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AS WE GATHER: “The kingdom of heaven is like . . .” 

Jesus used this phrase many times in His teaching and 

preaching, with the images of seeds and growth as one of His 

common metaphors. From the seemingly miraculous action of 

a tiny seed with tremendous growth, to what the Lord speaks 

in a beautiful promise of a divine planting and producing He 

Himself will provide for His people, we are today drawn to 

the Scriptures, the faith He has planted and grown in us 

through His Spirit, and the ultimate fulfillment found in Jesus 

Christ alone. May God grant seed, nurture, growth, and good 

fruit to each of us as we worship Him. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, You alone 

as Creator sustain and provide for this wonderful creation and 

for all that we need for our body and life. Plant, nurture, and 

grow the seed of Your Word among us that Your kingdom 

may grow here within Your Church and be a blessing to our 

community and to the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “For the Fruits of His Creation” HS98 905   

 

INVOCATION 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: In Holy Baptism the Lord has called us, in body 

and soul, as His own. The Holy Spirit was 

freely given to us and the gift of faith was 

planted within us through the water and the 

Word that we may call upon God’s name 

believing that He will hear and answer. In the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: O God the Father, Creator of our bodies, planter 

and nurturer of all that grows, 

People: we gather in Your holy name. 

Pastor: O God the Son, the Seed of our salvation, 

planted in death embodying our sin and 

resurrected to life again with a glorified body, 

People: we gather in Your holy name. 

Pastor: O God the Holy Spirit, Sower of faith and 

Sanctifier of our bodies, 

People: we gather in Your holy name. 

Pastor: Hear us and grant us Your presence as we 

worship as Your Body, Your Church. 

People: Receive our prayers and praise for Your 

name’s sake. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Ezekiel 17:24; 2 

Corinthians 5:6–7, 10; Philippians 3:21 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, as we gather as one Body yet 

many members, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean, that our thoughts 

words, and deeds are always impure, and we 

ask for Your forgiveness. As You alone “bring 

low the high tree, and make high the low tree, 
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dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree 

flourish,” we have at times impeded the growth 

You desire and have failed to trust in You. 

People: We have not loved You with our whole heart, 

and we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. Forgive us, Lord. 

Pastor: We have not always been confident being away 

from You as we are at home in the body. 

People: We have lived more by sight than by faith, 

trusting ourselves more than You. Forgive 

us, Lord. 

Pastor: We have sought to increase pleasures of this 

body and life, without regard to building for our 

eternal life. We must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive what is due him for the things done 

while in the body, whether good or bad. 

People: We are sorry for our sin and come to You in 

true repentance. 

Pastor: We live by faith, not by sight, and in confident 

faith we have the free gift of forgiveness 

through Jesus Christ. His death in the body 

means new life in ours. His victory over death 

means our freedom now and eternally. For His 

sake, God forgives us all our sins. I, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that 

enables Him to bring everything under His 

control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 

they will be like His glorious body. May He 
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who began this good work in you bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 92:1–2, 4–5, 7–8, 12–15 

 

Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

People: to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

Pastor: to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, 

People: and Your faithfulness by night, 

Pastor: For You, O LORD, have made me glad by Your 

work; 

People: at the works of Your hands I sing for joy. 

Pastor: How great are Your works, O LORD! 

People: Your thoughts are very deep! 

Pastor: Though the wicked sprout like grass 

People: and all evildoers flourish, 

Pastor: they are doomed to destruction forever; 

People: but You, O LORD, are on high forever. 

Pastor: The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

People: and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Pastor: They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

People: they flourish in the courts of our God. 

Pastor: They still bear fruit in old age; 

People: they are ever full of sap and green, 

Pastor: to declare that the LORD is upright; 

People: He is my rock, and there is no 

unrighteousness in Him. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE (All) Lord have mercy upon us,    

  Christ have mercy upon us,   

  Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to God in the Highest” LW p.  

