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Sermon for the Ascension 
of Our Lord 

 
 

 The Power and Glory 
Reality and Ministry 

 At my home church in Minnesota Ascension was a bigger 
celebration than it is today. We always had church that 
evening. The church was pretty well filled. 

I remember some of my buddies from our church decided to 
make a rocket launch that afternoon after school and launch 
it on the playground just north of church. It was the time 
when the space program was going strong and everything 
was about rockets.  Ascension lifting up like a rocket? Made 
sense for freshmen boys. Just like the Gemini and Apollo 
program.  Sure enough we decided to make our own space 
program right then there on Ascension Day. 

We had bottle rockets, firecrackers and anything else that 

Text: Acts 1:9 
 
He (Jesus) was taken up 
to heaven as they 
watched him, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 
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would go boom.  Not any of it was legal, but there were 
always fireworks to be had from past 4

th
 of Julys.  

The rocket was built. We needed to have a launch time. Why 
not have lift off after the first bell before the Ascension 
service. The First bell was always 30 minutes before the 
service.  That would give us time before church started. 

We were all set. We were all excited. Right on time, Mr. 
Fischer rang the first bell. The count down began. We knew 
how many times the bell rang since Mr. Fischer never varied. 
Five, four, three, two, one, blastoff.  And yes we had lift off, 
with lots of smoke and a big bang. Our rocket flew about two 
hundred feet missing the school and church but right into 
Petroski’s garden where there was plenty of smoke. We 
rushed to stamp out the fire in the play ground and ran to put 
out the fire in the garden, but all the neighbors were outside 
looking us and especially Pastor Schieffelbein looking at us 
with a longing stare. Good thing his son Dennis was part of 
our rocket team! But we were in trouble.  

At least one thing can be said about that Ascension Day 
celebration is that it has never been forgotten by those who 
witnessed Schieffelbein, Dalluge, Darge, and Zastrow space 
program. 

For the disciples watching Jesus ascend into heaven, it must 
have been an amazing moment and with Pentecost just days 
away it became a turning point in their lives.  In parts of the 
church Ascension Day is as important as Good Friday and 
Easter and is marked by a public holiday.  Artwork depicting 
the Ascension of Jesus or Jesus the Ruler adorns many 
churches especially at Immanuel Washington and while here 
in United States most people were completely oblivious to 
the fact that this Thursday is Ascension Day and generally 
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we don’t talk a lot about Jesus' ascension compared to his 
crucifixion and resurrection.   

It might even be asked why we even need to celebrate the 
ascension of Jesus?  We have Good Friday and Easter – do 
we really need anything more?   

Believe it or not Christ’s ascension to heaven adds quite a 
bit to our understanding of the Son of God and God’s work of 
salvation.  St Augustine expressed his opinion about 
Ascension Day like this, “This is that festival which 
confirms the grace of all the festivals together … for 
unless the Savior had ascended into heaven, his Nativity 
would have come to nothing ...  and his Passion would 
have borne no fruit for us, and his most holy 
Resurrection would have been useless.”  In other words, 
Christ’s ascension is in an essential part of the gospel 
message.  

Today I want to look at the Ascension from two points of 
view – the majesty and then the ministry of the ascended 
Jesus. 

First, the majesty of the ascended Jesus.  The details of 
what happened that day outside of Bethany are sketchy.  
Luke simply tells us, “He was taken up to heaven as they 
watched him, and a cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).  
The cloud that hid Jesus from their sight had nothing to do 
with the atmospheric conditions that day.  This cloud was no 
ordinary cloud; it signified the divine presence of God.  This 
is the same cloud that led the people of Israel in the 
wilderness; the same cloud that covered Mt Sinai; the same 
cloud that settled on the Mount of Transfiguration; into that 
same divine cloud the faithful will be gathered to meet Christ 
when he comes again (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 



 4 

Jesus being lifted up into this cloud represents his exaltation 
to the highest place as Lord of all.     

The Apostle Paul put it like this: 

Then God gave Christ the highest place and 
honored his name above all others. So at the name 
of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, 
on earth, and under the earth. And to the glory of 
God the Father everyone will openly agree, "Jesus 
Christ is Lord!"  (Phil 2:9-1). 

