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Sermon for Easter Sunrise 

 

  

Celebrating the Resurrection 

The confirmation class had all been photographed, and the 
Pastor was trying to persuade each of them to buy a copy of 
the group picture. "Just think how nice it will be to look at it 
when you are all grown up and say, ‘There's Jennifer - she's 
a lawyer,’ or ‘That’s Michael - he's a doctor.’" A small voice 
at the back of the room rang out, "And there’s the Pastor. 
He’s dead." 

Even though we don’t like to talk about it very much, death is 
a very real thing. 

A woman told me about her father’s death: 

"My father wasn't really aware of my presence by the time I 
realized he was dying. Even though the doctors were still 
trying to save his life, I realized that he was already looking 
forward to being with God - as a brand new Christian, even I 
knew all he wanted now was to be with Jesus. The chaplain 

Text: Luke 24:4-6 
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here; he has been raised." 
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came, ... led Dad through prayer... Six hours later, the door 
was open and he went through into new life. It was so sad, 
almost unbelievable, - but how beautiful. That he had gone 
to be with Jesus." 

That’s a great story. Death brings with it sadness, anger, 
emptiness, and hurt but for those who trust in Jesus there is 
also a peace in the center of grief. Death is the end of all 
pain and suffering. It is the beginning of a new and wonderful 
life in heaven. In heaven there are none of the things that 
cause us anguish and sorrow in this life. There is only peace 
and joy. 

This is the hope that we have as we stand at the grave of 
someone dear to us. This is the hope that we have as we 
draw closer to that day when we will take our last breath. We 
believe that death is not some great black hole that we 
disappear into and are never seen again. We believe that 
after we die our heavenly Father will welcome us into our 
eternal home. 

Today we celebrate the source of such a hope – the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

Jesus died – there is no doubt about that. He died on a cross 
slowly, in agony, until he took his last gasp and said, "It is 
finished. Father! In your hands I place my spirit". His body 
was taken down from the cross, wrapped in a linen shroud 
and placed in a tomb. A huge rock sealed the entrance to 
the tomb. Pontius Pilate ordered that Jesus’ grave be 
guarded to prevent people stealing his body and then 
claiming he had risen from the dead. 

Jesus was dead. That’s why the women went to the tomb 
early in the morning. They were going to the grave to pay 
their last respects. They brought with them special spices 
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they had prepared to anoint the dead body of Jesus. They 
had lost all hope. Jesus was dead and that was it. He was 
finished – gone – dead – buried. Now it was only a memory. 
The last thing they expected to hear that morning were the 
words, "Why are you looking among the dead for one who is 
alive? He is not here; he has been raised." 

Those women were the first bearers of the message that 
Jesus was alive. They reported this exciting news to the 
disciples who in turn delivered the message far and wide. 
This message has come down to us across the centuries. Its 
importance and significance has not changed one bit and so 
we are here today celebrating not just Jesus’ resurrection to 
life but also our resurrection to eternal life. 

What happened that first Easter has changed the way we 
view death. Death is an intruder - an unwelcome intruder. It 
does things to people - things that aren't pretty. Death brings 
pain and hurt, not only for the dying but also for those who 
grieve the loss of someone near and dear. There is nothing 
nice and pleasant about it. It is cruel; it takes from us those 
whom we love dearly. It is unwelcome. 

That’s how Jesus regarded death. We know how Jesus wept 
and how his heart went out to Jairus and his family when his 
little girl died (Luke 8:41-42,49-56), or to Mary and Martha 
when Lazarus died (John 11:1-44). 

And then there was that day in the town of Nain when Jesus 
and his disciples met a funeral procession, following a 
casket, on the way to the cemetery (Luke 7:11-15). A widow 
was burying her only son. This woman had first suffered the 
loss of her husband, and now her only son had succumbed 
to death. In each case, the gospel writers report the grief and 
sadness that not only filled the lives of the mourners but also 
how Jesus’ heart went out to those who were grieving. The 
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cold touch of death had separated someone dear from family 
and friends. In each case, death seemed to be in charge. 
Death seemed to have won the day, that is, until Jesus came 
along. At the command of Jesus, the person who was once 
dead comes alive. Death does not have its own way – Jesus 
is its master. 

Today we celebrate Christ's own victory over the grave. We 
hear the wonderful Easter message: "He is not here. He has 
risen!" Jesus has announced to the whole world that death 
has lost its power to hurt us. As Paul says: 

Death has been swallowed up in victory.                       
Where, O death is your victory?                                    

Where, O death, is your sting? ...                 
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 15:55, 57) 

Jesus died in our place on the cross, taking on himself all 
our sin, all the sin that separates us from God – all the sin 
that prevents us from ever getting to heaven. Jesus rose 
again from the dead at Easter to demonstrate that death 
could not hold him down, that the power of sin to condemn 
us has been destroyed and the ability of death to wipe us out 
completely has been overcome. 

It is just this that gives us this positive hope – after our life on 
this earth is over, there is a new life waiting for us. Didn’t 
Jesus say, "There are many rooms in my Father's house, 
and I am going to prepare a place for you"? (John 14:2). 

The Apostle Paul said, "Christ has been raised from death, 
as the guarantee that those who sleep in death will also be 
raised" (1 Cor 15:20). 
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Talking about our resurrection he said, "This is how it will be 
when the dead are raised to life. When the body is buried, it 
is mortal; when it is raised, it will be immortal" (1 Cor 15:42). 

Peter wrote, "Because of his great mercy he gave us new life 
by raising Jesus Christ from death. This fills us with a living 
hope. (1 Peter 1:2). 

The message of Easter day is clear and simple. The enemy 
death has been defeated. And although we are parted from 
family and friends for a while because of death, we know 
that we shall meet up with those who die in the Lord beyond 
death in the bliss of eternal life. We may have longed for one 
more hour, or one more day, but in Christ we have eternity. 
When those close to us die, or when we die, we leave the 
troubles of this world and enter the joys of eternal life. 

I've often heard that the Christian faith is irrelevant. That it 
has nothing to offer people in the 21st century. However, 
when it comes to death our Christian faith is as relevant as 
ever. 

Who or what else can give us any security when faced with 
death? 

Who or what else can offer us any hope when death comes 
close? 

Who can make any sense out of what appears to us to be a 
senseless waste of life? 

Who can help us when someone is taken suddenly and 
inexplicably? 

Who else can comfort us when the pain that death brings 
strikes our hearts with such ferocity? 
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Who? The living Jesus! His resurrection assures us, who are 
his children, that we too shall rise. Our hearts are lifted up 
knowing that beyond death and the pain that we feel 
because of it, there is a new life – a life in heaven with Jesus 
our Savior. Remember I mentioned woman’s Dad at the 
beginning. The woman said that "all he wanted to do was to 
be with Jesus." We can all have that same kind of 
confidence on our day of death trusting our Savior who said: 
I am going to prepare a place for you. (John 14:2). 

This is our Christian faith, that ‘Christ died for our sins, as 
written in the Scriptures; that he was buried and that he was 
raised to life three days later, as written in the Scriptures’ (1 
Cor 15:3,4). 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
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Sermon for Easter Day 

 

  

It Can’t Be 

Just imagine how it must have been for the disciples and 
those women close to Jesus. They had pinned their hopes 
on Jesus. They gave up everything to follow him. For a while 
it was like a dream – never before had they experienced 
such wonderful times. 

But then that awful Friday. Jesus is treated cruelly, abused, 
stripped of all dignity, nailed to a cross where he died in 
extreme agony. They placed his lifeless body in a tomb and 
when a big stone was rolled across the tomb it was as if a 
great big shadow had been rolled across their lives. 
Everything had come to an end. All their hopes and visions 
of a better future died with the man on the cross. If ever 

Text: John 20:1-2 

Early on Sunday morning, 

while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene went to 

the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been taken away 

from the entrance. She 

went running to Simon 

Peter and the other 

disciple, whom Jesus 

loved, and told them, 

"They have taken the Lord 

from the tomb, and we 

don't know where they 

have put him!" 
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there was a door open, if ever there was light ahead – it was 
now well and truly shut out. The stone rolled across the tomb 
meant "the end". Jesus was dead and gone. 

If Peter were here he might say something like this to us this 
morning. 

"When Mary Magdalene returned from the tomb that Easter 
morning she told John and me, or I should say she 
screamed at John and me "He’s gone. Someone has taken 
his body out of the tomb, and I don’t know where" (John 
20:2). I had never felt so dead in all my life and this kind of 
news was the last thing I needed to hear. John and I ran to 
the tomb and all the way I kept thinking, "What kind of low-
life would do something like this". I must confess to having 
some bad thoughts about the person responsible. 

But when I went into that tomb and saw that it was empty, 
except for the linen burial cloths, which were neatly folded 
where Jesus had been laid, my mind went racing. What has 
happened here? Maybe this, maybe that – I didn’t know what 
to think. Was it possible? He did talk about rising from the 
dead, but I never thought he meant now – maybe some time 
in the future but not now. My mind was in a whirl, I wanted to 
believe, and yet I found myself saying, "It can’t be! This is 
not possible! It can’t be! Dead men don’t walk out of tombs". 

But you know what? It’s true. Jesus appeared to me and the 
other disciples as real as can be. I’ve seen him, touched 
him, talked with him. This was not some figment of my 
imagination. I wasn’t hallucinating or dreaming. Jesus is 
alive, not dead! He was dead but he came alive and walked 
out of that tomb as if to tell the world, "Nothing can hold me 
down. I am the Lord over death and Lord of life". In fact John 
wrote down these words of Jesus in Revelation, "I am the 
living one! I was dead, but now I am alive forever and ever. I 
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have authority over death and the world of the dead" (Rev 
1:18)". 

Even though Peter’s first response was "It can’t be" he 
became a great preacher and teacher of the event that he 
thought was impossible. I would say that if we were in 
Peter’s shoes that weekend, our response would not have 
been any different. 

When we are confronted with the impossible we readily look 
for other explanations or pass it off as too far off the beam to 
have any credibility. 

This happened when two brothers made the first flight in a 
powered aircraft – they travelled about 120 feet in about 12 
seconds. The brothers made three more flights that day, 
each somewhat longer than the first one. 

When the Wright brothers returned to their home town after 
their history making flight, there was no brass band, no gala 
reception in their honor. There was not one word about their 
historic event in the local paper. Nearly everyone said, "It 
can't be! This is impossible and not worth even considering 
that there might be any truth in it." What is more, a leading 
scientist of the time explained with foolproof logic that flying 
was impossible (except for birds). We know how wrong 
those people were who said, "It can’t be!" 

When Jesus returned to his home town Nazareth and spoke 
to the crowd in the synagogue the he is the Messiah that 
Isaiah is speaking about. The people in the synagogue had 
come to hear the local lad preach. "That can’t be!" the 
people said. "He’s Joseph the carpenter’s son." And they 
were ready to stone him for speaking such blasphemous 
nonsense. 
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"It can’t be!" is a sentence that expresses unbelief in the face 
of some new and seemingly impossible situation. People 
have been saying those words since the beginning of time. 
The disciples said it when the women reported that an angel 
had said, "He is risen!" "What a lot of nonsense", they said. 
"That can’t be!" 

But the fact of the matter is this. It did happen. Jesus did 
come alive again. He was dead when taken down from the 
cross. Buried in a tomb. And walked out of that tomb and 
hundreds of people saw in the next few weeks before his 
ascension to heaven. Jesus is alive and that makes a world 
of a difference to our lives. 

He is our living Lord who can touch everything that is old and 
rotten in our lives and cause us nothing but misery. He is 
right here with us when things seem hopeless and there is 
no one who is able to give you the help that you need – no 
one that is except your living Lord. 

Those of you who've been through tough times what stopped 
you from being squashed under the weight of your trouble? 
How did you get through it? You remember the tears in the 
night, where did the joy in the morning come from? 

What gives us hope? 

What keeps our heads up? 

How do we conceive of the future in a way that we look 
forward to what's ahead? 

Even when we face our inevitable death whether sooner or 
later, how are we able to think of this as not "the end", 
"dropping off the face of the planet", or disappearing into 
nothingness. 
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It is the resurrection of Jesus. 

The living Jesus is ready: 

A. To show his love to us, 
B. Strengthen our weary spirits, 
C. Hold us up under the weight of difficult 

circumstances, 
D. Encourage us when we want to give up, 
E. Point us in the right direction when we have to make 

tough decisions, 
F. Forgive us when we mess things up. 
G. For those who trust Jesus as their living Lord and 

Saviour, he makes a world of difference to their lives. 

The living Jesus gives us hope. 

The greatest temptation we face these days is the obsession 
to drag every last morsel out of this life to the point where we 
get run down, frustrated, and worn out and the life we are 
trying to make enjoyable by all of our busy-ness becomes a 
living nightmare. The temptation is there right in front of us to 
forget the real important things of this life – our God and the 
people he has placed in our lives – and go for the things that 
are so temporary and fragile. That’s not the kind of life that 
God wants for us. 

We have a living Lord who makes a difference to the way we 
view what is important and what is not so important. He is in 
your life. He is in each day. He is doing new things all the 
time and giving you the opportunity to see things from 
different viewpoints, that is, of course if we are ready for him 
to make a difference. 

In the three days from Good Friday to Easter we see people 
go through a wide range of experiences. 
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A. From tears to joy. 
B. From despair to celebration. 
C. From death to life. 

Easter isn't only about life after death, the hope of 
resurrection, as important as that is for us. It about this God 
of ours who has demonstrated over and over again that he is 
always there to help us pick up the pieces and start again, 
that he is always ready to give us a new beginning, that he 
brings joy in the morning following the gloomy night. 

We might want to say, "It can’t be! How can God who is so 
mighty and perfect in every way be so interested in the little 
things that make up my life? Why should God help me when 
I have been so absent-minded when it comes to the 
important things of God? 

Jesus said that he would defeat all things that would stand in 
our way to happiness and he did. 

What more dramatic way to illustrate that than to rise up 
from the gloom of the tomb to shine brightly on a new day! 

Enjoy today and enjoy every day of your life. We have a God 
we can count on. 

There is an old chorus that sums up this Easter message. 

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow.       
Because he lives, all fear is gone.        
Because I know he holds the future,      

now life is worth the living just because he lives. 

 