160 

 

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His 

people on earth. 

People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 

Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we 

praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the 

Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone 

are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
Text: Copyright © English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC), 1988. 

Used by permission. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy 
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Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them 

People: that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life;  

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 17:22–24 (The 

Lord will provide new life and growth for His people.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 1 “The Man is Ever Blest” LW 388 

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:1–10 (Our eternal dwelling) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  

 

All: (Sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.   

Pastor: Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

All: (Sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.   

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:26–34 (Jesus’ parables of the 

growing seed and the mustard seed) 
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Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit Sowing” HS98 875   
 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” LW 342 
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Almighty God, your Word is cast 

Like seed into the ground 

Now let the dew of heaven descend 

And righteous fruits abound. 

So when the precious seed is sown,  

Your quickening grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 

Its saving power may know. 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Ever-gracious Lord, we come to You with 

thanksgiving for all the fruits of Your creation. 

May our tithes and offerings as a response to all 

You have given be blessed that many more 

seeds of Your Word may be planted in this 

community and throughout the world. We pray 

for the whole Church that the seed of God's 

Word, though small in comparison with what 

the world around us thinks is great, may grow 

slowly but surely, offering shade to all who 

seek its refreshment until Your kingdom comes. 

With all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, let 

us pray to the Lord, saying: Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ever-giving Lord, as we have freely received 

the seed of faith through Your Holy Spirit, may 

it continue to be nurtured and grown all the 

days You give us in our earthly bodies that we 

may walk by faith and not by sight. May we be 

sanctified in Your Word of truth that we may 
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together as one Body, united in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, work to do Your will as is pleasing in 

Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ever-protecting Lord, deliver us from every evil 

around us. Guide those who govern our lands, 

give courage to those who protect our 

communities and our nation, and grant wisdom 

to all. We pray for our enemies and those who 

seek to do evil upon Your creation and wish to 

do harm to our bodies, that we may find the 

strength to forgive as we have first been 

forgiven. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ever-nurturing Lord, be present in the homes of 

all Your people. Grant parents and children the 

joy of teaching and learning Your Word, grant 

safety in the summer ahead for those at home 

and those who travel, and grant all Your people 

the confidence to be lights in a dark world 

wherever they may be that Your love may be 

known to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ever-comforting Lord, while in this tent of a 

body, many groan, longing to be clothed with a 

heavenly dwelling. Many others are burdened 

by physical, spiritual, and emotional afflictions 

and seek comfort and peace as they remain in 

the body You have created. Grant healing 

according to Your will, and give comfort and 

steadfast faith through Your Spirit guaranteeing 

what is to come eternally, assured for us 

through Christ’s victory over sin, eternal death, 

and the devil. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Ever-forgiving Lord, though we deserve 

nothing but Your wrath and punishment for our 

sins of the body in thoughts, words, and deeds, 

You have sent Your Son to die for us and for 

His sake have given us new life and forgiveness 

and growth. We pray that we who commune 

here this day may receive with faith the bread 

that is Your body and the cup of Your blood. 

Strengthen us by this Communion, and 

encourage our unity of faith. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  

   

-  We pray for our sick and shut-ins 

-  We pray for the Christian Church and local   

Ministry 

- We pray for our local, state, National and 

Internationl governments and those who serve us. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” LW 217 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, Lord, that as You richly 

and daily provide for all of our needs of this 

body and life, You so graciously bless us with 

the gift of forgiveness through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Strengthen and grow the seeds 

of faith that they may flourish with trust in You 

and in love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: As we depart in His name and plant the seeds of 

the saving Gospel message, go out into the 

world in peace and faith. By that faith have 

courage, hold to what is good, return no evil for 

evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the 

weak, help the suffering, honor all people, and 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit who waters, sustains, and 

grows the seeds of faith that have been planted. 

