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AS WE GATHER: Today we celebrate the high festival of 

the Ascension! Jesus returns to heaven for His recoronation. 

As we praise Him, we remember that He now rules the whole 

universe for the good of those who love Him! And yet . . . 

sometimes we do not pay attention to that. We get nervous. 

We think things are not going well, and we worry. When that 

happens, we are not paying attention to the Ascension. Jesus 

returned to His throne in heaven and is reigning right now for 

us! Yes, everything works out for your good! Do not fall 

victim to “Ascension Deficit Disorder.” Know that Jesus is 

ruling the universe for your good. Take comfort in that! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord Jesus, You ascended 

to the right hand of the Father, and there You rule over the 

whole universe for our good. Keep our focus on You, so that 

we may find peace in You alone, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Divine Service 

 

DIVINE SERVICE I, page 136 

HYMNS:  272, 153, 149 
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INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 
 

All: God has gone up with a shout,  

    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, 

    until I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, 

“You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

    He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

PSALM 47 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all you nations; 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

People: For the Lord Most High is awesome, 

the great King over all the earth. 

Pastor: He subdued nations under us, 

peoples under our feet. 

People: He chose our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Pastor: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 

to our King, sing praises. 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

People: God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

Pastor: The nobles of the nations assemble 
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as the people of the God of Abraham, for the 

kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly 

exalted. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1–11 (Jesus goes to heaven, and 

He will return as He left.) 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 (Our ascended Lord is at the 

right hand of God!) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 (Jesus ascended to heaven, 

and His disciples responded with joy.) 

 

 


