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AS WE GATHER: Our response to the proclamation of the 

Gospel is central to our lives. The hometown relatives and 

neighbors of Jesus heard Him proclaim in person that He was 

the fulfillment of the plan of God announced by the prophets. 

He had come among them as God in person. He personally 

comes among us today in Word and Sacrament. Day by day 

and week by week the Scripture is fulfilled in our hearing, 

inviting our response of faith and faithfulness.  

 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, in Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, the hoped-for promise of salvation was 

fully realized. On this day, in this place, help us receive Your 

Word with open and believing hearts while the truth of Your 

redeeming Law and Gospel is proclaimed to us. Let the Spirit 

of the Lord be upon us so that the Scripture once again is 

fulfilled in our hearing. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God, world 

without end. Amen.   

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” LW 82  

 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
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People:    Amen.  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a 

true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

 

People: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 

 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 

 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Psalm 32:5 

 

PEOPLE:  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we 

poor sinners confess unto Thee that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 

sinned against Thee by thought, word, and 

deed.Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace 

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

People:  O most merciful God, who has given Thine 

only begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 

upon us and for His sake grant us remission 

of all our sins; and by the Holy Spirit 

increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of 

Thy will and true obedience to Thy Word, to 

the end, that by Thy grace we may come to 
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everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, hath had 

mercy upon us and hath given His only Son to 

die for us and for His sake forgiveth us all our 

sins. To them that believe on His name  

He giveth the power to become sons of God  

and hath promised them His Holy Spirit.  

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People:  Amen  

 

INTROIT Psalm 102:18–22; antiphon: Psalm 102:13 

 

Pastor: You will arise and have pity on Zion; 

it is the time to favor her; the appointed time 

has come. 

People: Let this be recorded for a generation to 

come, so that a people yet to be created may 

praise the LORD: 

Pastor: that He looked down from His holy height;from 

heaven the LORD looked at the earth, 

People: to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free 

those who were doomed to die, 

Pastor: that they may declare in Zion the name of the 

LORD, and in Jerusalem His praise, 

People: when peoples gather together, 

and kingdoms, to worship the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Sonand to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

You will arise and have pity on Zion; 
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it is the time to favor her; the appointed time 

has come. 

KYRIE 

All: Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us,  

Lord have mercy upon us.   

HYMN OF PRAISE “From All That Dwell Below the 

Skies” LW 440 

From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the creator’s praise arise 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the redeemer’s name be sung 

Through every land by every tongue. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord; 

Eternal truth attends your Word; 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore 

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

All praise to God the Father be, 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee; 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whom with the spirit we adore 

Forever and forever more: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

SALUTATION 

 

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit06.mid
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with your spirit. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look 

upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand 

of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–

10 (Ezra reads the Law of God.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1–2a, 96:8 

 

Pastor: Praise the LORD, all nations! 

Extol Him, all peoples! 

People: For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures 

forever. 

Pastor: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

bring an offering, and come into His courts! 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a (Each of us is a part 

of the Body of Christ.) 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Luke 4:18a 

People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 

has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. 

People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LW 314  
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SERMON “Brought to the Edge of the Cliff” Luke 4:29 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,          

and renew a right spirit within me,        

Cast me not away from Thy presence;          

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.             

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;          

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in 

Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. Celebrating the presence of the Lord 

Jesus Christ through Your Word, we pray for an 

increase of Your Word in our midst, asking that 

God’s messengers may continue to speak with 

power among us and bring all people the good 

news of sins forgiven. Blessed Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 

Pastor: In the same manner that Jesus was faithfully in 

Your house, O God, direct us to love this place 

where Your presence dwells and to cherish the 

fellowship of faith and love that we enjoy as 

God’s holy people. Blessed Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 
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Pastor: Remembering St. Timothy and other leaders of 

the first Christians, we ask a special blessing on 

those who guide the spiritual welfare of God’s 

people. We pray for those who serve in 

leadership positions in our national Synod, our 

district, and our local congregation. Help the 

Church serve You through the apostles’ 

example and witness, enabling us to grow in 

devotion and dedication to Jesus’ name. Blessed 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 

