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Funeral Sermon for Wilbert 
Chester Helling 

 
 

 Because We Have Peace – 
Like a River 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father 
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dear Members of Wilbert's Family, his friends, neighbors 
and the members of the Church here at Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church. 

One can serve and help in many ways, but it is never easy to 
stand by as a loved one (father, husband, grandfather) is 
slowly consumed by Alzheimer disease. What makes such a 
vigil somewhat bearable is when the one who is dying is at 
peace with the departing from this life. This was the situation 
with Wilbert for, by the power of the Holy Spirit working 
through the Word of God, he knew and trusted in the Son of 
God sent by our heavenly Father. In other words, Wilbert 

Text: John 3:16 
 
“For God so loved the 
world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that 
who so ever believes in 
Him shall not parish but 
have eternal life.”  
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believed in the Savior of the world - Jesus Christ. 

He loved to sing the traditional hymns of prayer wherein one 
commends oneself into the gracious, nail-pierced hands of 
our Redeemer. That is what we are doing today. Ponder, for 
example, one of those prayers in the hymn-stanza where we 
hear the writer pray to Jesus: 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,         
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows 
flee;                   
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

Sharon indicated to me that Wilbert’s favorite verse from the 
Bible was John 3:16. Therefore, please listen to that text and 
consider how it applied to Wilbert and how it applies to you, 
doing so under the theme of: 

... “Because We Have Peace – Like a River " 

For God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not perish but have 
everlasting life. 

For God so loved the world. We wonder why? Why would 
God love this world? It's a world that is fallen from God's 
perfect creation. 

Wilbert loved the creation of God. He loved the beautiful 
world that he was part of.  His many hunting trips that were 
all over the United States proclaimed God’s glory and 
wonderful creation. His beautiful home off of YY and C just 
west of the church and his farm up north was a proclamation 
of his love for nature and God’s creation. 
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Wilbert new that God’s creation was infected by sin. He saw 
the destruction of God’s beauty not only in nature but also in 
death of loved ones, the pain of sickness, and the 
destruction of relationships that the world was decaying with 
the greatest disease of sin. 

So when the Bible says that God so loved the world it is not 
a statement made because the world is so loveable. Indeed, 
this world is not. Indeed, no one is - not you, not me, not 
Wilbert. He knew that he was a sinner; someone who was 
sinful and who transgressed God's Ten Commandments in 
deed, in word, in thought; by what he did and by what he 
didn't do - by what he said and didn't say - by what he 
thought and didn't think. 

God so loved the world is a declaration, not about us for it is 
not about our loveable-ness, but it is about God alone who is 
love. His love is for this world, and though God hates sin, He 
would not have the world, He would not have Wilbert, He 
would not have you enter eternity without providing the way 
to be with Him in heaven to have complete restoration and 
redemption of His creation. This would not be ordinary love 
that would be able to provide it. It would not be brotherly love 
or friendly love or romantic love or emotional love. It would 
be sacrificial love. 

For God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten 
Son. Thus God gave His only Son ... the Father's Son from 
eternity He gave Him ... sent Him into this world.  

Thus God the Father so loved the world that He gave God 
the Son to be born, to live and to be the Sacrifice that paid 
the price for all sins of all people of all times. This Jesus did 
when He suffered the awful price of the world's sin - the 
awful price of Wilbert's sins - the awful price of your sins, on 
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the cross when He was crucified. Thus Jesus so loved you 
that He gave His Life for you. He poured out His holy, 
precious Blood to wash away all your wretched filth and 
cleanse your soul. Jesus took your sins upon Himself so that 
you might have His complete forgiveness covering you. He 
took your death to give You His Life - everlasting life now, 
eternal life forever. That's what Good Friday is all about. God 
died for the world, God died for Wilbert, God died for you. 
God so loved the world that He gave. 

Three days later, Jesus, the Son of God, rose again from the 
dead. On the cross He had conquered sin and Satan. From 
the tomb where His Body had been placed, Jesus rose again 
on that Resurrection morning nearly two thousand years 
ago. In doing so, He conquered death and the grave. That's 
what Easter Sunday is all about. That is what Wilbert 
believed and he could commend his self - his body and soul 
and all things into the nail-pierced hands of the risen Jesus, 
doing so with peace and joyful anticipation of Paradise. For 
God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him. 

Dear family, Wilbert’s at peace with the Lord, He has eternal 
life with the Lord. Isaiah the prophet says to the children of 
Israel and to us this morning. 

“I will extend peace to her like a river, 
    and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream; 

you will nurse and be carried on her arm 
    and dandled on her knees. 

13 As a mother comforts her child, 
    so will I comfort you; 

    and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” 

 He brings peace like a river.  For John 3:16 is our peace. 
And like a flowing river he brings refreshing new life to 
parched souls looking for life in drought of a sin filled world. 
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It brings renewal and that brings a new heaven and a new 
earth. Wilbert on April 3, 1927 was caught in the flood of 
righteousness of His baptism that brought a dying body that 
was going to be consumed by disease to a new restored life 
of joy. 

Picture the flowing rivers that Wilbert enjoyed in His life in all 
of his travels. Now picture the perfect peace of a river that 
brings life, happiness and joy. 

An old man of 88 years, now as all His days was filled with 
life like a flowing stream. That life was redeemed by Christ, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave is one and only 
Son. . .” 

And even in old age the words of Isaiah was true that God 
nursed him in His grace, and carried him through all the trials 
of this life and dandled him on His knee. 

Sharon you married a very special man who might not have 
had a formal education but had more common sense than 
anyone I knew.  

Sharon and family thank God for the gift of Wilbert, learn 
from his example, and tell the next generation about this 
rural boy of Port Hudson who loved hard, played hard, and 
worked hard who was successful by God’s grace. 

Let the love of Christ flow over you as the peaceful river of 
love and mercy. Why?  “For God so loved the world He gave 
His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him will 
not parish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 