While we remain in the body, the almighty God, 

the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

you and keep you until His eternal and perfect 

kingdom comes. 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 3. Copyright © 

2015 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are  

very glad you are here for worship services on this Third 

Sunday after Pentecost.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation. 

 

 We want to give a big welcome to all who are attending 

our Annual Church Picnic here today!  We hope you will 

enjoy the day! 

 

We also want to thank everyone who worked and 

contributed food to Leola Deppermann’s sale.  Proceeds 

from the lunch stand is $656.75 which will be divided 

between Robin McCoy, our Missionary in Thailand and 

the Nepal Disaster Fund.  We sincerely appreciate your 

help! 

 

Thrivent Information -   The Thrivent North Franklin 

County Chapter presented Ebenezer and three other 

participating congregations with a check for $835 in 

appreciation for the work done by the past and present 

volunteers.  This money will be divided four ways for four of 

the current projects supported by Ebenezer.  They are as 

follows: 

John Strassen          $235 

Robin McCoy         $200 

VBS (Operation Christmas Child)   $200 

Leslie Food Pantry  $200 

 

It was discussed that perhaps the members of the 

congregations be challenged to match these funds in 
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appreciation of the work done by the AAL, now Thrivent 

volunteers over the years. 

 

If anyone would like to add to the funds listed above, please 

put your contribution in an envelope and mark it as matching 

funds for the project(s) you wish to help match.  Put the 

envelope in the offering on Sunday morning anytime during 

the month of June. 

 

Your help in this project will be greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you for all the help with the past Thrivent projects and for all 

the help with future projects we will be doing! 

           Past and Present Thrivent Volunteers. 

 

Welcome to VBS “Camp Discovery:  Jesus at Work 

Through Us”!  We are happy to invite children ages 3 

through grade 8 to attend Vacation Bible School with us here 

at Ebenezer Lutheran Church.  VBS runs Monday, July 27
th

 – 

Friday, July 31
st
 from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM with a closing 

program on Friday at 7:00 PM.  There is no charge, but a free 

will offering will be accepted.  Your children will learn that 

Jesus is at work through us, at any age!  Jesus gives us 

courage, wisdom, faith & His love!  Most importantly, Jesus 

saves!  Come join us at “Camp” to get your kids moving, 

engage their senses, challenge their thinking and get them 

into God’s Word – all so they can learn about their Savior 

Jesus! 

Register now on line!  The link for online registration is:  

https://vbs.cph.org/tools/churchInfo.aspx?Church=59A5E

C44 

 

Cookbook Information – The deadline for submitting 

recipes, photos, etc. for the new cookbook is the week of 

June 21
st
.  If you have any questions, please call Nancy 

Quinn 573-459-3344; Dana Kasmann 636-583-8516; Mary 

Wesche 573-459-2046; Julie Crego 636-358-3010. 

https://vbs.cph.org/tools/churchInfo.aspx?Church=59A5EC44
https://vbs.cph.org/tools/churchInfo.aspx?Church=59A5EC44
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday             Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday      Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday         Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                      Joan Menke and 

                                           Margaret Zastrow 

Acolytes                            Danielle Gerding 

                                          Paige Thurmond 

                                        Trent Huellinghoff 

                                            Kayleigh Crego 

Bell Ringer                     Jeff Hohlt 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions              $1,706.00 

Plate                                                  53.85 

Sunday School                                 24.40 

Wilbert Helling Memorials            40.00 

Proceeds from Deppermann 

                             Lunch Stand     656.75 

Ascension Offering                           1.00 

                                                   $2,482.00 

 

Attendance:    Saturday Worship  25 

                         Sunday Worship     74 

 

Sunday School:       Children   9 

                                  Adults      18 

 

Received from Thrivent Financial:   $835.00 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday and Tuesday      Pastor and Margaret will be 

                            Attending the Missouri District 

                                Convention in Springfield, Mo 

Saturday                 Worship with Holy Communion   

5:00 PM 

 

 

  