Pastor: In this time of prayer, we also make our 

petitions for the sick, the shut-in, and all who 

are in need of our intercession, that their prayers 

may be answered and that they may be 

supported by God’s people with care. Blessed 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 

Pastor: In humility, we ask that You help us to do the 

work of the Holy Spirit, bringing aid to the poor 

and hope to the oppressed, working for justice 

in our communities and being agents of peace in 

our circles of relationships. Blessed Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 

Pastor: In gratitude, we remember our sisters and 

brothers in Christ whose earthly journeys have 

been completed and who now enjoy the 

promised Sabbath rest. Guide us in the ways 

that honor Your kingdom, past, present, and 

eternal. Blessed Lord, in Your mercy, 
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People: hear our prayer and respond according to 

Your gracious will. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

  

HYMN “The Savior Calls; Let Every Ear” LW 350  

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, in Your kindness, You have 

again granted us peace, pardon, and comfort  

with Your blessed Word. Strengthen us through 

what we have here received and keep us 

steadfast in faith and hope throughout our 

pilgrimage on earth, until we feast as invited 

guests with Christ the Lamb in His kingdom at 

the heavenly banquet. This we ask through 

Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 
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People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 1. Copyright © 

2015 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad that you are here for worship services on this 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany.  May the Lord refresh 

you with peace and love during our worship services.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon! Please sign the 

guest register near the front entrance with your name, 

address and Church affiliation. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

We welcome to our family at Ebenezer Lutheran, Rev. Tom 

Baker, from KFUO Radio host of Law and Gospel. Pastor 

Zastrow is at St. John at Drake and Pilgrim at Freedom. As 

Circuit Visitor, Pastor plans to visit all the congregations of 

the Washington Circuit this year. May our gracious Lord 

bless Rev. Baker today as he leads us in worship. 

 

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting – All members of Ebenezer are 

welcome on Monday to come to our voter’s meeting. At this 

meeting we will we will have election of officers. We will 

also be discussing the picnic this June.  

Officers Ballot: The following have given their consent and 

have been approved by our nomination committee to be on 

the ballot, with the approval and election of the voters’ 

assembly, as officers of our congregation.  Election will be 

Monday, January 25, 7:30 PM at our quarterly voters’ 

meeting. Please participate at this election. 

  

The Election Committee 
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Bryan Adams           

Paul Brune                

David Summers 

 

Board of Elders - Warren Bauche (three year term) 

 

President - Paul Brune (one year term) 

 

Vice President - Wilbert Baumann (one year term) 

 

Secretary - Mark Kassebaum (one year term) 

 

Treasurer - Don Kappelmann (one year term) 

 

Board of Trustees - Bryan Adams (three year term) 

 

Board of Education - Becky Summers (three year term) 

 

Stewardship Committee - Mary Zastrow (three year term) 

 

Evangelism Committee - Nancy Quinn (three year term) 

 

Local Flood Relief for our member, Barb (Helling) Bolm –  

Flooding has been severe all over eastern Missouri and 

western Illinois.  The city of Union was also hit with much 

flooding.  Barb Bolm, a member of Ebenezer, lost her home 

near Church Street in Union.  We will have a benefit dinner 

for her next Sunday, January 31
st
. This will be a free will 

donation. All contributions will be used to help Barb get back 

on her feet.  The dinner will be immediately after Church on 

the 31
st
.  Serving will be until 1:00 PM.  If you would like to 

make a contribution before that time, please make a check to 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church and mark it for Barb Bolm Fund 

and drop it in the offering plate.  Also, a bowl is set on the 

table at the back of Church for your offering as well to help 



13 

 

with this special fund! 

Many people have been asking about the physical needs of 

Barb.  At this time she is still awaiting some sort of 

settlement.  She will be in need of bedding for a queen size 

bed, bath towel sets (Including a hand towel and wash cloth), 

kitchen towels (including dish cloths and pot holders).  If you 

have items that you wish to share with Barb, drop them off at 

the Church basement and we will store them for her until she 

needs them.  Thank you so much for your help! 

