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AS WE GATHER: This Saturday and Sunday we are blessed 

to have Mr. John Strasen former Lutheran Bible Translator to 

tell of his experiences of the past few years in Africa. Mr. 

Strasen will speak to our Bible Class on Sunday Morning and 

we will have an opportunity to meet after Sunday service with 

a dinner put on by our Ebenezer Mission Society.  Welcome 

John!  

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord Jesus Christ, our 

strength and support in all situations, grant us the power and 

presence of Your Holy Spirit that we may be certain of Your 

abiding presence. Give us confidence that because of Your 

sacrifice on our behalf, our heavenly Father welcomes our 

prayers and petitions; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and rules with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Every Morning Mercies New” TLH 537 

 

Ev’ry morning mercies new 

Fall as fresh as morning dew; 

Ev’ry morning let us pay 

Tribute with the early day; 

For Thy mercies, Lord, are sure, 

Thy compassion doth endure. 
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Still the greatness of Thy love 

Daily doth our sins remove; 

Daily, far as east from west, 

Lifts the burden from the breast; 

Gives unbought to those who pray 

Strength to stand in evil day. 

 

As the morning light returns, 

As the sun with splendor burns, 

Teach us still to turn to Thee, 

Ever-blessed Trinity, 

With our hands our hearts to raise, 

In unfailing prayer and praise. 
Text: Greville Phillimore, 1821–84. Public domain. 

Tune: VOLLER WUNDER, Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76. Public domain. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 25:4–5; 86:11–12; 119:159–160 

 

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach 

me Your paths. 

People: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for 

You are the God of my salvation; for You I 

wait all the day long. 

 

Pastor: Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk 

in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name. 

People: I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with 

my whole heart, and I will glorify Your name 

forever. 
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Pastor: Consider how I love Your precepts! Give me 

life according to Your steadfast love. 

People: The sum of Your word is truth, and every 

one of Your righteous rules endures forever. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: It is good and right that we should make 

confession of our sins. The Small Catechism 

informs and directs us about confession with 

these words: 

 

People: Confession has two parts. First, that we 

confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the 

pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 

but firmly believing that by it our sins are 

forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

Pastor: Humble yourselves before God, confess your 

sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 

 

People: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a 

troubled and penitent sinner, confess to You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

present and eternal punishment. By nature, I 

am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and 

deed I have continually transgressed Your 

Law. For the sake of the sufferings and death 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and 

merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. 

Forgive me all of my sins, and grant me the 

power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend 

my sinful life. 
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Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your 

faith. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Let it be done for you as you believe. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 WORD  

 

INTROIT Psalm 31:14–16; antiphon: v. 24 

 

Pastor: Be strong, and let your heart take courage,  

all you who wait for the LORD! 

 

People: But I trust in You, O LORD;  

I say, “You are my God.” 

 

Pastor: My times are in Your hand;  

rescue me from the hand of my enemies and 

from my persecutors! 

 

People: Make Your face shine on Your servant;  

save me in Your steadfast love! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE “You Are the Way; through You 

Alone” TLH 355 

 

Thou art the Way; to Thee alone 

 From sin and death we flee; 

 And he who would the Gather seek 

 Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee. 

  

 Thou art the Truth; Thy Word alone 

 True wisdom can impart; 

 Thou only canst inform the mind 

 And purify the heart. 

  

 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life; 
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 Grant us that Way to know, 

 That Truth to keep, that life Life to win,  

 Whose joys eternal flow. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in 

every need, continue to preserve Your Church 

in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and 

bless her with Your peace; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 50:4–10 (God’s 

people are encouraged by the prophet.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL 

 

All:  Fear the Lord, you saints, 

  For those who fear Him lack nothing! 

  Many are the afflictions of the righteous 

  But the Lord delivers Him out of them all. 

 

 CHOIR  “What a Friend We have in Jesus” (Sunday) 
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EPISTLE James 3:1–12 (Counsel regarding edifying speech) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

ALLELUIA VERSE Mark 9:23b 
 

All: Alleluia. All things are possible for one who 

believes. Alleluia. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:14–29 (A child with an unclean 

spirit is healed.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise the One Who Breaks the 

Darkness” HS98 881 
 

SERMON “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Mark 

9:24 

 

OFFERING 

 

 OFFERTORY “Lord of all good” HS98 884 

 

Lord of all good our gifts we bring to thee 

Use them thy holy purpose to fulfil 

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

That our whole life is offered to thy will 

 

We give our mind to understand thy ways 

Hands eyes and voice to serve thy great design 

Heart with the flame of thine own love ablaze 

Till for thy glory all our powers combine 

 

Father whose bounty all creation shows 

Christ by whose willing sacrifice we live 

Spirit from whom all life in fullness flows 

To thee with grateful hearts ourselves we give 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
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day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Jesus Savior Come to Me” TLH 356 

 

Jesus, Savior, come to me; 

Let me ever be with Thee. 

