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AS WE GATHER: The Puritans who first came in 1620 saw 

America as a sort of promised land, given to them by God. 

Throughout the history of our country, Americans have 

enjoyed rich gifts granted by our bountiful God. As 

Christians, we believe that while America continues to be 

seen as a promised land by “your tired, your poor, your 

huddled masses yearning to breathe free,” the eternal 

Promised Land, heaven, still awaits us. Today, as we thank 

God for the blessings of our great nation, we have an 

opportunity to implore His forgiveness for our personal and 

national faults, ask His blessings and guidance for the future 

of the republic, and then look ahead by faith to the eternal 

Promised Land, made sure by the death and resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

FOURTH OF JULY: There is no greater feeling of 

liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and death 

that you have provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today 

my heart and my soul are free to praise you. For this I am 

very thankful. 

 

On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who 

have sacrificed for my freedom, following the example of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my freedom, both 

physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remember 

that my freedom was purchases with a very high price. My 

freedom cost others their very lives. 
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Lord, today, bless those who have served and continue to give 

their lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet their 

needs and watch over their families. 

 

Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give 

me the strength to be a blessing in someone else's life today, 

and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the freedom 

that can be found in knowing Christ. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Before You, Lord, We Bow” LW 500 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Based on 1 Peter 2:13, 15–17 

 

Pastor: Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human 

institution, 

People: for this is the will of God. 

 

Pastor: Live as people who are free, as servants of God.  

People: Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 

God. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: God has blessed us so generously. We are living 

in America in the twenty-first century. But, just 

as our national and spiritual forbearers, we have 

not thought, spoken, or acted in thankfulness 
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and praise. For Jesus’ sake, though, there is 

abundant grace and forgiveness. Let us 

therefore confess our sins to God, our heavenly 

Father. 

 

Silence of reflection on the Word of God and our own 

sinfulness. 

 

Pastor: Gracious God, 

People: we confess that we are sinful by nature and 

that in life we have ignored Your many 

blessings in this land of promise. We have 

taken our lot in life as a deserved benefit and 

let our pride cover our faults and failings. 

We have been content to receive the freedom 

and prosperity of this land without giving 

You thanks and praise. We have failed to 

share Your bounty with those in our society 

less fortunate than ourselves, preferring to 

put our own comfort before our brothers’ 

urgent needs. We have let the morality of the 

society around us speak louder than Your 

Word and will for us. Forgive us for Jesus’ 

sake. Turn our hearts to Your will and our 

eyes to Your eternal promises. Open doors of 

opportunity in which we may reflect Your 

truth, mercy, and love in our sojourn until 

we enter the eternal Promised Land. 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus took all our sins with Him to the 

cross. The Father accepted His sacrifice on our 

behalf. By His death Christ destroyed death, 

and by His rising again He has restored us to 

everlasting life. In the mercy of almighty God, 

all who die in faith will enter the Promised 

Land of heaven. As a called and ordained 
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servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Walk as children of promise to the praise 

of His holy name each day of your pilgrimage 

on earth.  

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 33 

 

Pastor: Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! 

People: Praise befits the upright. 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 

People: make melody to Him with the harp often 

strings! 

Pastor: Sing to Him a new song; 

People: play skillfully on the strings, with loud 

shouts. 

Pastor: For the word of the LORD is upright, 

People: and all His work is done in faithfulness. 

Pastor: He loves righteousness and justice; 

People: the earth is full of the steadfast love of the 

LORD. 

Pastor: By the word of the LORD the heavens were 

made, 

People: and by the breath of His mouth all their host. 

Pastor: He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 

People: He puts the deeps in storehouses. 

Pastor: Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

People: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in 

awe of Him! 

Pastor: For He spoke, and it came to be; 

People: He commanded, and it stood firm. 

Pastor: The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to 

nothing; 
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People: He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 

Pastor: The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 

People: the plans of His heart to all generations. 

Pastor: Blessed is the nation whose God | is the LORD, 

People: the people whom He has chosen as His 

heritage! 

