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AS WE GATHER: As the season of Easter continues, we 

discover that the risen Christ now lives in the baptized. It is as 

if we have been joined to His risen body, drawing life from 

Him like a living branch connected to a living vine. The result 

is bearing fruit for the kingdom of God. As we live by the 

promise of our Baptism and by the life-giving Word of God, 

so we invite and lead others to discover eternal life through 

God’s Word and Sacraments. As Philip was led to preach the 

Gospel to an Ethiopian, so God blesses our witness one 

person at a time. Today we rejoice in the great love of God 

for us and for the whole world. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord God, by the water of 

Holy Baptism You make us to live in Christ and He in us. As 

a branch connected to a living vine bears fruit, may the life of 

Jesus so dwell in us making us fruitful witnesses; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES 1 John 4:18, 19 

 

Pastor: There is no fear in love, 

People: but perfect love casts out fear. 

 

Pastor: For fear has to do with punishment. 

People: We love because He first loved us. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 4:20; John 15:5 

 

Pastor: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 

brother, he is a liar.” Let us repent of our lost 

condition and seek refuge in the mercy of God. 

People: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. For the 

sake of Christ forgive me for my selfishness 

and refusal to walk in love. Draw me to love 

You, not only for Your eternal gifts to me 

but because You are my God and my eternal 

King. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the 

branches.” Whoever abides by faith in Him 

receives forgiveness, life, and salvation. In the 

name of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM 150 HYMN (LW 444) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,           

the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him,  

for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear 
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Now to his temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who over all  

Things is wondrously reigning  

And, as on wings of an eagle,  

uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen 

All that is needful has been 

Sent by his gracious ordaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who will  

Prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely his goodness and mercy 

Shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew 

What the almighty can do 

As with his love he befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all 

That is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath,  

Come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 

Sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

KYRIE 

All:  Lord have mercy upon us,       

Christ have mercy upon us,        

Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE "This is the Feast of Victory" LW page 

161  
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Refrain: 

 

    This is the feast of victory for our God. 

    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God? (Refrain) 

 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

And honor blessing and glory are his. (Refrain) 

 

Sing with all the people of God 

And join in the hymn of all creation.  

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain) 

 

For the Lamb who was slain 

has begun his reign. Alleluia. (Refrain) 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to 

be of one will. Grant that we may love what 

You have commanded and desire what You 

promise, that among the many changes of this 

world our hearts may be fixed where true joys 

are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
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Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 8:26–40 (Philip and the Ethiopian 

eunuch) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9  

 

All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! We know that 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1–11 (12–21) (Test the spirits. God is 

love.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE John 14:23 

 

All:  If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and 

make Our home with him. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–8 (I am the true vine.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

fifteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Nicene Creed  

 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 

He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 
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of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
LW 126 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing      

Praise to our victorious king, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from his pierced side. 

Alleluia! 

Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise,  

And your saints in you shall rise. 

Alleluia! 

Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s power, Lord, set us free,         

Newborn souls in you to be. 

Alleluia! 

Father, who the crown shall give,  

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days; 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

Alleluia! 

SERMON 

OFFERING 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 

143 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

 “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” LW 281 

 “Jesus Lives! The Victory Won” LW 139 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LW 240 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for those in our congregation 

and community who are sick and not feeling well, those who 

are facing surgery or convalescing, including Patti Mathews, 

Doris Biermann, Jim and Babs Kormeier, Donna 

Kirschenmann, Dorris Bade, and Lawrence Pelster that 

their sickness may be turned to better health and that they 

may experience the love of God through our care and 

concern. 

 

We especially remember in our prayers the family of Wilbert 

Helling who entered eternal rest with Jesus this past Tuesday 

at Sun City West, Arizona.  Funeral arrangements have not 

been announced as yet.   Our prayers go out to wife Sharon, 

and children Dan, Barb and Debbie and their families. 

 

We also want to remember the many shut-ins and friends of 

our congregation and community, especially, Adeline Keune, 

Art Hohlt, Helen Bode, Wilma Helling, Edna 

Deppermann and Hugo Nething and all those we 

remember in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer and the people 

of this congregation, that as God’s workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, we say and do those things that 

give glory to God and spread the love of Christ in all the 

world.  We pray also for all the Pastors and Teachers of our 

Circuit, District, and Missouri Synod, that our Lord Jesus 

would sustain His Church here and around the world with His 

Word and Sacraments. 
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We also ask the Lord to keep our Missionaries here in our 

country and around the world safe.  We especially pray for 

Robin McCoy and her students that they will remain safe 

in Thailand. 

