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Sermon for the 1
st

 Sunday 
of Advent    

  

 A Humble Coming 

Advent is one season where the church is really out of step 
with the world.  The world is getting ready to close out the 
year.  The church is already at the beginning of a new year.  
The world is pumping out emotional fluff designed to 
increase Christmas sales.  The church is doing the hard 
work of repentance.  The world is amusing itself to death.  
The church is contemplating the need for a Savior.  Advent 
is indeed a time when the differences between the church 
and the world really stick out. 

Then there is the Gospel reading that the church fathers 
have chosen for this day - Jesus entering Jerusalem on the 
Sunday before His death.  This too is unexpected.  The 
world is preparing for the story of the valiant unwed mother 

Text: Luke 19:35-36 
They brought it to Jesus, threw 
their cloaks on the colt and put 
Jesus on it. As he went along, 
people spread their cloaks on 
the road. 
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who laid her baby in a manger.  The church is preparing for 
a savior to come as a baby and grow up and die on a cross.  
The Gospel reminds us of the reason that God entered this 
world and took humanity up into Himself.  It reminds us that 
Jesus came into the world in order to die on a cross and pay 
for our sin. 

Advent is the time for contemplating the coming of the Lord.  
Every year at this time, we contemplate the many ways that 
Jesus comes to us.  He came once to take our sin away 
from us and earn holiness for us.  He will come again to 
drive all evil into hell with His judgment.  He comes now to 
offer forgiveness, life, and salvation to us.  The World has no 
problem with Christ coming as a baby, but it would just as 
soon forget that Christ came to die for our sins.  The World 
would also like to forget that Christ will come again on the 
Last Day to judge each and every one of us.  The World 
would also like to forget that Christ comes to His church 
continuously to give her His gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation.  

Jesus - coming to Jerusalem - coming to Jerusalem to die.  
For this reason, our Lord came from heaven.  For this 
reason, the Son of God became the Son of Mary.  The story 
that we hear today is the story that gives Christmas its true 
meaning and lasting value. 

The world has a great hole in its Christmas celebration and 
they try to fill that hole with stuff.  Listen and think about 
these words from a popular Christmas song: 

A packful of toys means a sackful of joys For millions of 
girls and for millions of boys When Christmas Day is 
here The most wonderful day of the year! 
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A jack in the box waits for children to shout, "Wake up, 
don't you know that it's time to come out!" When 
Christmas Day is here The most wonderful day of the 
year! 

Toys galore Scattered on the floor There's no room for 
more And it's all because of Santa Claus! A scooter for 
Jimmy, a dolly for Sue The kind that will even say "How 
do you do."  When Christmas Day is here The most 
wonderful day of the year. 

Is that all Christmas is - a celebration of toys and the coming 
of Santa?  The music is so cheerful and peppy.  Never the 
less, the actual words are about greed and self-
centeredness. 

In our society, Christmas has become a largely secular, 
worldly affair.  We celebrate Christmas, and we even fight for 
the right to say "Merry Christmas" when we shop, but we 
rarely talk about why Christmas is merry.  The absence of 
Christ has left an emptiness that needs to be filled.  And so 
many folks try to fill the void with manmade traditions, songs, 
and stories.  Rather than tell the story of Christ, the world 
tells countless other stories.  Sometime during the next 
month or so, the media will present a variety of traditional 
Christmas stories: A Christmas Carol, "The Little Match Girl," 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, The Year Without a Santa 
Claus, The Nutcracker, "The Night Before Christmas," 
"Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer," and "Frosty the 
Snowman," not to mention It's a Wonderful Life and A 
Miracle on 34th Street.  The world has its own hymnal as 
well, with Christmas hymns ranging from Elvis's "Blue 
Christmas" to Bing's "White Christmas."  Nat King Cole sings 
about chestnuts roasting in "The Christmas Song," and 
Gene Autry still can be heard singing of the advent of Santa 
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Claus, coming down Santa Claus Lane.  Now don't get me 
wrong.  These traditions, songs, and stories can be 
entertaining, thought provoking, and worthwhile.  But if that's 
all there is, the celebration is spiritually empty.  There's not 
much there. 

