
 

 

Wilbert Chester Helling 
February 24, 1927 – April 28, 2015 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only 

Son that whoever believes in me will have eternal life.” John 

3:16  

Funeral Service 

Friday, May 8
th

, 2015 

11:00 AM 

 

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor 

Laura Nichols, Organist  

Kathy Scheer, Soloist   

 

PRELUDE 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

OPENING HYMN “Abide With Me” Tune: Eventide (Common 

Domain) 

 

Abide with me, fast falls the even tide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

I need thy presence every passing hour; 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who like thy-self my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
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Change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, they victory? 

I triumph still if thou abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 

flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Pastor (P): In the name of the Father and of the Son and the        

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C):  Amen 

 

P:   O Lord, open Thou my lips. 

C:   And My mouth shall show forth Thy Praise. 

P:  We brought nothing into this world and it’s certain that 

we shall carry nothing out. 

C:  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away:  

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

P:  O death, where is thy sting!  O grave, where is thy 

victory. 

C:   Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ! 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

shall be forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 23 & Psalm 46 

   

COLLECT 
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P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And with your Spirit. 

P:   Let us pray to the Lord. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for your 

loving-kindness to Wilbert, having finished his course 

in faith, and now rests from his labors.  Grant that we 

also may be faithful to death and receive the crown of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Lamentations 3:22-33 (His 

Compassions Never Fail) 

 

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL (Psalm 121) 

Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

      From where does my help come? 

   My help comes from the Lord, 

      who made heaven and earth. 

 

People: He will not let your foot be moved; 

      he who keeps you will not slumber. 

    Behold, he who keeps Israel 

      will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

Pastor: The Lord is your keeper; 

      the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

    The sun shall not strike you by day, 

      nor the moon by night. 

 

People: The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
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      he will keep your life. 

   The Lord will keep 

      your going out and your coming in 

      from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

  

EPISTLE Romans 8:31-39 (Nothing can separate us from 

God’s love in Christ) 

 

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God.   

 

SOLO  “When Peace Like a River”   

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 6:27-40 (I will raise him up at the last 

day) 

 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

SERMON HYMN “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” Tune: Pilot (Public 

Domain) 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me 

Over life’s tempestuous sea; 

Unknown waves before me roll, 

Hiding rock and treacherous shoal. 

Chart and compass come from thee. 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

As a mother stills her child, 

Thou canst hush the ocean wild; 

Boisterous waves obey they will 

When thou say’st to them, "Be still!" 

Wondrous Sovereign of the sea, 
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Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

When at last I near the shore 

And the fearful breakers roar 

‘Twixt me and the peaceful rest, 

Then, while leaning on thy breast, 

May I hear thee say to me, 

"Fear not, I will pilot thee." 

 

SERMON  “God So Loved the World” John 3:16-18 

   

P:   God has made us his people through our Baptism 

into Christ.  Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith with all the saints. 

 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and 

buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Holy Christian Church, 

The Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, The 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

  

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: O God, the Father of compassion, shower Your 

mercies on this family, and all who mourn the 

death of our departed brother, Wilbert. May these 
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mercies be new each day to sooth the pain of each 

day as we await the heavenly reunion with Jesus 

Christ and this loved one.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God the Son, dearest Jesus, our Good Shepherd, 

make Your rod and staff of comfort known to 

those who mourn.  May Your goodness and love 

revealed in Your Word and Sacraments be known 

in their daily lives.  Guide them in Your paths of 

righteousness as they await the heavenly reunion 

with Jesus Christ and this loved one.  Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God the Holy Spirit, show us the mountain of 

hope---the mountain of the cross of Christ.  

Strengthen our faith with Your Word and 

Sacraments that we may join those who have 

overcome all tribulations and have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb.  Keep us faithful as we await the heavenly 

reunion with Jesus Christ and this loved one.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and 

teach us to pray:  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

HYMN “Amazing Grace” Tune: New Britain (Common Domain) 

 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see! 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe so far, 

His grace will see me home. 

 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

P:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord lift up his countenance on you and give you 

peace. 

C:   Amen.  
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Wilbert Chester Helling 

 

Wilbert  Chester  Helling, 88, of Sun City West, Arizona, 

formerly of New Haven, passed away on Tuesday, April 28, 

2015 at Rock Creek Alzheimer's Special Care Center, 

Surprise, Arizona.  

 

Wilbert was born in New Haven, Missouri on February 24, 

1927, the son of the late Chester and Anna (Danz) Helling. 

He was baptized at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, April 3, 1927 

and confirmed his Baptismal vows by the Rite of 

Confirmation on March 17, 1940. Wilbert was a very active 

member of Ebenezer serving as a trustee and a member of 

Ebenezer Men’s Club.  

 

He was the husband of Sharon (Perdue) Helling. Sharon and 

Wilbert were married June 28, 1975.  Sharon survives at the 

home in Sun City West. 

 

Wilbert is also survived by a daughter Barbara Bolm of 

Union, a son Danie Helling of Washington, a daughter 

Deborah Chapman of Sullivan, three step-daughters Debbie 

Stolte of Chesterfield, Yolanda Heinz & husband Chris of 

Phoenix, Arizona and Lesa Stensrud & husband Steve of 

Cave Creek, Arizona and by many grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. 

 

Wilbert retired from working for Chrysler after 25 years.  He 

also was a farmer and enjoyed hunting.  

 

The Helling family would like to invite relatives and dear 

friends for fellowship and dinner immediately after 

committal service at our church cemetery.  

 


