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AS WE GATHER: Today we celebrate the high festival of 

the Ascension! Jesus returns to heaven for His recoronation. 

As we praise Him, we remember that He now rules the whole 

universe for the good of those who love Him! And yet . . . 

sometimes we do not pay attention to that. We get nervous. 

We think things are not going well, and we worry. When that 

happens, we are not paying attention to the Ascension. Jesus 

returned to His throne in heaven and is reigning right now for 

us! Yes, everything works out for your good! Do not fall 

victim to “Ascension Deficit Disorder.” Know that Jesus is 

ruling the universe for your good. Take comfort in that! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord Jesus, You ascended 

to the right hand of the Father, and there You rule over the 

whole universe for our good. Keep our focus on You, so that 

we may find peace in You alone, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

WELCOME (Zastrow) 

 

OPENING HYMN “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  
(Public Domain) 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
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And crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Crown him, you martyrs of our God, 

Who from his altar call; 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 

And crown him Lord of all. 

O seed of Israel’s chose race, 

Now ransomed from the fall, 

Hail him who saves you by his grace 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, 

Whom David Lord did call, 

The God Incarnate, man divine, 

And crown him Lord of all. 

The God Incarnate, man divine, 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Sinners, whose love can never forget 

The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread you trophies at his feet 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Go, spread you trophies at his feet 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Let every kindred, every tribe 

On this terrestrial ball 

To him all majesty ascribe 

And crown him Lord of all. 
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To him all majesty ascribe 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

We at his feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown him Lord of all. 

INVOCATION  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

Pastor: On Christ’s ascension I now build 

The hope of my ascension; 

People: This hope alone has always stilled 

All doubt and apprehension; 

Pastor: For where the Head is, there as well 

I know His members are to dwell 

People: When Christ will come and call them. 

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 

Copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: Christ has ascended amid shouts of joy! And 

yet, what has happened? Instead of feeling 

elation, we feel abandoned. Instead of security, 

we experience anxiety. We do not trust our 
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ascended Savior as we should. Brothers and 

sisters, let us confess our sins to our God. 

 

People: Father, I confess to You my heart. I was born 

in sin. That shows in my refusal to trust You. 

That shows in my nervousness. That shows 

in my worry. I bring nothing of worth, yet I 

pray: have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Pastor: When Christ ascended, He led captives in His 

train. He conquered death, Satan, and your sin. 

He rules the whole world for your good, and He 

declares: you are forgiven. Hear now His word 

through His servant: I forgive you all your sins 

of thought, of word, and of deed, in the name of 

the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 

 

All: God has gone up with a shout,  

    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, 

    until I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, 

“You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

    He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE KYRIE  
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All: Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us, 

 Lord have mercy upon us.   
 

HYMN OF PRAISE (Psalm 103) “Praise, My Soul, the 

King of Heaven” (Public Domain) 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to his feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

Praise him for his grace and favor 

to his people in distress. 

Praise him, still the same as ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows. 

In his hand he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet his mercy flows! 

Angels, help us to adore him; 

you behold him face to face. 

Sun and moon, bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace!  
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SALUTATION  

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and 

continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1–11 (Jesus goes to heaven, and He 

will return as He left.) 

 

Vicar:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 47 

Vicar:  Clap your hands, all you nations; 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

People: For the Lord Most High is awesome, 

the great King over all the earth. 

Vicar:  He subdued nations under us, 

peoples under our feet. 

People: He chose our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Vicar:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
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People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 

to our King, sing praises. 

Vicar:  For God is the King of all the earth; 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

People: God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

Vicar:  The nobles of the nations assemble 

as the people of the God of Abraham, for the 

kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly 

exalted. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 (Our ascended Lord is at the 

right hand of God!) 

 

Vicar:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b  

 

People: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: We know that Christ being raised from the dead 

will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over Him. Alleluia! Behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age. 

 

People: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 (Jesus ascended to heaven, 

and His disciples responded with joy.) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

THE APOSTLE CREED  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary; Suffered and died under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 

dead and buried; He descended into Hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  

 

Cong: A Hymn of glory let us sing: 

        New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Children Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Chirst, by a road before untrod, 

         Ascendeth to the throne of God. 

