe His holy Word and lead 

godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

 

Pastor: We pray this petition, and all petitions, in the 

prayer our Lord has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “The Day Thou Gavest” HS98 904 
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