
 1 

Sermon for 21
st

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 
 

 It Cuts Both Ways 

The human race, in its bloodthirsty violence, has invented 
many kinds of weapons of warfare.  However, there is one 
weapon that they did not invent, but that they saw and 
copied from a non-human source.  That weapon is the 
sword.  For at the Fall of Man, Adam and Eve saw a 
cherubim with a flaming sword guarding the way back to 
Eden.  The sword existed before Man could invent it. 

Why would an angel hold a weapon of destruction?   

Because mankind had become a sinful, wild creature.  For 

Text: Hebrews 4:12-13 
 
“For the word of God is 
alive and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged 
sword.” 
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Man's own sake, they had to be restrained from gaining the 
Tree of Life, lest they become an immortal evil, which would 
be an abomination. 

For in Adam we all became an unclean thing, like a 
dangerous, rabid animal.  We became creatures of death, 
filled with death in our souls as well as causing death in our 
actions.  We became murderers, each man hating his 
brother and calling him all kinds of murderous, profane 
names. 

Such wild beasts as we became in our sinful flesh should 
have been killed outright.  The cherubim at the garden 
should have killed Adam and Eve with the flaming sword.  
But God restrained the Angel's hand, and our parents lived. 

Now, our way of return to Eden is guarded by the flaming 
Sword, which is the Word of God, also called the Sword of 
the Spirit by St. Paul.  As the writer to the Hebrews in our 
sermon text puts it, the Sword of the Spirit is living and 
powerful, sharper than any earthly two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and 
marrow. 

Our flesh does not want the Word to penetrate even to our 
secret thoughts.  But the Word does whether we like it or 
not.  We do not want our unclean, sinful soul exposed.  We 
do not want private sins judged by God. 

Our flesh wants casual religion, where we go to worship 
once a week, and we don't have to feel threatened or 
exposed.  We do not want everything uncovered and laid 
bare. 
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But that's just too bad.  The Word of God judges your very 
thoughts.  It sees jealousy, lust, coveting, anger, 
impenitence, and a host of their friends that lurk in our 
hearts.  The Word tells you that your very mind and heart are 
full of unclean desires.  If you want to be a Christian, you 
must allow this Word to pierce you right to the bottom of your 
soul, exposing what sin has put there.  If you resist it and 
push it away, then you cannot remain a Christian for long. 

There are two edges to this Sword of the Spirit.  One edge 
cuts you with the Law.  The other edge heals you with the 
Gospel.  One edge slays.  The other brings to life.  One edge 
pushes you down to the very depths of hell, for the Law tells 
you that is where you deserve to go.  Yet the other edge lifts 
you up to the highest heaven. 

This mighty Sword from the mouth of your Savior gives you 
back Paradise, because it gives you the blood and death of 
Christ.  The Gospel fills your soul with eternal life.  It rescues 
your spirit from the devil's clutches.  For only by the power of 
the Word can you receive salvation, as it gives you the 
benefits of the death of Christ. 

This Word is living and powerful.  It is filled with life, because 
it is the Word of the living God.  It contains His life for you.  
So you see that it is living because it has created new life in 
you. 

More than that, your sinful nature, also called the old Adam, 
has been slain by the Sword of the Spirit in you.  The 
uncleanness of your flesh will not bar you from entrance into 
Paradise any more.  The cherubim will stand aside and allow 
you to pass, for the flaming Sword has already pierced your 
heart. 



 4 

Because the Word pierced you and exposed your sinful 
heart, Christ was able to inject His precious lifeblood into 
you.  For He also was pierced, and the stream of Holy Blood 
from His side flows into you.  His very life is yours, since His 
life is in His Blood, delivered to you by this powerful, life-
giving Word. 

So amazing is this Word, that it has both cut out the cancer 
of sin, and bestowed eternal health.  No surgeon's tool can 
defy death so well.  No knight's sword could defeat so great 
a dragon as the one that Christ, our Mighty Warrior has 
slain.  He has won an eternal Kingdom for you.  Here is the 
eternal banquet of your King's celebration.  Here is the 
beginning of eternity for you. 

In the Name of the Mighty King and Warrior, Jesus Christ, 
with the Father and the Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

 