Children: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Cong:  The holy apostolic band 
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         Upon the Mount of Olives stand; 

Children: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         And with His followers they see 

         Jesus' resplendent majesty. 

Children: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Cong: O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

         All praise to Thee let earth accord, 

 Children: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Cong: Who art, while endless ages run, 

         With Father and with Spirit One. 

Children: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

SERMON  

 

OFFERING: (All Offerings for the Washington Circuit 

Student Aid Fund) 

 

OFFERTORY “Lord of the Living Harvest” 

  

Lord of the living harvest 

         That whitens o'er the plain, 

         Where angels soon shall gather 

         Their sheaves of golden grain, 

         Accept these hands to labor, 

         These hearts to trust and love, 

         And deign with them to hasten 

         Thy kingdom from above. 

 

    As lab'rers in Thy vineyard, 

         Lord, send them out to be 

         Content to bear the burden 

         Of weary days for Thee. 

         To ask no other wages 

         When Thou shalt call them home 
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         Then to have shared the travail 

         Which makes Thy kingdom come. 

 

          Be with them, God the Father; 

         Be with them, God the Son; 

         And God the Holy Spirit, 

         Most blessed Three in One. 

         Make them Thy faithful servants 

         Thee rightly to adore 

         And fill them with Thy fulness 

         Both now and evermore. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

Vicar: Lord Jesus, You ascended to heaven. You lead 

Your people forth with a shout! You sit at the 

right hand of the Father. 

People: Your rule fills us with wonder and with 

peace! 

Vicar: You completed the task Your Father sent You 

to do: to claim the victory over Satan, sin, and 

death itself. You returned home as our 

victorious Lord. 

People: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb! 

Vicar: You promise to return as You left and will  the 

nations. Because of Your victory, You give us 

robes of righteousness so we can look forward 

to that day. 

People: Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and 

thanks and honor and power and strength be 

to our God forever and ever! 

Vicar: Yet, when we look at this world, we lose our 

focus. We may think that it does not look like 

You rule over all things for the good of those 
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who love You. Forgive us for not trusting You. 

Forgive us for forgetting that You sit at the 

Father’s right hand. 

People: Remind us again that You are King of kings 

and Lord of lords. 

Vicar: Lord of the Church, You give us all good 

things. Continue to bless Your Church with 

good gifts, with pastors and teachers, and with 

evangelists and encouragers. 

People: Increase our trust in You. Use us to bless 

others in our congregation, in our 

community, and in the world. 

Vicar: Lord Jesus, You fill us with awe. On dark days, 

remind us of the glory You already have won 

for us. 

People: When we weep, remind us that You already 

have given us the victory. 

Vicar: And now, Lord Jesus, bless us as we go out into 

the world. Keep our focus on You, our Lord in 

heaven, sitting at the right hand of the Father. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

Crown him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns  

All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless king 

Through all eternity. 

Crown him the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

Which now his brow adorn; 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

The Babe of Bethlehem. 

Crown him the Lord of love. 

Behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above,  

In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their burning eyes 

At mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

Who triumphed over the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife  
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For those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring  

And lives that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 

The potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, 

Ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

For thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail 

Throughout eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of heaven, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown him the king to whom is given 

The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns 

As thrones before him fall; 

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

For he is king of all. 

CLOSING COLLECT  

 

Vicar: Gracious Lord, You ascended into heaven to 

prepare a place for us at the feast of the Lamb. 

You have given us a foretaste of that banquet, 

and we praise and thank You. Keep our focus 

on You, as You continue to reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE BALLOON LIFT  
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THE DOXOLOGY (Old Hundredth) 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, O heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

Pastor: God the Father preserve you; 

our ascended  Lord Jesus be gracious to you; 

the Holy Spirit give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Abide With Me”  

 

Abide with me, fast falls the even tide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 

flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Pastors:  Reverend Aaron Kotila, Immanuel - Rosebud 

Rev. William Zastrow, Ebenezer – Port Hudson  

Vicar:  David Roth, Mt. Calvary – Belle and Zion – 

Owensville 
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