What about family togetherness?  Certainly there is 
something to be gained in family time around Christmas.  
We must admit that, this side of heaven, a loving family is 
just about the best gift that there is.  For many, a family re-
union at Grandma's house is one of the highlights of the 
season. 

Never the less, family time at Christmas also brings to mind 
the family members who are no longer with us.  Duty calls 
some away from us.  Death has also reduced the number at 
our table.  Family tensions also arise - divorce - tension 
between siblings - tension between parents and children.  
Many in our society find that Christmas is not the most 
wonderful day of the year.  Instead, it is the most depressing. 

For the true peace that will last from year to year - indeed, 
the peace that will last to eternity.  We cannot look to our 
toys and other stuff.  Even family will lead to the 
disappointment of expectations.  The only hope for true 
eternal peace lies in the one who rode that donkey into 
Jerusalem on His way to the cross.  The only hope for true 
peace lies in our savior Jesus Christ. 

In order to more fully appreciate the peace and joy of 
Christmas, we need to recover the true meaning of Advent.  
If we come to a deeper understanding of the repentance of 
Advent, we will grow in appreciation for the peace and joy 
that God gives to us at Christmas.  The more deeply we 
understand the destruction that we waged against peace 
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and joy with God, the more deeply we will appreciate the 
work that God did to restore that peace and joy. 

Advent is a season of preparation — a time of assessment 
and acknowledgment and a time to recognize why our Lord 
came in the first place - a time to recognize why that infant 
child - born to be King - would one day receive a crown of 
thorns - a time for repentance. 

Look at your lives and repent of your sin.  Think about your 
lives - your hopes - your dreams.  What are you looking 
forward to?  What are you planning for?  Are your hearts set 
merely on the things of this world - new cars and new homes 
- toys and vacations - a stable financial future?  What do you 
want out of life?  What are your goals?  Are they the goals 
that God would have for you?  Are you thinking of the life to 
come, or are you setting your sights only on the things of this 
world? 

The season of Advent is one of assessment.  It's a time to 
remember that the things of this world are indeed already 
passing away, a time to set our hearts, once more, upon the 
things of God.  A time to look at the child who came to die, a 
time to crucify our sinful passions. 

Advent is a time for repentance, a time of sadness over sin.  
But it is also a time of hope.  For if we are sinners, we have 
a Savior.  And if the end is near, so also, in Christ, is there a 
new beginning.  If we have made a mess with our lives, 
Christ has come to make things right.  And he will come 
again. 

For the world, Christmas is a big game of pretend — of 
creating an idyllic world that does not really exist, speaking 
of a peace that does not exist.  The decorations will quickly 
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come down after December 25.  The world will quickly return 
to its old ways.  The Christmas finery will give way to 
Valentines decorations and the world will still try to sell us 
something. 

But for us, Christmas is life itself.  It is God coming into the 
flesh to grow up and make His way to the cross.  It is God at 
the beginning of the path that will lead to our redemption 
from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  It is God 
restoring peace and joy with us - a true peace and joy that 
will last forever. 

Therefore, in this season of Advent, let us prepare our hearts 
once more for our Lord's coming.  We can enjoy the many 
traditions in this world that have sprung up around 
Christmas, but let us also hold fast to the eternal meaning of 
Advent.  We are sinners and we need a Savior.  God the 
Son came to take on human flesh in order to be that Savior.  
He still comes in order to offer His salvation.  On the Last 
Day His coming will raise all the dead and all who believe in 
Him will live with Him forever in a new world of eternal joy 
and peace.  During this Advent let us remember how He 
came, how He will come, and how He now comes.  Let us 
remember all the ways that He comes to us. 


