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AS WE GATHER: As soon as Jesus leaves the Jordan after 

His Baptism, the Spirit leads Him into the wilderness. This 

marks the opening skirmish between Him and Satan, and the 

war is on! The conclusion comes when the devil thinks it is 

“an opportune time,” as Jesus dies. But by dying, He destroys 

death, and all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved, 

Paul assures us in the Epistle. God kept His promises as He 

led the people to the Promised Land, the psalmist relies on 

Him for all things, and so do we as the battles in our lives 

continue, even though the war has been won. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, Your Son 

was victorious over sin, death, and the devil, from His first 

temptation to His death on the cross. Strengthen our faith so 

that we may rely on You, our protective refuge, in every time 

of trial; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “The Son of God Goes Forth to War”  LW 304;  ”  

 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People:    Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 91:2, 5; 

Deuteronomy 26:10; Luke 4:4, 8; Romans 10:13 

 

Pastor: With the psalmist we say to the Lord, “My 

refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 

trust.” 

People: But we confess that we do not always trust 

that He will protect us from “the terror of 

the night” and other physical and spiritual 

harm. 
 

Pastor: With the Israelites after their first harvest in the 

Promised Land, we “bring the first of the fruit” 

which the Lord has given us. 

People: But we confess that we often take the 

blessings around us for granted and fail to 

thank Him with the best of what He has 

graciously given us. 
 

Pastor: With our Lord Jesus, we respond to temptation, 

saying, “It is written.” 

People: But we confess that we have not read God’s 

Word diligently enough, nor do we always 

oppose temptations when they come. 

 

Pastor: The Epistle promises that “everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Let us 

therefore confidently go to God, asking His 

forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-

examination. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
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People: we confess that we are by nature sinful. We 

have failed to love You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We have considered ourselves 

better than others; we have expected You to 

bless us in all things. For the sake of Jesus 

Christ, Your Son and our Lord, forgive us, 

and by the power of Your Holy Spirit cleanse 

our hearts and minds that we might walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: Christ Jesus, true man and true God, was 

obedient to His Father in all things and in our 

place. By His death He destroyed death, and by 

His rising opened eternal life to all who trust in 

Him for forgiveness. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. May God strengthen you in your Lenten 

journey toward the joys of Easter. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 91:1–13; antiphon: v. 1 

 

Pastor: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

People: will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Pastor: I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my 

fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust.” 

For He will deliver you from the snare of the 

fowler 

and from the deadly pestilence. 
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People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Pastor: He will cover you with His pinions, 

and under His wings you will find refuge; 

His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

You will not fear the terror of the night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day, 

nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 

Pastor: A thousand may fall at your side, 

ten thousand at your right hand, 

but it will not come near you. 

You will only look with your eyes 

and see the recompense of the wicked. 

People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Pastor: Because you have made the LORD your 

dwelling place— 

the Most High, who is my refuge— 

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

no plague come near your tent. 

People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Pastor: For He will command His angels concerning 

you 
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to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

the young lion and the serpent you will trample 

underfoot. 

People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

KYRIE  
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Your mercy show us, Lord, our God. Oh, 

hear us as we pray. 

Unto us grant Your mercy, Lord, Your peace 

at end of day. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Your mercy show us, Lord, our God. Oh, 

hear us as we pray. 

Unto us grant Your mercy, Lord, Your peace 

at end of day. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Your mercy show us, Lord, our God. Oh, 

hear us as we pray. 

Unto us grant Your mercy, Lord, Your peace 

at end of day. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
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People: Your mercy show us, Lord, our God. Oh, 

hear us as we pray. 

Unto us grant Your mercy, Lord, Your peace 

at end of day. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LW 180 

 

Our God, our help in ages past,  

Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our eternal home. 

Under the shadow of your throne 

Your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, 

And our defense is sure. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people 
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through the wilderness and brought them to the 

Promised Land. 

People: Guide the people of Your Church that 

following our Savior we may walk through 

the wilderness of this world toward the glory 

of the world to come; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1–11 

(First fruits shall be given at the end of the journey.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2  

 

People: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b–13 (The Word is near you.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1–13 (Jesus defeats the devil in the 

wilderness.) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” LW 362 

 

SERMON   

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,          

and renew a right spirit within me,        

Cast me not away from Thy presence;          
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and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.             

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;          

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father” HS98 888 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Thy holy Word we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life which You have given us in our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 1. Copyright © 

2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 



11 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad that you are here for worship services on this 

First Sunday in Lent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our worship services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon! Please sign the guest register near the 

front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Valentines Day is celebrated on February 14
th

. It is not 

recognized as a church Feast Day but it is a good time to 

focus on love for one another in our response to the greatest 

love of all: “That God so loved the world that He gave His 

one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him should 

have everlasting life.” (John 3:16). We wish everyone a 

Happy Valentine’s Day. 

