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Sermon for Last Sunday of 
the Church Year 

 
 

  Hate the Stained Clothing 

St. Jude wrote during a time of great division in the early 
church, when many false teachers went around spreading 
destructive doctrines.  We live in a similar time.  Many 
destructive teachings are found in America.  A Christian can 
easily be led astray by error in doctrine. 

May it never be so for us, Lord Jesus. 

When we see a fellow Christian being led astray, we should, 
first of all, be merciful.  Do not come down like a ton of bricks 
on a person who is weak and doubting.  Be gentle. 

To others who are closer to destruction, we must more 
forcefully snatch them from the fire.  Do not allow them to 
march into flames of eternal death, but at all costs, use the 
full power of God's Law and Gospel to rescue them. 

Text: Jude 22-23 
 
And have mercy on those 
who doubt; save others by 
snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy 
with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the 
flesh. 
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But Jude also writes something else: "Show mercy, mixed 
with fear - hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh." 

For every person on earth, there is a piece of clothing - not a 
physical garment, but a spiritual one.  This is a stained, 
spotted, filthy garment.  It is hideous and disgusting clothing 
worn by everyone.  This clothing is your human flesh that 
has been polluted by sin.  Your very nature (who you are) is 
made awful because you are a sinner. 

It should not be this way.  Our human nature should be 
beautiful and majestic, and will be again one day.  But for 
now, we are dressed in corruption. 

You cannot remove this piece of clothing.  It has become 
part of who you are.  You are sinners.  It is not that you are 
sinners only when you sin.  You are sinners all the time.  
When you sit still, doing nothing, and if you are somehow 
able to quiet your thoughts - even then, you would be 
sinners.  This irremovable cloak of sinfulness always covers 
all people. 

This warped nature affects the way we act.  Always, human 
words and actions are sinful, since they come from a sinful 
source.  We must constantly guard our words and actions 
against the stain of sin that would bend and twist them.  
Even well intentioned words can go astray, for the tongue is 
like a wild, untamable beast.  Even actions motivated by love 
can offend, as experience teaches. 

Therefore, faithful ministers must be cautious that the 
prayers, songs, and worship of the Church are not motivated 
by our desires and emotions, no matter how innocent and 
well intentioned they seem.  Our only firm foundation, Jude 
writes, is the most holy faith and love of God. 
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If any Church follows what seems right to the human nature, 
woe to them!  Inevitably, that Church will go astray, no 
matter how hard they try to resist.  So the Church must 
beware of the spotted garment of human wisdom and 
persuasion. 

In the same way, when you confront a person who is led into 
error, beware of the spotted garment of corruption.  That 
person has it, and you have it.  He is only doing what seems 
right to him.  The sinful flesh has blinded him to his error. 

You also are vulnerable to the same errors.  Your human 
nature is easily deceived.  Be cautious and fearful that you 
are not sucked into the same error as someone you try to 
help, as one man stuck in quicksand may drag down the 
man who tries to rescue him. 

For example, if you speak with someone who left this 
congregation, they may, intentionally or not, lure you away 
with them.  Remember that they have a reason to leave that 
seems to make sense.  If it makes sense to you as well, then 
you may be drawn away.  But we are to attend the church 
only because we are sinners who repent and receive the 
Gospel.  Stand firm in that Gospel, so that nothing should 
ever take it away from you. 

As you rescue others, be humble.  You are no better than 
anyone who falls into error.  If you are preserved from 
stumbling, it is not by any virtue in you. 

Be more than fearful - hate the sinful corruption.  When you 
face error in others, you are glimpsing the work of one of the 
great enemies of the human race - the sinful flesh.  It would 
drag all men down to death and hell if it could.  Hate that 
enemy, but not with unbridled hate.  Even though every 
sinner is corrupt and destructive, still you should always 
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mercifully love him or her.  Hate the sinful nature, but have 
mercy on the person. 

As you hate the vile clothing of sin worn by others, how 
much more should you hate the garment that clings to you.  
Despise your own sinfulness.  Put your flesh to death by 
contrition and repentance.  Flee constantly from the horrid 
enemy in you. 

When you flee, flee here.  Flee to the Cross-.  Flee to the 
Holy Absolution.  Flee to the holy Blood that cleanses you.  
Flee to God's House where He offers the one and only cure 
to your wretched sinfulness. 

For Christ has given you a new garment.  He gives you a 
pure and unspotted cloak, made white in His Blood.  
Although you cannot in this life remove the old garment of 
your sinful flesh, nevertheless Christ places your new 
clothing over the old.  The garment you have received from 
Christ covers your sins.  So the Father does not see your 
rotten sinfulness.  It is there, to be true, but He chooses only 
to see the new clothing from Christ. 

The new clothing is the Blood and righteousness of Christ 
that you received in Baptism.  In that clothing, you will stand 
confidently before God, as the old funeral hymn said 

"I fall asleep in Jesus' wounds,   
 There pardon for my sins abounds;    
 Yes, Jesus' Blood and righteousness   
 My jewels are, my glorious dress.    
 In these before my God I'll stand   
 When I shall reach the heavenly land." 

All who are baptized into Christ are clothed with Christ.  All 
that is His covers you: His holiness, His purity, His Sonship, 
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His death and resurrection.  Therefore, God sees these 
things in you. 

That is what I declare to you today.  You are holy.  You are 
perfect.  You are pure as Christ.  You are righteous, not with 
your own righteousness, but with the righteous nature of 
God's Son that is counted as yours. 

So hate your sinful flesh - but all the more rejoice in Christ 
your Savior.  Despise the rotten garment of your sinfulness.  
Repent in sorrow over it.  Bend the knee in Confession.  Be 
horrified by that awful thing that lurks within you.  The more 
you hate your sinful nature, the more you love Christ and His 
clothing. 

May the Spirit lead you to realize what beggars the human 
race is.  All men go about in filthy rags.  When you realize 
that, then you will appreciate the new, clean clothing that you 
have received.  Who loves a new shirt more than someone 
who has never had a new shirt? 

You were lost in spiritual poverty.  Now you are rich.  Christ 
has opened the treasure house of His grace for you, so that 
in Word and Sacrament you may overflow with every good 
gift, until the final day when the Lord once and for all 
removes the filthy garment of your sin. 

To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present 
you before His glorious presence without fault and with great 
joy - to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore.  Amen. 


