
 1 

Funeral Sermon For Jim 
Kormeier 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Has Helped Us 

Dear Babs, Barry and  Angie, Jeff and Laurie, grand 
children, great grandchildren, relatives and dear friends. 

Jim’s whole life was centered on this area.  Born and raised 
just east of here, Baptized, confirmed, and continued today 
at this memorial service here at this church Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church.   From this church, Ebenezer, the Lord has 
helped him to this point, to grow in the knowledge of His 
Savior Jesus Christ and strengthened in Word and 
Sacraments to love you all of you and especially you Babs 
and his children Barry and Jeff, Laurie and Angie, and 
grandchildren.  

 

Text: Isaiah 7:12 
Then Samuel took a stone and set 
it up between Mizpah and Shen. 
He named it Ebenezer, saying, 
“Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 

Ebenezer – Thus far 
the Lord has helped 

Us. 
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In the text of 1 Samuel 7:12, the children of Israel were 
facing insurmountable odds of defeating their enemies.  The 
enemies of Israel are symbols of the enemies we face today, 
death, every type of sin we read and see in the news about 
our own country, and yes, still the calamity we see in that 
area of the world today. 

Israel turned to the Lord led by Samuel to confess their sins 
and to rely on God’s grace and mercy.  God delivered them 
when there was no human possible hope. The enemies were 
defeated. In response we read what Samuel did: 

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between 
Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, 
“Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 

That is the name of the rock out in front of church, 
“Ebenezer.” It is to remind us that up to this moment it is all 
by God’s grace and mercy that we are here today, to say 
thank you to our gracious Lord for the gift of Jim, and for our 
lives that are redeemed in Christ’s precious blood. 

Jim is with Jesus and he needs no more help.  He is in our 
Savior’s arms, where “The battle is over the victory is won” 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

In the ups and downs of his life not just these last days of 
cancer but throughout life our loving Savior was Jim’s 
Ebenezer: from birth to August 17. As we read in Psalm 121: 

The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at 
your right hand; 

the sun will not harm you by day,    
 nor the moon by night. 
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The Lord will keep you from all harm—   
 he will watch over your life; 

the Lord will watch over your coming and going        
both now and forevermore.  

When His loving mom and dad, Mildred and Alfred took 
Alfred as a baby to this church on December 3 to be 
baptized the Lord, Jim’s Ebenezer was their for him.   

John 10 we read that we are compared to sheep. Jim was 
surely “Christ’s Little Lamb” “I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full. 

Jim had a full life. The evil that Scripture calls a thief, did not  
steel or kill, for Jim’s life was a life in the spirit of God’s 
merciful love and deliverance, filled to completeness that 
could overflow with love to each of us. 

Jim’s was living a life filled with the theme of Ebenezer.  “The 
Lord has helped me.” 

John 11, we hear a dialogue with Jesus and Martha at the 
time of Lazarus’ death.  

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.” 
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Jim believed and knew who he was in the humble assurance 
of God’s promises: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you 
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you ablaze.” Isaiah 43 

Peter confessed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Upon this confession Christ responds: 

On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 

This gave Jim his assurance that Christ was his Ebenezer.  

It was Jim that helped move that heavy rock to the front of 
the Church. Jim has figuratively and literally worked with 
rocks in farming, moving them with Eric. These rocks were 
impediments to making a better life. 

This rock, Jesus Christ, is the symbol of God’s continuing 
grace and his holy angels watching over us.  The Lord has 
helped us, in our past, upon a rocky hill of Calvary where are 
Lord died for all sin and disease, and emerged from a rock 
grave on Easter that there was only one Rock, Jesus Christ. 
Because our Savior lives, Jim, too, lives. 

He is our Rock today as we are reminded in Psalm 121: 

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not 
slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber 
nor sleep. 
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The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right 
hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

Christ our Ebenezer will be with us even to the end of the 
age when He will awaken Jim from this rocky grave and all 
of us to that glorious resurrection in heaven where there will 
be no more cancer and no more tears, but glorious alleluias 
to Christ our Ebenezer for ever and ever. 

Jim’s confirmation verse from Matthew 24:13 is “the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.” Jim endured to the end 
because of His Ebenezer. “The Lord has helped us.” This 
was his confession plain and simple. 

With my humble words, I cannot express the many good 
things he has done and why you are today to pay respects to 
Babs and this great family. 

All I can do is point to Christ, the resurrection and life, our 
Ebenezer, as say with the hymnist: 

“On Christ, the solid rock I stand, all other else is sinking 
Sand.”   


