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AS WE GATHER: The Church Year begins in Advent by 

telling the story of our Lord’s earthly ministry. As we prepare 

to celebrate His first coming at Christmas in the Means of 

Grace, we also look to the final resurrection when He will 

come again on the Last Day. The historic Collects, or prayers, 

for each week in Advent have been called the “Stir Up” 

prayers. We ask the Lord to stir up His power to save us and 

then to stir up our hearts to make ready the way for the Lord. 

In our midweek meditations, we will consider the power of 

hope, the power of preparation, and the power of love. Today, 

we pray for the hope of God’s promises, specifically 

considering the peace and the joy that emerge from His 

covenant with us. 

 

EVENING PRAYER 

 

Evening Prayer page 17 HS98 

 

Readings: 

  
 Psalm 42 (The hope of a soul in God) 

Isaiah 60:1–9 (The future glory of Israel) 

Romans 15:8–13 (Christ is the hope of Jews and 

Gentiles.) 
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Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring (TLH 56) 

 

1.  Jesus came, the heavens adoring, 

         Came with peace from realms on high; 

         Jesus came for man's redemption, 

         Lowly came on earth to die; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Came in deep humility. 

 

2.  Jesus comes again in mercy 

         When our hearts are bowed with care; 

         Jesus comes again in answer 

         To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3.  Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

         Bringing news of sins forgiven; 

         Jesus comes in sounds of gladness, 

         Leading souls redeemed to heaven. 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Now the gate of death is riven. 

 

4.  Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 

         Shares alike our hopes and fears; 

         Jesus comes, whate'er befalls us, 

         Glads our hearts, and dries our tears; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Cheering e'en our failing years. 
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Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

 

1.  Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding! 

         "Christ is nigh!" we hear it say; 

         "Cast away the works of darkness, 

         O ye children of the day!" 

 

2.  Startled at the solemn warning, 

         Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

         Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

         Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3.  Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

         Comes with pardon down from heaven. 

         Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

         One and all, to be forgiven, 

 

4.  That, when next He comes with glory 

         And the world is wrapped in fear, 

         He may shield us with His mercy 

         And with words of love draw near. 

 

5.  Honor, glory, might, dominion, 

         To the Father and the Son, 

         With the everlasting Spirit, 

         While eternal ages run! 

 

 
 

 


