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Joy to the World 

 

Processional Hymn: Joy to the World  

Congregation and Children: 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

The Invocation 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

All:   Amen. 

 

Responsive Reading 
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Pastor:  The Lord is come! 

People:  Joy to the world! 

Pastor:  The Savior reigns. 

People:  Joy to the world! 

Pastor:  Let earth receive her King! 

People:  Joy to the world! 

 

Christmas Welcome  and Prayer by Pastor Zastrow 

 

Hymn: O Come, Little Children  

 

Congregation  

O come, little children, O come, one and all, 

To Bethlehem haste to the manger so small. 

God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 

To be your Redeemer, your Joy, and Delight. 

 

Children 

He’s born in a stable for you and for me; 

Draw near by the bright, gleaming starlight to see, 

In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild, 

And purer than angels, the heavenly Child. 

 

See Mary and Joseph, with love-beaming eyes, 

Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies; 

The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love, 

While angels sing loud alleluias above. 

 

Congregation and Children: 

Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today, 

Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they; 

Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 

The Message Presented by the Children 
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The Story of Jesus’ Birth 

 

Reading 1: Luke 1:26–27, 30–32 (7
th

 & 8
th

) 

 

Action Rhyme: It Was Time  
 

Hymn: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   

 

Congregation 

 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! 

Thou my Savior art! 

 

All Children: 

 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! 

Oh, that we were there! 

. 

Reading 2: Luke 2:1-7 (7
th

 & 8
th

) 

 

Reading 3:  Luke 2:8-12 (7
th

 & 8
th

) 

 

Group Reading (1
st
 & 2

nd
) 

 

Hymn by All Children: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  
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Reading 4 Luke 2:13-15 (7
th

 & 8
th

) 
  

Group Reading (3
rd

 & 4
th

) 

  

Hymn by Older Children: The King Is Here    
   

Reading 5 Isaiah 9:6-7 (7
th

 & 8
th

) 

    

Group Reading (Grades 3-6) 

 

Group Reading (Grades 5 & 6) 

 

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

Children 

O come, all ye faithful,  

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him  

Born the king of angels: 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,  

Christ the Lord! 

  

Congregation      
 Sing, choirs of angels,  

 Sing in exultation, 

 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God  

 In the highest:  

 

Children Refrain 
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Action Rhyme: (3-8 read a line – PreK – 2
nd

 Echo) 

 

Offering (Children and Youth Play Instruments – Pastor will 

mention the individuals playing at this time) 

 

A Christmas Prayer 

All:  Father in heaven, fill us with joy; we know Your  

  promised Son came to save us! Help us tell others  

  of Your love. As we wait for Jesus’ return, fill us  

  with endless rejoicing. In the name of Your Son,  

  Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   

 

(The light is passed from pastor to acolytes who pass it  

to the congregation.  Do NOT let small children hold  

candles unattended.  For your safety and to prevent  

wax from dripping, please do NOT tip the lit candle.   

Tip only the unlighted candle. Hold the candles straight  

up and they will not drip.  Blow them out gently.) 

 

Pastor:  As the light of these candles illumines our  

   faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a  

   child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering 

our death on the cross, and soon  

   to come from His throne on high as Judge  

   of all.  He is our Light here on earth and  

   the eternal Light who enlightens heaven,  

   where there is no need of candle or sun.   

   Rejoice, for the Light of the world has  

   come, who transforms us with the brightness  

   of His glory.  This is the message we have  

   heard from Him and proclaimed to you:  that  

   God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
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(The candlelight begins to be spread throughout the 

congregation.) 

 

People:  If we say we have fellowship with Him but  

still walk in darkness, we lie, and do not live 

according to the truth. 

Pastor:  But if we walk in the Light, as He is in the  

   Light, we have fellowship with one another  

People:  And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us  

    from all our sins. 

Pastor:  You are the light of the world.  A city set on  

   a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people  

   light a lamp and then cover its light.  Instead  

   they set the lamp on its stand, set it up high,  

   and it lights everyone in the house.  In the  

   same way, let your light shine before all  

   people, that they may see your good works  

   and give praise to your Father in heaven.  

   Joy to the world 

  

HYMN “Silent Night” 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
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Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

Blessing 

 

Pastor:   The Lord bless and keep you in the joy  

   of His grace. May the blessing of the  

   Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be  

   with you every day as you wait for His return. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn by All: Joy to the World  

 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

 Nor thorns infest the ground; 

 He comes to make His blessings flow 

 Far as the curse is found, 

 Far as the curse is found, 

 Far as, far as the curse is found. 

  

 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 And makes the nations prove 

 The glories of His righteousness 

 And wonders of His love, 

 And wonders of His love, 

 And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Thank you to all the Sunday School teachers, parents and  

helpers who made this Service possible.   
 


