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AS WE GATHER: The historic name for this day in the 

Church Year is Gaudete, which is Latin for “Rejoice,” the 

first word in today’s Epistle. In this season, all the hectic 

preparations that society and our own families might expect 

can stress us out and make rejoicing seem impossible. 

Nevertheless, Zephaniah reminds us that we rejoice because 

our Lord Jesus came and is in our midst. The prophet also 

promises that God “will rejoice over you with gladness.” Our 

heavenly Father does that when He calls us His sons and 

daughters. Every time we receive Holy Communion we have 

even more reason to rejoice and celebrate. There our Lord 

again comes, even present physically, in our midst. Today, we 

echo Paul’s words: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 

say, Rejoice!” 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord Jesus Christ, who 

came in the midst of Your people once and are among us 

even now, open the eyes of our hearts that we may see You 

among us, rejoice in Your salvation, and celebrate Your 

presence into eternity, for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
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And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Pastor:          O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting: 

People: Come and enlighten those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death. 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People:         Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 85:7, 9 

 

Pastor: The reason for rejoicing is the good news that 

our Savior has come. We are nearing the day on 

which we celebrate His birth. But we do not 

always rejoice. This is a symptom of our fallen 

human nature, and it shows our continued need 

for Christ. But we just heard that God gives us 

infinite grace. So, let us confess our sins to 

God, our heavenly Father. 

 

(Silence for reflection.) 

 

Pastor:          Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we have often let the cares of 

this world, the expectations of our neighbors, 

and our own self-images distract us from 

You and Your Word. We have let the things 

of this world come between us and Your 

promises, the peace You offer, and even 

Your Son’s presence among us now. We have 

failed to love You with our whole heart; we 
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have failed to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and 

restore in us right spirits and joyful hearts. 

With the psalmist we plead, “Show us Your 

steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your 

salvation.” 

 

Pastor: “Surely God’s salvation is near to those who 

fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.” I, a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:         Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

 

Pastor:          Rejoice in the Lord always;  

People:         again I will say, Rejoice. 

Pastor:          Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,  

People:         whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

Pastor: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 

is in them, 

People:         who keeps faith forever; 

Pastor:          who executes justice for the oppressed, 

People:         who gives food to the hungry. 

Pastor: The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD 

opens the eyes of the blind. 

People: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

All:               Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor:          Rejoice in the Lord always; 
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People:           again I will say, Rejoice. 

 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor:          In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People:         Amen. 

 

HYMN  “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing” LW 424; 

 

Rejoice, my heart, by glad and sing, 

A cheerful trust maintain; 

For God, the source of everything, 

Your portion shall remain. 

He is your treasure, he your joy, 

Your life and light and Lord, 
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Your counselor when doubts annoy,  

Your shield and great reward. 

Why spend the day in blank despair, 

In restless thought the night? 

And did he not in threatening hour 

Turn dreaded ills away? 

He only will with patience chide, 

His rod falls gently down, 

And all your sins he casts aside; 

In ocean depth they drown. 

His wisdom never plans in vain 

Nor falters nor mistakes 

All that his counsels may ordain 

A happy ending makes. 

Upon your lips, then, lay your hand 

And trust his guiding love; 

Then like a rock your peace shall stand 

Here and in heaven above. 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor:          The Lord be with you. 

People:         And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

People: we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; 
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Pastor: for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:         Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 3:14–20 

(Rejoice; the Lord is in your midst. He will rejoice over you.) 

 

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

Pastor: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

People: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

People:         From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 

CHOIR “Hark the Glad Sound” 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 (Rejoice for the Lord is at 

hand.) 

 

Pastor:          This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:         Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Matthew 11:10b 

Pastor: Alleluia. Behold, I send My messenger before 

Your face, 

People: who will prepare Your way before You. 

Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 7:18–28 (29–35) (The promised 

Messiah has indeed come.) 

 



 

8 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

nineteenth chapter. 

People:         Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor:          This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:         Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Now Sing, We Now Rejoice” LW 

47 

 

SERMON   

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “Create in Me” LW 5 

 



 

9 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of 

thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that You have 

bestowed on us Your peace which surpasses all 

understanding. Guard our hearts and our minds 

in Christ Jesus, and accompany us throughout 

our daily lives with rejoicing and celebration; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
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Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People:         Amen. 

 

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high,  

And cheer us by your drawing nigh,  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

And death's dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad that you are here for worship services on this 

Third Sunday of Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation. 

 

A Note of Appreciation – Thank you to the Sunday School 

children and their parents for the food they brought and the 

excellent help in serving and cleaning up after the Senior 

Christmas dinner last Sunday.  Your wonderful help was 

greatly appreciated by all. Thank you to the musicians who 

provided the entertainment and especially to Santa for his 

visit during his busy season.  This event would not be 

successful without all of you!!! 
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Make and Take Christmas Cards – We have several packs 

of Christmas cards that were made at the Make and Take.  We 

made the cards and you will find packs of them on the table in 

the back of Church.  They are $15.00 a pack (5 cards and 2 

gift tags).  Checks can be made out to Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church.  Enjoy sending these beautiful cards! 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2016 are ready to be picked 

up.  Please pick up your envelopes – they are on the tables at 

the back of Church.  The accuracy of your contribution record 

depends on your envelope number being correct, so be sure to 

check it, both on the box’s address label and the envelopes 

themselves.  It should be the same as in 2015.  Also report 

any address corrections to Mary Sprick. Thank you, Roland 

Walkenhorst 

 

A note from Karen – The year is almost over and I have not 

yet called on you to help assemble the cards for next year.  I 

am planning to set a time for that on Monday, December 21
st
 

at 9:00 AM at my house, 409 Michelle Drive, in Washington.  

I know that this is a busy season, but if those of you who have 

helped in the past and any new folks could spare a few hours 

for some fun, I would certainly appreciate it.  We will have a 

light lunch and enjoy the day! 

Thank you very much,  Karen Sprick 

 

Advent Services – Please join us for the Wednesday morning 

Bible Study and Devotional Service at 10:00 AM in the 

Church dining hall to meditate and study familiar Carols of 

Christmas.  The glad sounds of beautiful music heralding the 

coming of Christ have long been a hallmark of the Advent 

and Christmas season. 

Also, please join us for the evening Advent Worship Service 

at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 16
th

. In our final 

midweek meditations, we will consider the power of hope, the 

power of preparation, and the power of love! 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday         Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday             Jenny Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday     Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday        Wilbert Baumann 

Choir                           “Hark The Glad Sound” 

Choir Director                Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild                     Mary Sprick 

Acolytes                           Kayleigh Crego 

                                         Paige Thurmond 

                                         Cierra Donatti 

Bell Ringer                      Jeff Hohlt 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions               $2,045.00 

Plate                                                    51.76 

Sunday School                                   22.00 

Sausage Sales                                     15.00 

Advent Offerings                               57.00 

                                                      $2,190.76 

YTD Thrivent Choice Dollars  $5,944.00 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday         Advent Services  10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

                              Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                              Choir  6:45 PM 

Saturday         Children’s Christmas Service Practice  10:00 

AM till 11:00 M 

                              Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 