“Jesus Christ is Lord”.  Jesus is Lord, not only over suffering 
and death, but also over the nations, the principalities and 
powers that threaten both the present and the future, and 
that includes the power of Satan.  The Book of Revelation 
gives us a picture of the majesty of the Son of God.  The 
image is of the Son of God who is high and lifted up, sitting 
on a throne with angels bowing before him in constant 
praise.  We read:  

“Then I heard all beings in heaven and on the earth 
and under the earth and in the sea offer praise. 
Together, all of them were saying,‘Praise, honour, 
glory, and strength forever and ever to the one who 
sits on the throne and to the Lamb!’” (Rev 5:13,14) 

 With this majesty there comes mastery.  He has all power 
and authority.  Don’t we say in the Apostles’ Creed, “He 
ascended to heaven and sits the right hand of God the 
Father almighty”?  The mention of the right hand is a symbol 
of power.  Paul talks about Christ sitting at God's right hand 
when he says, 

“Christ rules over all forces, authorities, powers, 
and rulers. He rules over all beings in this world 
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and will rule in the future world as well.  God has 
put all things under the power of Christ, and for the 
good of the church he has made him the head of 
everything.  The church is Christ's body and is 
filled with Christ who completely fills everything” 
(Ephesians 1:21-23) 

I think you get the picture.  Jesus Christ has no rival to his 
power in this world or in the spirit world. He is eternally 
triumphant and he will reign forever more!  His power far 
exceeds that of Satan or death.  In this age of many gods 
and many many philosophies we don’t say it enough – Jesus 
Christ is Lord.  Jesus Christ is the only way, the only truth 
and the only life and the only way to eternal life. 

Jesus has ascended to throne above all thrones but that 
doesn’t mean he has lost touch with life in this world.  

That leads me to my second point – the ministry of Jesus.  
There is little point in having a God who is exalted and 
majestic, if he doesn’t touch our lives in some way.  The 
Kings and Queens have much pomp and glory but have little 
power for everyday life in Europe. If they left not much would 
change in the average life.  That can’t be said about Jesus. 

As Jesus was ascending to heaven we are told by Luke that 
“he raised his hands and blessed them (the disciples) (Luke 
24:50,51).  This is a very significant action.  He had just told 
the disciples that they were to be his witnesses of the things 
they had seen and heard.  He was telling them and us how 
important it is to reach out to those who don't yet know about 
the Savior of the world.  I’m sure he knew just how difficult 
this task was going to be.  And so Jesus raises his arms and 
gives his blessing, his reassurance that he will be present 
with them as they face all kinds of difficulties.  “I will be with 
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you always, to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20), he says.  
Letting my imagination run a bit I can visualise Jesus slowly 
ascending and as he gets further away he calls – "Don't 
forget, guys, I will always be with you." 

We may not be able to see him with our eyes, but his 
presence is still with us.  

When it seems that life has caved in around us – failing 
finances, the fear of world disasters, the threat of disease 
and death, guilt that never seems to go away, relationships 
that don’t get any better – the presence of Jesus is never far 
away.  

When it seems that we will never overcome our temptations, 
that sin is always getting the upper hand in our life, Jesus is 
never far away with his forgiveness and grace. 

When it seems that all there is in the future is gloom, 
hopelessness, worry, and death, Jesus reminds us – “I am 
with you always” – not just for a while but always until the 
end of our days, until the end of time if need be.  

Christ who has endured all that we endure is a powerful 
friend to have as we face all that troubles and distress that 
can come our way.  He knows what it’s like to face these 
things and he understands when we call out to him; he 
answers our groans and sighs with love and compassion; he 
has defeated all that wants to harm us.  He uses his power 
to answer our prayers.  

He even prays for us before the throne of God.  It’s great to 
know when people are praying for us but when we are told 
that Jesus is praying for us, that’s quite something.  The 
ascension assures us that our future is secure in the hands 
of the Lord of all.  Jesus raises his hands of blessing over 
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us. 

Jesus doesn’t only minister to us – he ministers to others 
through us.  I have already touched on the importance that 
Jesus placed on being his witnesses.  

How will others get to know of God's saving grace and the 
power and the love of Christ available to them, if not through 
us?  

Through us his disciples Jesus brings comfort to the sick and 
the dying, he gives friendship to the lonely and the stranger.  

Through us he comes into the hearts of others when we 
grasp windows of opportunity that arise in our daily dealings 
with others to share what it means to know Christ and the 
comfort that comes from knowing that he is near and ready 
to help in times of need. 

When those disciples had seen Jesus ascend they went 
back to Jerusalem where they worshipped God.  Today let 
us join with them and with those gathered around the 
heavenly throne and give glory to our ascended Lord and 
King who has promised his help and presence as we live in 
this age before his Second Coming.  Let's get on with it and 
live for Jesus carrying out the work he has given us to do. 