Come and nevermore depart, 

Thou who reignest in my heart. 

 

Lord, for Thee I ever sigh, 

Nothing else can satisfy. 

Ever do I cry to Thee: 

Jesus, Jesus, come to me! 

 

Earthly joys can give no peace, 

Cannot bid my longing cease; 

Still to have my Jesus near, 

This is all my pleasure here. 

 

All that makes the angels glad, 

In their garb of glory clad, 

Only fills me with distress 

If Thy presence does not bless. 

 

Thou alone, my God and Lord, 

Art my glory and reward. 

Thou hast bled for me and died; 

In Thy wounds I safely hide. 

 

Come, then, Lamb for sinners slain, 



 

11 

Come and ease me of my pain. 

Evermore I cry to Thee: 

Jesus, Jesus, come to me! 

 

Patiently I wait Thy Day; 

For this gift, O Lord, I pray, 

That, when death shall come to me, 

My dear Jesus Thou wilt be. 

 
Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. Public 

domain.Tune: GOTT SEI DANK, Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. 

Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. Public domain. 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we thank You for having fed 

us with Your life-giving Word. Strengthen us 

through the same, help our unbelief, and grant 

us a portion with the saints in light eternal. This 

we ask through Jesus Christ, our everlasting 

High Priest, who with You and the Holy Spirit 

are one God, world without end. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Ephesians 6:11, 15 

 

Pastor: The LORD be with you as the only way to the 

Father in heaven. 

The LORD bless your days with the truth that is 

in Christ alone. 

The LORD be your life and direct your paths by 

His Spirit of peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 



 

12 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad that you are here for worship services on this 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  May the Lord refresh 

you with peace and love during our worship services.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the 

guest register near the front entrance with your name, 

address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

A Visit from John Strasen – John Strasen with Lutheran 

Bible Translators will be our guest at this Weekend’s worship 

services. The Ebenezer Mission Society will be serving a 

roast beef dinner following the  Sunday service. A free will 

offering will be collected with proceeds going to Lutheran 

Bible Translators. Please plan to attend and visit with Mr. 

Strasen! 

 

Bible Study Change in when it will start – Just released 

from Lutheran Hour Ministries is “A Man Named Martin”. In 

five sessions, “A Man Named Martin” chronicles the life of 

this extraordinary Martin Luther. This should be a very 

interesting Bible Study and will take place on the following 

dates:  The Bible Study will not begin this Thursday but 

rather October 8. This is due to Pastor’s vacation at the 

end of the month. If we begin this Wednesday we would 

be idle for two weeks before the next session.        

The Schedule for Classes:           

Thursday, October 8
 
at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM;       

Thursday, October 15 at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM      

Thursday, October 22 – Classes cancelled for Pork 

Sausage dinner preparation          

Thursday, October 29, 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM.         

Thursday, November 5, 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM    

Please join us for this very interesting Bible Study! 

 



 

13 

Confirmation Class - Our Confirmation Class has 7 students. 

Please pray for them weekly as they prepare to confirm their 

Christian faith in 2016. Dates to remember: Sunday, April 24, 

2016 questioning or review of Luther’s Small Catechism, 

May 1, 2016 Confirmation Day. The confirmation class - 

Tyler Kasmann, Cierra Donatti, Ava Monzyk, Danielle 

Gerding, Paige Thurmond, Trent Huellinghoff, and Kayleigh 

Crego. 

 

Cookie Sale – The Ebenezer Mission Society is hosting our 

annual cookie sale after Church on Sunday, September 20. 

You will be able to choose from a variety of home baked 

cookies at the cost of $4.00 per dozen. The proceeds from the 

cookie sale will go toward a new project through With God’s 

Little Ones. This project helps families in Madagascar to 

become more self-sufficient by growing their own food. 

Money to buy supplies such as gardening tools, seeds, etc. are 

obtained by selling hand made greeting cards.   These cards 

are totally hand made from fiber to paper to embroidery to 

cards and envelopes. A sample of these cards are on display 

at the back of Church. Each card has an insert that tells about 

the source of these beautiful creations. Proceeds from the 

cookie sale will purchase a machine that will cut desired 

shapes into the paper in order to increase production. These 

cards are for sale at $5.00 each or 3 for $12.00. Please make 

your check payable to Ebenezer Mission Society. 

