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AS WE GATHER: Reformation Day can too easily become 

a day of pride for those who claim the legacy of Martin 

Luther, but it can also too easily be forgotten or distorted. We 

are not here for hero worship of a man but to give thanks to 

God for Luther and those of every generation whose voices 

have been raised in faithful witness to the Gospel. At the 

same time, we are here to affirm that this Gospel remains 

under threat from both within and outside the Church. So we 

must take up in our own generation the call to renew the 

careful distinction between Law and Gospel, to affirm the 

authority of the Word of God as source and norm of our faith 

and teaching, and to herald the clearest proclamation of Jesus 

Christ crucified and risen to pay the cost of our redemption 

and justify the sinner before God. With joy, we affirm this 

salvation is by grace alone and not of our own works and that 

we apprehend this by the Holy Spirit’s work of faith in our 

hearts. 

  
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, in every 

generation through prophet and preacher, You have called  

and gathered Your people through Your Word. Raise up  

faithful voices in our own time who will speak faithfully and  

forcefully Your Word of truth so that many may come to the  

knowledge of Your Son, be declared righteous and just by His  

sacrificial death, and live in the peace of Christ until He  
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comes again in His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our  

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Reformation Festival Divine Service  
 

DIVINE SERVICE II, page 158 

HYMNS 298, 355, 289, 243, 247 

 

PSALM Psalm 46 
 

All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

 

Men: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives 

way,though the mountains be moved into the heart 

of the sea, 

 

Women: though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

 

Pastor: There is a river whose streams make glad the city 

of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 

Men: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns. 

 

Women: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

He utters His voice, the earth melts. 
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All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Men: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Women: Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

how He has brought desolations on the earth. 

 

Pastor: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

He burns the chariots with fire. 

 

Men: “Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” 

 

Women: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

All Sing: Glory be to God the Father, 

Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit: 

Great Jehovah, Three in One! 

Glory, glory, 

While eternal ages run! (LW 173) 

  
Welcome to all our guests from the Washington Circuit 

that came to worship with us celebrating the 498
th

 

anniversary of Luther’s nailing the 95 Theses to the door 

of All Saints' Church in Wittenberg, October 31, 1517. 


