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AS WE GATHER: Christmas has captivated the world and 

remains a day of mystery. How can God, who made all things 

and holds them in the palm of His hand, come as a baby in 

Mary’s womb? As much as we desire to explain Christmas, 

we come simply to confess its truth, to tell its story, and to 

trust in its promise, by the aid of the Holy Spirit. All the 

world stands in need of Him whom the Father has sent, whose 

birth we now celebrate. But how will they know of Christ and 

of the dawn of the day of redemption unless we who know 

Him confess Him before the world? So we come to remember 

and rejoice but also to respond anew with the courage to 

speak and live the light of Christ today and every day until He 

comes again! 

 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O God who makes us glad 

with the yearly remembrance of the birth of our Savior Jesus 

Christ; grant that as we joyfully receive the Word made flesh 

as our Redeemer, we may one day with sure confidence 

behold the Son of Righteousness; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   
 

Pastor: Come, all who seek the truth. 

People: You will find a little Babe lying in a manger. 
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Pastor: Come, all who hunger for justice. 

People: You will find a little Babe lying in a manger. 

 

Pastor: Come, all who yearn for abundant life. 

People: You will find a little Babe lying in a manger. 

 

Pastor: Come, all who labor and are heavy laden. 

People: You will find a little Babe lying in a manger. 

 

OPENING HYMN “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” LW 41 

 

DIVINE SERVICE I, page 136 

  

INTROIT Psalm 24:1, 3-5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 

 

Pastor: I will tell of the decree:  The LORD said to Me, 

"You are My Son; today have I begotten You." 

People: The earth is the LORD's and the fullness 

thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 

 

Pastor: Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

And who shall stand in His holy place? 

People: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

and does not swear deceitfully, 

 

Pastor: He will receive blessing from the LORD 

and righteousness from the God of His 

salvation. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is 

now and will be forever.  Amen. 
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HYMNS:  47, 49, 50, 60 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   
 

(The light is passed from pastor to acolytes and assisting 

ministers who pass it to the congregation.  Do NOT let small 

children hold candles unattended.  For your safety and to 

prevent wax from dripping, please do NOT tip the lit candle.  

Tip only the unlighted candle. Hold the candles straight up 

and they will not drip.  Blow them out gently.) 

 

Pastor: As the light of these candles illumines our 

faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a child 

in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering 

our death on the cross, and soon to come from 

His throne on high as Judge of all.  He is our 

Light here on earth and the eternal Light who 

enlightens heaven, where there is no need of 

candle or sun.  Rejoice, for the Light of the 

world has come, who transforms us with the 

brightness of His glory.  This is the message we 

have heard from Him and proclaimed to you:  

that God is Light and in Him is no darkness at 

all. 

 

(The candlelight begins to be spread throughout the 

congregation.) 

People: If we say we have fellowship with Him but 

still walk in darkness, we lie, and do not live 

according to the truth. 

Pastor: But if we walk in the Light, as He is in the 

Light, we have fellowship with one another  

People: And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 

from all our sins. 

 

(The candlelight is spread to the rest of the congregation.) 
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Pastor: You are the light of the world.  A city set on a 

hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a 

lamp and then cover its light.  Instead they set 

the lamp on its stand, set it up high, and it lights 

everyone in the house.  In the same way, let 

your light shine before all people, that they may 

see your good works and give praise to your 

Father in heaven  

 

HYMN “Silent Night” LW 68 

 

    Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

  Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

BENEDICTION 
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Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD 

make His face to shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The LORD look upon You with favor + 

and give you peace. 

People: Amen!  Glory to God in the Highest!  And 

peace to His people on earth! 

 

The candles are extinguished. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN "Joy to the World” LW 53 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Organist: Laura Nichols 

Duet:  Mary Zastrow & Patty Kellmann  

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 

Soloist: Wilbert Baumann “O Holy Night” 

Soloist: Mary Zastrow “The First Noel”  

 

 