 

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions – It’s time to renew your 

subscription or purchase a new subscription to The Lutheran 

Witness.  The new year begins with the April, 2016 issue.  

The cost of each subscription is $15.96.  Checks are to be 

made out to Ebenezer.  The opportunity to sign up will only 

last through today – January 24
th

.  Please let Mary Sprick 

know by today if you’d like to subscribe to The Lutheran 

Witness.  There is an envelope included in the box of your 

contribution envelopes. 

 

Know the Bible Now! 

by Rev. Edward Engelbrecht  

(Former Member of Ebenezer Lutheran Church) 

 

The Bible is both incredibly simple and wonderfully 

complex! If you are new to Christianity (or even if you grew 

up surrounded by the Holy Scriptures), it’s normal that your 

days are filled with faith questions—questions that reveal a 

desire to dig deeper into God’s Word. 

 

Know the Bible Now is a confidence-booster book that helps 

you embrace a fuller understanding of the biblical narrative. 

Whether you're looking for ways to comfortably participate in 

Bible studies or wanting some scriptural background before 

teaching your kids, this highly visual Bible overview will put 
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you on the fast track for understanding. The chapters combine 

120 significant Scripture passages with easy-to-skim 

infographics that connect all of the Word to Jesus, from 

creation to Revelation. This unique resource both strengthens 

your faith and quickly increases your Bible literacy skills by 

presenting: 

 

The story of God and His people from beginning to 

end in: 120 key Bible stories 

     Overviews of biblical events 

     Big themes and teachings found in the Bible 

107 infographic summaries for all 66 books of the 

Bible 

     134 realistic art prints 

 

Cost is $15.00 till February 29, 2015. Sign up sheet is in 

the back of the Church. Check payable to the church. 

The Big Book of New Testament Questions and Answers  

 

The Big Book of New Testament Questions & Answers 

By Michael Eschelbach  

 Have you ever finished reading a Bible passage, only to be 

left scratching your head and wondering why no study notes, 

devotionals, or commentaries answer your questions?  The 

Big Book of New Testament Questions and Answers is an 

easy-to-follow Q&A handbook with vast insight into the 

entire New Testament.  Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach draws 

from thirty years of experience counseling and teaching in 

parish and university settings to create a handy resource for 

students, Bible studies, and personal devotions. With 

countless references to parallel biblical texts, discover again 

and again how all of Scripture is connected. 

 

Explore questions like...  

Why do the Gospel accounts differ?  
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Are there demon-possessed people today?  

Why did Jesus use parables?  

What can we learn from the Epistles?  

What does Revelation mean?  

The Big Book of New Testament Questions and Answers is a 

must-have resource for Bible studies, personal study, and for 

every Christian!  

Features:         
Short, authoritative answers from a New Testament   

professor              

Common questions we all ask                   

References to parallel biblical texts, showing how all of 

Scripture is connected               

Topical index  

Cost is $25.00 till February 29, 2015. Sign up sheet is in 

the back of the Church. Check payable to the church. 

 

A date to keep in mind – March 6
th

 we will be having a 

chili dinner here at Church! 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday              Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday                 Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday         Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday             Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                           Judy Allmeroth and 

                                               Joyce Hohlt 

Acolytes                                 Kayleigh Crego 

                                                Paige Thurmond 

                                                Cierra Donatti 

Bell Ringer                            Corey Adams 
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Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions             $ 906.00 

Plate                                             101.00 

Sunday School                               15.21 

Paper Recycle                                33.40 

Barb Bolm Fund                           60.00 

Lutheran Witness                         32.00 

Epiphany Offering                       20.00 

Portals of Prayer                          20.00 

                                                 $1,187.61 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday                      Voters’ Meeting 7:30 PM 

Tuesday                       Sunday School Teachers and 

                                     Education Committee  7:00 PM 

Wednesday                 Confirmation  6:30 PM 

Thursday                     Adult Class  6:00 PM 

Friday                          Youth Retreat at Camp Trinity 

                                      7:00 PM 

Saturday                      Youth Retreat ends 3:00 PM 

                                      Worship  3:00 PM 

 

  

 

 
 