Pastor: The LORD looks down from heaven; 

People: He sees all the children of man; 

Pastor: from where He sits enthroned He looks out 

People: on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

Pastor: He who fashions the hearts of them all 

People: and observes all their deeds. 

Pastor: The king is not saved by His great army; 

People: a warrior is not delivered by His great 

strength. 

Pastor: The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

People: and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

Pastor: Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who 

fear Him, 

People: on those who hope in His steadfast love, 

Pastor: that He may deliver their soul from death 

People: and keep them alive in famine. 

Pastor: Our soul waits for the LORD; 

People: He is our help and our shield. 

Pastor: For our heart is glad in Him, 

People: because we trust in His holy name. 

Pastor: Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

People: even as we hope in You. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

All:  Lord have mercy upon us,       
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Christ have mercy upon us,        

Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 

LW 171 

 

Holy God, we praise your name; 

Lord of all, we bow before you. 

All on earth your scepter claim, 

All in heaven above adore you. 

Infinite your vast domain, 

Everlasting is your reign. 

 

Holy Father, holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name you, 

Though in essence only one; 

Undivided God we claim you 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord over all, You ordain the powers that be in 

the kingdoms of this world. 

People: Order our days in peace, guide our leaders, 

and prosper the Church, Your kingdom of 

grace, here in this great land; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:16–27:3 

(Moses instructs the people before they cross the Jordan.) 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 26:15a, 19a 

 

Pastor: You have increased the nation, O LORD, 

People: You have increased the nation; 

Pastor: Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 

People: You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing 

for joy! 

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:11–17 En route to our Promised Land, 

freedom dare not be misused.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Deuteronomy 27:3, adapt. 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. The LORD your God is giving you a 

land flowing with milk and honey, 

People: as the LORD, the God of our fathers, has 

promised. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 12:13–17 (Give the government its 

due.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

twelfth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CATECHISM The Fourth Commandment; The Fourth 

Petition 

 

Pastor: Honor your father and your mother. What does 

this mean? 

People: We should fear and love God so that we do 

not despise or anger our parents and other 

authorities, but honor them, serve and obey 

them, love and cherish them. 

 

Pastor: Give us this day our daily bread. What does this 

mean? 

People: God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, 

but we pray in this petition that God would 

lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 

bread with thanksgiving. 

 

Pastor: What is meant by daily bread? 

People: Daily bread includes everything that has to 

do with the support and needs of the body, 

such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, 

home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 

husband or wife, devout children, devout 

workers, devout and faithful rulers, good 

government, good weather, peace, health, 

self-control, good reputation, good friends, 

faithful neighbors, and the like. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jerusalem the Golden” LW 309  

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “God Bless Our Native Land” LW 497 
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God bless our native land; 

Firm may it ever stand 

Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do thou our country save 

By thy great might. 

 

So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies, 

On whom we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To thee aloud we cry: 

God save the state! 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for ourselves, this nation, and all 

people according to their needs. 

Pastor: We the people of the United States. 

People: We give thanks, Lord our God, that You 

have ordained that we are citizens in this 

great land. Strengthen our resolve to reflect 

Your rule and will, both in our private living 

and also in the public arena. Through us may 

Your kingdom of grace be apparent in these 

United States. 

 

Pastor: In order to form a more perfect union. 

People: Unite our hearts, Lord Jesus, so that we may 

reflect Your compassionate love in our roles 

as citizens and civil servants, as friends and 

neighbors, as farmers and merchants, and as 

parents and children. 
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Pastor: Establish justice. 

People: O Holy Spirit, give wisdom and insight to all 

who make and administer our laws. Shield 

them from the temptation that comes from 

power, and grant them hearts to serve the 

welfare of all the people. 

 

Pastor: Insure domestic tranquility. 

People: Where there is discord and distrust within 

our borders, heavenly Father, open doors of 

understanding and forgiveness. Raise up 

wise leaders in all the nations of the world so 

that we may live in concord with our 

neighbor states and that our enemies may 

seek peace and pursue it. 

 

Pastor: Provide for the common defense. 