We are also accepting donations of homemade cookies for 

our sale on September 20. If you would like to donate cookies 

toward our sale, please have them at Church the morning of 

our sale. Thank you so much for considering and helping with 

this mission project!! 

 

The Mixed Choir will begin practicing again Wednesday, 

September 23 at 7:00 PM. If you enjoy singing, come and 

join us!! 
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Time to sew more rice bags – The Ebenezer Mission Society 

will be sewing rice bags for Mercy Hospital on September 21
 

beginning at 7:00 PM. All are welcome to help with this 

mission project. 

 

Cookbooks have arrived! – The cookbooks look great and 

the content is even better! The price of the cookbook is $20. 

We have committed to selling 200 cookbooks so please pass 

the word to friends, relatives and the community. At this time 

we are taking prepaid orders by filling out the order form and 

put that and a check or money order in the RED RECIPE 

BOX on the table at the back of Church or you can mail them 

to Nancy Quinn or Dana Kasmann. There are lots of order 

forms on the table at the back of Church next to the red 

Recipe Box. Please make your check payable to Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church. Thank you! 

 

Also, please remember our ongoing collection for the 

Leslie Food Pantry and the Shoeman Water Project. 

 

Choice Dollars – Please be sure to direct your Choice Dollars 

from Thrivent. The chapter has changed to a regional form, 

but the Choice Dollars still remain the same for you to direct 

as you would like them. Just call or email Thrivent to direct 

the money, or it will be used for other Thrivent interests. 

Also remember about the $250 VISA card available for use 

for a fundraiser or recognition dinner or some community 

project. You can apply online at Thrivent, use the money for 

the project, if approved, then report the results after the finish 

of the project. You must apply at least 3 weeks in advance of 

the project to allow enough time to receive the card and 

materials. Year to date Thrivent Choice income: $5,057.00. 

 

The Lutheran Witness — September 2015 A lot of charges 

are leveled against Christianity. And just as many questions 

are asked of it.  After we’re dead, do our bodies even matter? 
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Are we allowed to judge others? What about the old heresies 

that continue to rear their ugly heads still today? Is the Lord’s 

Supper dependent upon how much faith we have? Do we 

really have to sing hard hymns?             

Is it enough to have a personal relationship with Jesus or 

should we go to to church too? Does Baptism really work? 

What about the verse in the Bible about Christians being 

hypocrites? Who do we believe? And how do we know where 

to start? The answers are easy: Jesus and His Word. It’s never 

been easy to be the Church, but in this issue of The Lutheran 

Witness, you’ll learn how easy it can be to debunk common 

myths leveled against Christianity and against Lutheranism in 

particular. Let’s learn together how to make a good 

confession while keeping in mind, as cover story author the 

Rev. Derek Roberts reminds us, “The Word of God is the 

number one aid in the fight against heresy. His true Word 

shines light on all falsehood.”Thanks be to God! SAMPLE 

COPIES of Lutheran Witness are available at the back of the 

church. Go to www.cph.org/witness to subscribe to the magazine, and 

Like the magazine at www.facebook.com/thelutheranwitness to receive 

daily updates.  
 

David Summers – David is doing well after his kidney 

transplant. Last Tuesday he attended our elders meeting held 

at Pastor’s office. He still must stay away from large crowds. 

David and family extend their thanks for the congregation for 

their prayers, cards and calls. 

 

Robin McCoy – Please keep Robin McCoy in your prayers 

as she does her excellent missionary work in Thailand. Robin 

as been going through many challenges these past few weeks. 

 

A Vigil of Repentance in Remembrance of the Victims of 

Abortion will be held at Bethlehem on Saturday, September 

12th, at 7 pm. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday     Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday           Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday    Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday        Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                   Kate & Denise Walkenhorst 

Acolytes                       Danielle Gerding 

                                  Trent Huellinghoff 

                                   Ava Monzyk 

Bell Ringer                   Jeff Hohlt 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions              $1,856.00 

Plate                                                      35.00 

Sunday School                                      22.37 

Jim Kormeier Memorials                   50.00 

                                                   $1,963.37 

 

Attendance:      Saturday Worship   22 

                           Sunday Worship    63 

     Sunday School   25 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

  

SUNDAY Mission Sunday Dinner after Church 

Tuesday  Pastor’s Conference, Port Hudson 8:30 AM 

Wednesday Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday  NO BIBLE STUDY 

Saturday -  Worship with Holy Communion 

                    5:00 PM 

 

Date to Remember – Make a Difference Spend one hour 

with Christians from the New Haven area Praying for the 

end to abortion in our country. October 4 – 2:00 – 3:00 

PM. Pick up a sign at Trinity Lutheran Church. 


