
 

 

 
 

Incarnation and Celebration 

 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2015 
 



 

2 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

 ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

   

AS WE GATHER: Today, we hear greetings of “Merry 

Christmas!” or “Happy Holidays!” Recently, much debate has 

been made over which of these salutations is the better of the 

two. Whichever one you prefer, one thing is undeniable; there 

is almost unanimous agreement that on this day, we celebrate! 

But just what do we celebrate? In other words, what exactly 

makes Christmas “merry”? Just what makes the holidays 

“happy”? The answer is found nowhere else but in God’s 

Word. In today’s Gospel, John makes known to us the reason 

for our merriment and happiness when he writes, “And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” Ultimately, it’s Jesus and His incarnation 

that is the reason for our celebration! Jesus gives us reason to 

be merry, happy, and joyful, not only on Christmas Day but 

also every day!   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, grant that 

the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us 

free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

DIVINE SERVICE II, page 158 

HYMN OF PRAISE, “Glory to God in the Highest” 
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HYMNS:  41, 49, 60, 61, 67, 53 

 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

 

Pastor: For to us a child is born,  

People: to us a Son is given; 

Pastor: and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

and His name shall be called  

People: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has 

done marvelous things! 

People: His right hand and His holy arm have 

worked salvation for Him. 

Pastor: The LORD has made known His salvation; He 

has revealed His righteousness in the sight of 

the nations. 

People: He has remembered His steadfast love and 

faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the 

ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 

our God. 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

People: break forth into joyous song and sing 

praises! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

 

All:  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His 

shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 
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Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things! 

 