 

O God, let all the nations praise You!  Guide and direct the 

minds and hearts of all leaders in Government that peace 

may prevail, evil be punished and good rewarded.  Grant 

wisdom to our elected officials, our President, Vice 

President, Governors of all states, and community leaders, 

those who respond to emergencies of health, fire, flood 

and who meet the physical and emotional needs of those 

who rely on them! 

 

We pray for the many cities and towns where there is so 

much violence and disobedience going on now. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this Fifth 

Sunday of Easter.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address, and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Bible Study – Please join us this Thursday, May 7
th

 at 10:00 

AM or 7:00 PM for the study:  “Regrets, Reality and 

Restoration”.  The title of this session is “You’re 

Forgiven”. 
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Washington Circuit Ascension Service & Dinner 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – May 14, 2015 

 

 

 

Dinner:       5:30 PM at the Church – Provided by 

                     Ebenezer Lutheran Church and Thrivent 

                     Financial – Serving will be till 6:30 PM 

 

Worship:     7:00 PM at the Lake Pavilion (bring a lawn 

                      chair if you like, otherwise we have folding 

                      chairs)   There is plenty of parking at the  

                       lake 

 

Offering:       Free-will offerings from the Dinner and  

                       Offerings from Worship will go to the 

                       Washington Circuit Student Aid Fund. 

 

All Youth and Children of our congregation are invited to 

sing “A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing” stanzas 1, 2, & 7. 

 

Movie and Game Night - 

                 Join us on the 16
th

 of May 

                 For movies, food and games we can play 

                 There will be lots of movies to choose from 

                 By all those who come. 

                 At 6:30, it’s all set to start 

                 There’s fun to be had, even some art! 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society – Ebenezer Mission Society will 

have their quarterly meeting on May 18
th

.  At 6:30 PM we 

will be making Rice Comfort Bags for Mercy Hospital and 

the meeting will follow at 7:30 PM.  All ladies are welcome 
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and if you need more information or a ride to the meeting, 

please call Kathy Scheer at 237-2631. 

 

Picnic Information for the Congregation – The picnic is 

fast approaching so all help will be appreciated!  There are 

sign-up sheets in the back of Church.  Please consider 

helping at this project of our congregation! 

Please note that we would like an adult to do ice cream and 

older kids are welcome to help.  If anyone is willing to join 

me (Susan Hoemann) on the committee, that would be  

appreciated!! 

 

We (myself and 2 other Church members) have made some 

changes.  We will be using disposable plates and cups.  

There will be ham instead of BBQ pork, and while many of 

you may not like the idea, we are using real instant potatoes, 

slaw will be creamy, but thinner shreds and more tasteful.  

There will be a small Silent Auction, again very much 

downsized, and no raffle/donation.  It was thought and felt 

that these changes would be helpful to everyone. 

Please know that these changes over the last couple of years 

are due to lack of help and also the growing older population 

of our congregation that are unable to work as they used to.  

If there are questions or concerns, please feel free to discuss 

with me or Pastor Zastrow.  I can be reached by cell phone 

(573-776-3579).         Thank you, Susan Hoemann 

 

Silent Auction Information – We are getting ready for the 

silent auction for the picnic this year.  The following 

businesses are ones that the committee member will be 

visiting for donations.  If you frequent any other 

businesses, please check with them to see if they would 

like to make a donation. 
Ponderosa, Addi’s, Dairy Queen, Gary Luch Studios, Imo’s 

Pizza, Office Supply, AM Hoerr Financial, Schroeder’s Drug 
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Store, Roettering Appliance Connection, Four Season’s 

Florist, Rothschild’s, Bank of Washington, Brune Jeweler’s, 

First Community Bank, Jane Kanning – Stampin’UP, Bank of 

Franklin County, Diane Holdinghausen – State Farm, 

Orschelen Farm and Home Store, Riecher’s Tire and Auto, 

Colony House, Seitter’s Market, Save-A-Lot, New Haven 

Lumber, Scheer’s Sales, Beaufort Meat Processing, People’s 

Bank, Modern Auto, Westlake Ace Hardware. 

 

If you have any craft items you personally would like to 

donate, that would be greatly appreciated!! 

Please have all items at Church no later than June 7
th

, or if 

you can’t bring it that early, please call Karen Sprick (636-

239-5098) with what the item is, it’s cost and the donor.  

Thank you for your cooperation and help. 

                                              Karen Sprick 

 

There are letters for donations for the silent auction and 

posters on the table near the Church entrance.  Please 

take some along to give to the people you want to call on. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church at Beaufort will have their 

118
th

 Annual Chicken and Beef Dinner on Sunday, May 

17
th

.  They will have cafeteria style serving with carry-outs 

available.  Serving is from 12:00 noon to 5:00 PM.  

Donation:  Adults $10.00, Children (6-12) $4.00,  5 and 

under are free.  They will have a country store and 

fancywork stand. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday -         Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday -            Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday -    Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday -       Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild -                     Judy Hubenthal and 

                                            Wanda Gilbert 

Acolytes –    Cierra Donatti 

    Danielle Gerding 

    Paige Thurmond 

    Ava Monzyk  

Bell Ringer -                     Paul Kassebaum 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions              $1,211.00 

Plate                                                221.89 

Sunday School                                 22.94 

                                                    $1,455.83 

 

Attendance:    Saturday Worship   27 

                         Sunday Worship     68 

 

Sunday School:     Children   8 

                                 Adults    20 

 

This Week At Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday -          Elder’s Meeting  7:00 PM 

Wednesday -     Mixed Choir  7:00 PM 

Thursday -        Bible Study  10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Saturday -        Worship  5:00 PM 

 



 

 

Late Picnic Update! 

 
We will have Peeled Potatoes for our 

Picnic June 14! Not boxed. 

 

If anyone can help with filling out the 

job sheets for the picnic, please meet at 

church on Wednesday, May 6th at 7:00 

PM.  We will be doing inventory at that 

time, any help would be greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Update for Funeral of Wilbert 

Helling:  Funeral plans are tentatively 

set for visitation at Toedtmann-Grosse 

Funeral Home - New Haven, on 

Thursday, May 7th and Funeral Service 

at our church on May 8th.   Please check 

the Missourian and Chapel of Memories 

for exact times or any changes. 
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Meaning to the Third Article 

 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by 

my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 

gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian church He daily and richly 

forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in 

Christ.         

This is most certainly true. 
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Don’t miss this opportunity!

For more than 30 years, Rev. Dr.
Wallace Schulz has boldly proclaimed the
Gospel in pulpits, in print and over the
airwaves. Across the United States and
around the world, his voice rings strong
and clear, focusing his listeners on the
message of salvation through faith alone
in Jesus Christ.

A former LCMS vice president, Rev.
Schulz is now called to the Lutheran
Heritage Foundation (LHF), an
organization dedicated to translating, publishing and distributing
confessional Lutheran materials around the world. Rev. Schulz has spent a
great deal of time overseas, doing the work of an evangelist – one who
presents the Gospel of Christ primarily to the unsaved in words that the
man of the street can understand.

His journeys have taken him into countries where people suffer for
their faith.  Under the Soviet Union’s Communist government, Christians
were persecuted: pastors were imprisoned and executed; church buildings,
Bibles and other Christian printed materials were destroyed.  Without the
printed Word to sustain and grow their faith, the Christian confession
seemed all but dead.

Rev. Schulz was the first person from
the LCMS to enter the former Soviet Union,
traveling throughout Russia and Siberia.
Along the way, he found opportunities to
tell the people about Jesus Christ, and he
alerted Rev. Robert Rahn, LHF executive
director, to the need for printed Christian
materials. To help provide pastors to teach
the people, Rev. Schulz started a program to
bring Russian men to study at LCMS
seminaries in the United States.

For more than a decade, he has also
maintained contact with and assisted

underground Christian churches in China and Cuba by helping develop
ways to distribute Christian materials in those countries.

Rev. Schulz continues to proclaim the Gospel in the United States and
more than a dozen other countries by writing and editing the highly-
acclaimed Good News Journal. Good News is a popularly-written magazine
that introduces new Christians to the foundations of the Lutheran faith:
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Rev. Schulz’ ability to simply but
powerfully explain Scripture also strengthens lifelong Lutherans’ faith and
understanding.

To learn more about the worldwide mission efforts of
LHF, call (800)554-0723 or visit us online at

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.orggggg

To learn more about the worldwide mission
efforts of LHF, call (800)554-0723 or visit us

online at wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.or.LHFmissions.orggggg

DON’T MISS THIS

OPPORTUNITY

Come hear Rev. Schulz’ inspiring
accounts of God’s church perse-
vering and growing under the most
adverse circumstances. Come hear
how you can take part in this
“second Reformation,” putting into
the hands of new Christians the
books that will help form the
foundation of their faith.

 

 


