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AS WE GATHER: We submit ourselves to the discipline of 

Lent, a time for catechesis: learning and growing in the faith. 

We will hear from the Third Chief Part of the Catechism, the 

Lord’s Prayer. As this first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is 

all about facing up to and confessing our sin and need of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation, we begin with the Fifth 

Petition, “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.” It’s the second half of that sentence 

that concerns us. Can we say we have honestly forgiven 

someone who has hurt us if we then stay away from that 

person in the future? The first effect of sin is separation. 

Forgiveness is serious business both for our eternal destiny 

and for our daily peace. With ashes, we remember that on our 

own we are perishing—our sins are killing us. But we have 

this promise: if we confess our sins, God, who is merciful and 

just, will forgive our sins. 

 

HYMN – “Lord Jesus, Think On Me” LW 231 

 

 Lord Jesus, think on me 

 And purge away my sin; 

 From selfish passions set me free 

 And make me pure within. 
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 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me your loving servant be 

And taste your promised rest. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 

Point our your chosen way. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me 

That, when the flood is past, 

I may the eternal brightness see 

And share your joy at last. 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  

 

People:  Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a 

true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our Help is 

in the name of the Lord. 

 

People:  Who made heaven and earth.  

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord.  

People: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  
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O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended you and justly deserved your 

punishment now and forever. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray you of your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

 

Pastor:  Upon this your confession I, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and 

by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

People: Amen. 

 

The pastor, choir and acolytes receive ashes first, followed by 

the congregation. Using the right thumb, the pastor   places 

the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the 

cross, saying: 

 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his or her 

place in silence.     

 

HYMN (Morning) “Savior When In Dust You” LW 93  

 

Savior, when in dust to you 

Low we bow in homage due; 

When, repentant, to the skies 
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Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

Oh, by all you pains and woe 

Suffered once for us below, 

Bending from your throne on high, 

Hear our penitential cry! 

 

CHOIR (Evening) “Savior When In Dust You” 

 

INTROIT Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: Psalm 51:17 

 

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 

not despise. 

Men: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; 

according to Your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. 

Women: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

     and cleanse me from my sin! 

Men:  For I know my transgressions, 

     and my sin is ever before me. 

Women: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

     and renew a right spirit within me. 

Men:  Cast me not away from Your presence, 

     and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Women: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

     and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 

not despise. 
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THE KYRIE  

Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us, 

 Lord have mercy upon us.   

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LW 100 

 

On my heart imprint your image, 

Blessed Jesus, king of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

Never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Holy Lord, 

People: Through ashes, You remind us of our sin and 

mortality. Grant that this season of Lent may 

be a time of repentance as we look to the 

cross of Your Son, confident of our 

forgiveness through Him; 

Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

THE READINGS 

 Joel 2:12–19 (Return to the Lord.) 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 
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All: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,  

the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured 

the cross, despising the shame,  

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 (The discipline of 

Lent: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

sixth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN “We All Believe in One True God” LW 212 

 

We all believe in one true God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever present help in need, 

Praised by all the heavenly host; 

All he made his love enfolds, 

All creation he upholds. 

 

We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from his throne 

And for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death are we 

Rescued from all misery. 

 

We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
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Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and comforts us 

In all trials, fears and needs. 

Blest and holy Trinity, 

Praise forever yours shall be. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Our Father, Who From Heaven Above” 

LW 431 

 

1. Our Father! who from Heav'n above 

Bidst us to live in constant Love 

As Brethren, and in Truth to join, 

T'adore this Father-Name of thine, 

Grant we may always pray to Thee 

In Spirit and Sincerity. 

 

2. Forgive us all our Trespasses, 

That are so great and numberless; 

And make us willing to forgive 

Our Foes, and with them kindly live. 

Let mutual Love and Charity 

Unite thy Christian Family. 

 

SERMON “Seasons of Needing Forgiveness, Fifth Petition 

of the Lord’s Prayer” 

 

OFFERING 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION PAGE 144 

  

COMMUNION HYMN “Draw Near and Take the Body of 

the Lord” LW 240 

 


