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Sermon for 5
th

 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
 

Lord Touch Me 
One of the things that we learn from Mark's Gospel account 
is that Jesus has authority over all things.  As Mark 
describes the healing and teaching ministry of Jesus, we see 
the healing of disease and injury, the cleansing of lepers, the 
casting out of demons, and so forth.  In last week's Gospel, 
Jesus even spoke to the wind and the waves and they 
obeyed Him. 

Today's Gospel reading takes the ministry of Jesus to a 
whole new level.  Humans regularly experience recovery 
from disease, healing from injury, and so forth.  But once 
you're dead, you're dead.  Normally, there is no coming back 

Text: Mark 5:23-24, 27-
28 
“My little daughter is dying. 
Please come and put your 
hands on her so that she will 
be healed and live.” 24 So 
Jesus went with him.  

When she heard about Jesus, 
she came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak, 
28 because she thought, “If I 
just touch his clothes, I will be 
healed.” 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
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- there is no recovery from death.  We often hear people say, 
"While there is life, there is hope."  The flip side of this 
saying is that once death occurs, all hope is gone.  As the 
Bible says, [1 Corinthians 15:26] "The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death." 

The Gospel accounts tell us that people brought their friends 
and loved ones to Jesus for healing.  Disease, injury, demon 
possession were all legitimate reasons to bring someone to 
Jesus.  People also did what Jairus did in today's Gospel.  
They came to Jesus to intercede for someone who could not 
come.  In all these circumstances no one ever asked Jesus 
to cure death itself.  Even in today's Gospel, Jairus originally 
sought out Jesus to heal his daughter because she was at 
the point of death.  When the daughter died, people came 
from the ruler's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. 
Why trouble the Teacher any further?" They were basically 
saying that hope was gone now that the daughter was dead.  
It was too much to expect that even such a great miracle 
worker as Jesus could raise someone from the dead. 

Never the less, Jesus has authority even over death.  Jesus 
said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not fear, only 
believe."  Jesus knew the message from home must have 
pierced the heart of Jairus.  Thus Jesus comforted Jairus 
with hope. 

Now that the daughter of the synagogue ruler was dead, 
Jesus knew things could get out of hand very quickly.  He 
was not interested in making a spectacle out of this family's 
grief.  He dismissed the crowds and even most of His 
disciples.  The Old Testament indicates that three witnesses 
are enough to establish the truth of a matter in a court of law.  
Jesus followed this tradition as He restricted the witnesses to 
Peter, James, and John.  In this way, Jesus did not subject 
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this family to the curiosity seekers in the crowd. 

When Jesus arrived at the home, He politely, but firmly 
emptied the house of everyone except the three witnesses 
and the parents of the child.  Taking her by the hand he said 
to her, "Talitha cumi," which means, "Little girl, I say to you, 
arise."  And immediately the girl got up and began walking … 
Jesus showed that He has authority even over death. 

By the time we come to this point in the ministry of our Lord, 
He has demonstrated authority over every debilitating 
medical condition.  He has demonstrated authority over the 
elements of creation.  He has demonstrated authority over 
every spiritual enemy.  In today's Gospel He has 
demonstrated authority over death.  Jesus has demonstrated 
complete authority over every possible evil that can attack 
us. 

Jesus not only demonstrated authority over all things, but He 
also demonstatrated authority at every level of society as 
well.  The other miracle in today's Gospel account 
demonstrates this very well.  While Jesus was en route to 
bring life to the house of Jairus, there was another member 
of society who also needed help from Jesus - a woman who 
had suffered for twelve years with an uncontrolled bleeding 
problem. 

Leviticus 15:25ff tells us that any woman who has an 
unusual flow of blood is unclean.  Everything she touches is 
unclean.  If she comes into contact with people, they have to 
take a bath and wash their clothes.  A woman with such a 
flow of blood may not be dead physically, but she is dead 
socially. 

Not only is she a social outcast, but she used all of her 
earthly resources in an attempt to find a doctor who could 
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cure her condition.  Mark informs us that she had suffered 
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she 
had, and was no better but rather grew worse.  In spite of all 
our medicals advances, we still know people who have gone 
to many doctors and spent a fortune with nothing to show for 
it.  The difference for this woman is that there was no 
insurance back then and she had used up all her resources.  
This woman was a social outcast in more ways than one. 

One of the miracles in today's Gospel involves Jairus, a ruler 
of the synagogue who is one of the leading members of the 
community.  The other miracle involves the woman with the 
bleeding problem who is at the bottom of society.  Two 
extremes of society who both received help from Jesus.  
Thus we see that Jesus not only has authority over all 
things, but that He has also come to help all people. 

Evil attacks us in different ways.  As a result, each of us 
suffers in different ways.  We each have our own conditions, 
injuries, and ailments.  We all occupy different places in 
society.  Yet, our tragedies all bring us to the same fate.  The 
root cause of all our evils is our sin.  Despite our differences, 
our sin will take each of us out of this world in the same way.  
Sooner or later, each of us must face death.  Sooner or later, 
each of us must face the judgment that comes at death.  
Sooner or later, we must all give an account of our lives. 

Earlier in this sermon I said that power over death is an 
order of magnitude greater than power over anything else.  
Yet there are levels of authority even in death.  

There are two degrees or kinds of death - temporal and 
eternal.  Temporal death is what we experience here in time 
- the separation of the body from the spirit.  Eternal death is 
outside of time.  It is the endless separation between us and 
God.  Just as the continuous flow of blood separated the 
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woman from society, our continual flow of sin separates us 
from God.  For our own sin doomed us to perish - not just 
from this earth, but also from the blessings of God's 
presence with us. 

The ultimate goal of Jesus' journey here on this earth was 
not merely to deal with temporal death.  His goal was to 
defeat death in all its forms including the eternal death that 
separates each and every one of us from God.  In order to 
deal with eternal death, He had to deal with its cause - sin. 

Jesus took our sin to Himself.  Although Jesus never sinned, 
He filled Himself with our sin.  In this way, He became the 
focal point of God's wrath against our sin.  When He suffered 
and died on the cross, He also took the punishment of our 
sin to Himself.  In this way, He defeated sin, the power of the 
devil, and both temporal and eternal death.  He 
demonstrated His victory over sin and death by rising from 
the dead and ascending into heaven.  

With Christ's victory comes the promise of eternal 
resurrection. 

When Jesus raised Jairus' daughter from death, He restored 
her to a state consistent with her age of twelve.  She 
continued to grow old and eventually died again.  The 
woman who suffered from the flow of blood also died. 

On the last day, we will rise never to die again.  We know 
this because the one who grasped the hand of a dead 
daughter and restored her to life has also risen from the 
dead.  On the last day He will take our hand and raise us as 
well - not to return to this life, but to life without end.  

As the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to say, [1 Corinthians 15:53-
57] This perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
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this mortal body must put on immortality.  When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "O death, where 
is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