 
 

Ebenezer Mission Society - The Ebenezer Mission Society 

will meet Monday night, February 15.  We will begin sewing 

rice bags at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. 
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Easter Lilies – As stated in the bulletin last Sunday, it’s time 

to start thinking about Easter.  Please let Mary Sprick know 

by next Sunday, February 21
st
 if you’d like to order an Easter 

Lily in memory or honor of someone to be displayed at 

Church on Easter.  Each Lily will be $8.00 and purchased 

from Seitter’s Flower Market.  There is an insert in today’s 

bulletin.  Please fill it out and return to Mary. 

 

Lenten Services will be Wednesday, February 17. 

At 10:00 AM the service will be in the church fellowship hall 

At 7:00 PM we will be having regular Lenten Services in the 

church. 

 

This year our Lenten services will be concentrated on the 

Lord’s Prayer. Throughout the next weeks, my hope and 

prayer is that this prayer taught us by our Lord will envelop 

your life and your lifestyle and will be an antidote and a 

blessing for your pain and your guilt and your humility and 

your arrogance and your need and your relationships and . . . 

well, will envelop you as you recall the grace of Jesus. For, 

you see, the Lord’s Prayer is “A Prayer for All Seasons,” no 

matter in what season of life you find yourself. 

 

Food Bank - Food was distributed this past week to families 

that are in need. Please drop off your nonperishable items at 

the back of the church. When there is a collection of food that 

is sizable it will be distributed. Thank you to all our members 

who give food to our food bank. There is a great need at this 

time of year. Also a donation was made of coats and blankets 

which also distributed this week.  

 

A check for $1,486.00 from our church was given to Barb 

Bohm to help her recover from the lost of her home after the 

devastating flood in Union late December. We thank the 
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congregation and many friends who helped Barb at this time 

of her need. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries – There are still some envelopes 

on the table at the back of Church to make a donation to 

Lutheran Hour Ministries.  Ebenezer uses many Lutheran 

Hour materials in Bible Studies and devotionals.  Please put 

your donation in the envelope and place it in the collection 

plate.  You can still do this next Sunday.  Thank you! 

 
ALUMINUM RECYCLE TO CONTINUE AGAIN - We 

are pleased to report that we will be recycling aluminum cans 

again. There is a center in Union off of Hwy A that accepts 

aluminum. It is called Union Recycling at 141 Independence 

Drive. If you have aluminum cans to donate please place 

them in the smoke house behind church or if you have a small 

amount they may be placed in the kitchen (there is a container 

marked recycle cans). Thank you so much for your help. The 

funds from the aluminum recycle will continue to go toward 

our recycle for missionaries project. 

 

Ladies Aid Reminder – The next meeting will be Friday, 

March 4
th

 at 1:30 PM. All Ladies are welcome to join us for 

our first meeting in 2016.    

 

Pork Sausage Dinner – The Men’s Club of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church, New Haven, Missouri, would like to invite 

our congregation to its Annual Pork Sausage Feast on 

February 28, 2016. Serving will be from 12:00 PM to 5:00 

PM. The cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children (6-

12). Children under 5 eat free. A Country Store will be 

Sponsored by Bethlehem’s Ladies Aid. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday                      Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday                         Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday                 Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday                     Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                                   Dianne Luechtefeld 

                                                       and Jane Redhage 

Acolytes                                        Cierra Donatti 

                                                       Tyler Kasmann 

                                                       Ava Monzyk 

Bell Ringer                                    Cody Adams 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions               $1,924.00 

Plate                                                 101.00 

Sunday School                                  23.57 

Barb Bolm Fund                             100.00 

                                                     $2,148.57 

 

Attendance:    Saturday Worship     28 

                         Sunday Worship        72 

Sunday School        Children    6 

                                  Adults      21 

 

Ash Wednesday Service: 

Ash Wednesday Offerings            $350.00 

Weekly Offerings                             120.00 

Sunday School                                    20.00 

Plate                                                    16.03 

                                                         $506.03 

Attendance 

Morning Worship           13 

Evening Worship            38 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday                   Presidents’ Day 

   Ebenezer Mission Society 

                                Sew rice bags   6:30 PM  

                            Meeting  7:30 PM 

Wednesday              Worship in fellowship hall 

                               10:00 AM 

                                Confirmation  6:30 PM 

Choir  6:45 PM 

Worship  7:00 PM       

Thursday                Adult Confirmation  6:00 PM 

Saturday                 Worship with Holy Communion 

3:00 PM 

                            Dining hall reserved – Cub Scouts 

                       

 

 

 

 

  


