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AS WE GATHER: Humility and thankfulness: they often go 

hand in hand. Our Creator humbles His people through times 

of lack and in seasons of hardship. Then, from their crushed 

spirits, His chosen ones cry out to Him for mercy and 

restoration. He always comes through! When God’s people 

look up to Him as their source and provider of every blessing, 

how can they not burst forth in songs of thankfulness and 

praise? That’s what we do today as we begin our Advent 

journey. We humble ourselves in the sight of our Redeemer. 

Then, with thankful hearts, we look forward to His new life 

and never-failing salvation. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty Father, You 

provide for our every need of body and soul. Fix our eyes  

upon Your Son and our Redeemer as He comes to reconcile 

us to You. Fill us with thankfulness and praise so that we may 

overflow with Your love in our relationships with one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives  

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
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HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 

Who ordered all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 

Who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

In ancient times gave holy law, 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come O Rod of Jesse's stem, 

From ev'ry foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty pow'r to save; 

Bring them in vict'ry through the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Pastor: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before 

the peoples, before whom all kings are mute, to 

whom the nations will do homage: 
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People: Come quickly to deliver us. 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: Let 

the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills 

the promise. 
Text: Wayne L. Wold. Copyright © 1984 Fortress Press. Administered by 

Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, MN. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

 
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the 

Savior.) 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

 

People: Father, we confess to You the brokenness of 

our hearts. They are by nature sinful. They 

are filled with things unpleasing to You. 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your 

steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

People: Father, remove our ungratefulness, our 

bitterness, and all of our transgressions. 

Cleanse us from our sin, and wash us again 

in the cleansing blood of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; according to Your steadfast love 

remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O 

LORD! 

People: Father, in Your goodness and mercy, restore 

us as Your children. Guide us with Your 
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hand that we may walk in thankfulness for 

Your never-failing love. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Our heavenly Father, for the sake of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, hears and answers our pleas for 

His forgiving grace. Cleansed and renewed in 

body and soul, we can be thankful for His 

forgiving love—a love that never fails! Upon 

this your confession, I, as a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

PSALM Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 8 (The LORD leads 

and teaches His forgiven people.) 

 

All: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He 

instructs sinners in the way. 

Pastor: To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, 

in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; let 

not my enemies exult over me. 

People: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put 

to shame; they shall be ashamed who are 

wantonly treacherous. 

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach 

me Your paths. 

People: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for 

You are the God of my salvation; for You I 

wait all the day long. 

All: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He 

instructs sinners in the way. 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your 

steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

People: Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; according to Your steadfast 



 

6 

love remember me, for the sake of Your 

goodness, O LORD! 

Pastor: He leads the humble in what is right, and 

teaches the humble His way. 

People: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love 

and faithfulness, for those who keep His 

covenant and His testimonies. 

All: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He 

instructs sinners in the way. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14–16 (The 

righteous branch brings salvation.) 

 

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

Pastor: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

People: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

People: From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
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CHOIR       “The Advent Of Our King” 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 (Paul prays for the 

Church to be filled with thankfulness and love.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Psalm 24:7, alt. 

 

Pastor: Alleluia! Lift up your heads, O gates! Be lifted 

up, O ancient doors! 

People: The King of glory is coming in! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 19:28–40 (We praise the King who 

comes to save us.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

nineteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
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again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come” LW 

13  

 

SERMON   

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “Create in Me” LW 5 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of 

thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
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kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Father of mercy, with thankful hearts, we offer 

our lives to You. In Your Word, You have filled 

us again with Your pardon and peace. Father, 

lead us. Father, teach us. Create in us a spirit of 

humble gratitude and constant love as we live 

out our callings as Your children; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace.     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad that you are here for worship services on this  

First Sunday of Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation. 

 

This Saturday we welcome to our Family through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Camryn James Wettling, the 

son of Alison DeVore and Nicholas Wettling of Kokomo, 

Indiana.  Sponsors are Keith and Tammy Wettling of our 

congregation. Camryn is the great grandson of Judy and Ron 

Wettling.  

 

We remember the family Gene Meyer of Union, Missouri. 

Gene entered eternal rest on November 19. Funeral services 

were held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Union on 

November 23. Gene is the brother-in-law of Gail Meyer of 

our congregation. Blessings to Gene’s widow Kate and 

family. 

 

We will be decorating the Church for Christmas right 

after this morning’s service.  Then we will have a light 

chili dinner after the decorating.  We would appreciate 

your help! 

 

Senior Christmas Dinner December 6, 12:00 Noon 

Christmas Dinner served by our youth will be held in the 

church’s dining hall Sunday, December 6 at 12:00 noon. A 

scrumptious, Christmas dinner will be served by the families 

of our children and youth. All seniors are encouraged to 

attend. 
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Ladies Aid Christmas Luncheon The Ladies Aid of 

Ebenezer would like to invite all ladies of the congregation to 

our annual Christmas luncheon on Friday, December 4, 2015 

at 12:00 noon. Please feel free to join us as our guests. We are 

pleased to have Robin McCoy as our special guest. Hope to 

see you there. Dinner will include, roast smoked turkey, ham, 

wild rice soup, homemade desserts and all the fixings.    

 

Thank You On behalf of Margaret and myself I would like to 

thank our congregation, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, for 

remembering my 25 years of service with a special 

recognition dinner. It was a complete surprise. The collection 

was very heartening and humbling to say the least. I will be 

using this money for our trip to Germany in July of 2017.  

 

I would like to thank the Board of Elders for all their hard 

work and planning for this special day.  I also thank each 

member for their contribution to this as well. I do not want 

list individuals for I really do not know how this came about 

and who did what. All I can say is thank you.  Thank you for 

spending the day with me. 

 

St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians says it better than I: “I 

thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 

for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have 

you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 

confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with 

me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the 

affection of Christ Jesus. 
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And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be 

able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 

for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” 

Philippians 1:3-11 

 

Poinsettias Available – This is the last day we can take 

orders for Poinsettias.  Paula from Seitter’s Flower 

Market will need to order them by tomorrow (November 

30
th

). 

If you would like to order one, please put your order, 

which is on the insert in the bulletin, in the collection plate 

or see Mary Sprick.  Thank you! 

 

Evening Advent Services begin this coming Wednesday, 

December 2
nd

 at 7:00 PM.  The Church Year begins in 

Advent by telling the story of our Lord’s earthly ministry.  As 

we prepare to celebrate His first coming at Christmas in the 

Means of Grace, we also look to the final resurrection when 

He will come again on the Last Day.  The historic Collects, or 

prayers, for each week in Advent have been called the “Stir 

Up” prayers.  We ask the Lord to stir up His power to save us 

and then to stir up our hearts to make ready the way for the 

Lord.  In our midweek meditations, we will consider the 

power of hope, the power of preparation, and the power of 

love. 

 

Wednesday Advent Morning Bible Study and Devotional 

begins this coming Wednesday, December 2
nd

 at 10:00 

AM in the Church dining hall.  Come Wednesday mornings 

during Advent to meditate and study familiar Carols of 

Christmas.  You will be able to see and hear some of the 

greatest choirs of the world and join them in the great treasury 

of Christmas hymns.  The glad sounds of beautiful music 
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heralding the coming of Christ have long been a hallmark of 

the Advent and Christmas season.  Verse after verse, let the 

message of these wondrous melodies of our salvation in 

Christ put a joyous song in your heart. 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Women in Mission of Union, 

Missouri invite the women of our congregation to Advent By 

Candlelight on Monday, December 7
th

 at 7:00 PM.  The 

Church is located at 208 West Springfield Road in Union.  

Come as an individual or as a group of 8.  Table decorating is 

optional – round tables are 5 feet across.  Tablecloths in red 

brown, maroon, and white and blue are available.  Set up 

tables by 6:30 PM.  Snacks for a common buffet table are 

optional.  There will be games, devotion and carols.  Please 

RSVP to decorate a table and reserve a place for your group – 

Deb Schroeder 1-573-764-7618 or 

debschroeder1144@yahoo.com.  Please see the bulletin 

board at the back of Church for the invitation and more 

information! 

 

The New Haven Preservation Society extends an 

invitation to members of our congregation to view a large 

collection of nativities on display as part of the society’s 

annual Christmas House Tour.  The exhibit will feature 

nativities of many forms and sizes from a variety of 

countries and cultures.  The display will be open from 

3:30 to 8:00 PM on Sunday, December 6
th

 (next Sunday) 

at the Old Grade School at 810 Maupin Street in New 

Haven. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday                Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                   Jenny Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday           Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday               Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                             Barb Kassebaum and 

                                                 Jenny Huellinghoff 

Acolytes                                   Tyler Kasmann 

                                                  Kayleigh Crego 

                                                  Cierra Donatti 

Bell Ringer                              Jeff Hohlt 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions                $1,346.00 

Plate                                                    87.50 

Sunday School                                   19.40 

Thanksgiving Offering                       6.00 

Sausage Sales                                      7.00 

Poinsettias                                         55.97 

                                                    $1,521.87 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service: 

Thanksgiving  Offerings                 428.00 

Plate                                                      8.00 

Weekly Contribution                        50.00 

Cookbooks                                         60.00 

Poinsettias                                          51.98                      

                                                         $597.98 

 

Saturday Worship:    15 

Sunday Worship:       83 

Sunday School:                 Children:  4 

                                            Adults:     18 

Thanksgiving Worship:    52 



 

16 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday             Elders Meeting   7:00 PM 

Wednesday        Advent Services  10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Friday                      Ladies Aid Christmas Party   

                                 12:00 Noon 

Saturday                 Children’s Christmas Rehearsal  

                                 10:00 AM 

                                 Worship with Holy Communion 

                                 3:00 PM 

 