People: Lord Christ, protect and guide all who serve 

in our Armed Forces. When they are 

deployed, be with their families. When they 

return, help us honor their dedication. 

Likewise, surround with Your care all who 

provide protection, emergency services, and 

health care here and everywhere in this great 

land. 

 

Pastor: Promote the general welfare. 

People: Heavenly Father, be with all who are 

unemployed and underemployed, those who 

are disabled and disheartened, all who 

struggle to find adequate food, clothing, or 

shelter, and all who are in need of healing. 

Open hearts and minds of individuals and 

charitable organizations, especially those 

who serve in Your Son’s name, to meet their 
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needs and join to praise Your grace and 

mercy. 

 

Pastor: Secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 

our posterity. 

People: For all Your blessings to those who 

established this land, Lord God, we give You 

thanks. For all the blessings that surround us 

now, Lord Jesus, we worship Your holy 

name. For the land of promise that awaits us, 

O Holy Spirit, we rejoice in the gift of faith 

that You have bestowed upon us in Your 

grace and mercy. Help us to instill Your 

Word of promise in the generations that 

come after us. 

 

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us 

ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.        

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

having created all things, took on human flesh 

and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake 

He died on the cross and rose from the dead to 

put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 

and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” LW 168 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy, All the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around  

The glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee; 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky  

and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
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 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–

24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  

body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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People: Amen. 

 

THE LAMB OF GOD TLH 167 

1.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 

         away the sin of the world, have mercy 

         upon us! 

 

2.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 

         away the sin of the world, have mercy 

         upon us! 

 

3.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 

         away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 

         peace! Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Lord, to You Immortal Praise” LW 496 

“O God of Love, O King of Peace”LW 498 (Old Hundreth) 

 “Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored” LW 499 

 

CANTICLE HS98 911 

 

 Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 

 Your word is now fulfilled. 

 These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 

 This child so long foretold. 

 

 This is the Savior of the world, 

 The Gentiles’ promised light, 

 God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 

 The joy of Israel. 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
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People: His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

We give thanks, Lord our God, for You have 

again refreshed us on our pilgrim way. Grant us 

to live each day in this blessed land as citizens 

of Your kingdom of grace until we enter the 

Promised Land in which faith has turned to 

sight; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all 

times in every way. The Lord be with you all, 

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, 

the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, abide with you 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 3. Copyright © 2015 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  

We are very glad you are here for worship services on this 

4
th

 of July weekend.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our worship services.  Please join us here 

at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to Becky Summers 

whose father, Gene Ditch, passed away on Friday, June 26.  

Burial will be July 6
th

 at Jefferson Barracks Cemetery at 2:00 

PM.  May God comfort Becky and family in the time of loss 

in the sure grace and life in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

We rejoice with Meri and Tyler Gardner in the birth of 

their son, Colton Paul, on June 22. Mother and Son are doing  

fine .  May God bless the Gardner family in the love of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Please keep in your Prayers Jim Kormeier who has been 

having a pretty good week and also Lawrence Pelster. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held Monday, 

 July 13, 2015 at 7:30 PM.  Please plan to attend this 

important meeting of our Church! 

 

A Picnic “Thank You” – Thank you to everyone who 

brought cakes for the cakewalk at our Church picnic.  Your 

help is most appreciated!! 

 

Ladies Aid Country Store – Sincere thanks to everyone for 

your support of our country store at the picnic.  We have a 

number of beautiful doilies and many patterns, books, etc.  If 

anyone is interested in any of these items, they will be on 

display in the Church basement until July 12, 2015.  Please 

help yourself to any items for a donation to Ladies Aid.  

Thanks again for your help and support! 
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Welcome to VBS “Camp Discovery: Jesus at Work 

Through Us”!  We are happy to invite children ages 3 

through grade 8 to attend Vacation Bible School here with us.   

Vacation Bible School will be held here July 27 – 31 from 

9:00 to 11:30 AM. Please read the July Newsletter for All 

the Details of VBS. 

 

Shoe Collection For Water Projects.  A representative from 

Shoeman Water Projects will give a presentation on July 28 

at 9:00 AM during VBS.  If you have shoes to donate try to 

have them here by Tuesday morning of VBS.  We will 

continue to collect all during the VBS week and take 

whatever shoes not collected to the sight at another time.   

 

VBS Decorating Request - We are gearing up for VBS 2015 

and would like to start collecting items for decorating the 

Church for “Camp Discovery:  Jesus at Work Through Us”.  

Since it’s the camping theme this year, we are asking for 

artificial Christmas trees (not the pre-let kind) of all shapes 

and sizes.  We just ask that they are green!  We can also use 

artificial evergreen garlands and silk greenery.  In addition, 

we are looking for camping items (lanterns, canteens, 

binoculars, sleeping bags, fishing nets, fishing poles, butterfly 

nets, etc.) to decorate with.  We are also looking for toy 

stuffed animals that you would find in the woods, (raccoons, 

squirrels, rabbits, ears, foxes, etc.)  Children will not be 

allowed to play with these items.  All items will be returned 

to you after VBS, but please mark them so we know who they 

belong to.  If you have something to lend, please call Julie 

Hilkerbaumer at 636-584-9239 or send an e-mail to 

ajhilkerbaumer@att.net.  Thank you!! 

 

“When Was The Last Time You…..”  This is the title of the 

most recent book written by Richard Althage.  There is a 

sign-up sheet and some flyers about the book, on the table 

near our Church entrance.  The books are $9.00 each.  If you 

mailto:ajhilkerbaumer@att.net
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would like to order a book(s), please sign the sheet or let 

Mary Sprick know.  You may also pay Mary the $9.00 and 

she will let Richard know how many we need here at 

Ebenezer.  Thank you! 

 

Chinese VBS at Camp Wartburg – Pastor and Margaret 

will be leading a VBS at Camp Wartburg, Illinois on July 3
rd

 

and 4
th

 for the Light of Christ Chinese Mission.  We welcome 

Pastor Tim Brown from St. John’s at Beaufort who will 

be doing our Saturday evening (July 4
th

) worship service. 

 

Adult VBS – Please join Pastor for Bible Study this Thursday 

at 10:00 AM for a study of the VBS Bible stories. This week 

“Deborah Judges with God’s Wisdom” 

 

Thank you to Mary Wesche for having another Family 

Game Night last week Saturday evening! 

 

Mark your calendars – Mark J. Koch of Thrivent Financial 

will be hosting a Financial Update on Tuesday, July 21, 

2015  from 6:00 – 8:00 PM here at our Church.  A dinner 

will be served!  Join us and get answers to help you decide 

where to go from here.  Space is limited, so please RSVP by 

July 17
th

 to reserve your spot.  Contact Mark J. Koch at 573-

237-2686 or email mark.koch@thrivent.com. 

 

Would the person who reserved the dining hall on Saturday, 

August 1
st
, please contact Mary Sprick. 

 

St. John Lutheran Church Picnic will be Saturday, July 11, 

with serving beginning at 4:00 PM.  The address is 2840 

Charlotte Church Rd. Beef, Fish and Chicken Sandwiches; 

Brats and Hot Dogs; Homemade Ice Cream, Pie, Soda and 

Coffee will be served.  Free will offering for Baked Goods 

and Homemade items.  Everyone is welcome to come. 

 

mailto:mark.koch@thrivent.com
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday       Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday            Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday      Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                 Kathy and Karen Scheer 

Acolytes                       Tyler Kasmann 

                                 Cierra Donatti 

                                   Danielle Gerding 

Bell Ringer            Cody Adams 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions             $1,041.00 

Plate                                               318.57 

Sunday School                                21.26 

Recycle                                            20.85 

                                                   $1,401.68 

 

Attendance:   Saturday Worship     31 

                        Sunday Worship       57 

 

Sunday School:      Children     8 

                                 Adults      16 

                

This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday -       Elder’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

Thursday -         VBS Adult Bible Study   10:00 AM 

                             Church Officer’s Meeting  7:00 PM 

Friday -          Ladies Aid   1:30 PM 

Saturday -      Worship 5:00 PM 

 


