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AS WE GATHER: This Good Friday service based on the 

parable of the Landowner and the Tenants. In this parable 

tenants in a vineyard kill the son the master sent to gather the 

harvest. We are reminded in this service that the Son of God 

is killed that we might receive the kingdom. The service 

includes readings from Scripture, a sermon and thematic 

hymns that help us to remember that when we receive the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, our place in his kingdom is 

preserved. The service concludes with the Tenebrae service.  

 

Opening Hymn “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow” HS 98 

823 

 

 Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, 

Where the blood of Christ was shed, 

Perfect Man on thee did suffer, 

Perfect God on thee has bled! 

 

Here the King of all the ages, 

Throned in light ere worlds could be, 

Robed in mortal flesh is dying, 

Crucified by sin for me. 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com


 

3 

O mysterious condescending! 

O abandonment sublime! 

Very God Himself is bearing 

All the sufferings of time!  

 

P On this holy day the Son of God is the stone that the 

builders rejected.  

C He has become the cornerstone. 

P On this holy day the Son of God is thrown out of the 

vineyard and killed.  

C He has become the sacrifice. 

P On this holy day the Son of God becomes sin for us so that 

we would become the righteousness of God. 

C The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P Jesus said, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The 

stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?” 

C The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P Jesus said, “Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken 

to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”  

C Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, 

Where the blood of Christ was shed, 

Perfect Man on thee did suffer, 

Perfect God on thee has bled! 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P Today we remember that it is our sin that nailed Jesus to 

the tree of the cross. His suffering and death are the result 

of the evil we confess before him, begging for the 

forgiveness that he won for us.  
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C Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature is 

sinful. We do not love you with all our heart, soul, mind 

and strength. We do not love our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are simply tenants in your world, and 

with our sinful thoughts, words and deeds we brazenly 

say, “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 

inheritance.” On this dark day we beg your grace-filled 

pardon. Forgive us, most holy God. 

P At the cross of Calvary, Jesus Christ became sin for you. 

He bore all of your sinfulness in his body on the tree. By 

his wounds you are healed of the disease of sin and by his 

grace you are made whole once again. Because of his 

perfect sacrifice, all of your sins are forgiven in the name 

of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn of Response “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”  

LW 100 

 

On my heart imprint your image,  

blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares and pleasures  

never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be:  

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation,  

and my glory and salvation! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 53:1-12 

Epistle Reading … 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

       From thence He shall come to judge the living and the                

       dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

  

Sermon Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LW 115 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross  

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss  

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast  

Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most,  

I sacrifice them to his blood. 
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Sermon Mark 15:21-39 

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 

Each petition ends with the following response: 

 

P Lord, we thank you for what you have done, 

C and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
By Dean Nadasdy and Tom Eggebrecht. ©2015 by Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 

Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights 

reserved.  

 SERVICE OF TENEBRAE  

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:1–16 (Jesus is sentenced to 

crucifixion.) 

 

Pastor: Far be it from me to boast 

People: except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 6:14 

Pastor: Gracious God, we receive Your free forgiveness 

as we acknowledge and confess our sins. Do not 

let us inherit the punishments our sins deserve, 

but rather absolve us for Jesus’ sake, and grant 

us grace always to serve You with love that 

flows out from a pure heart and a good 

conscience and a sincere faith; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 
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People: Amen. 

(The first candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

the emblem of suffering and shame; 

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 

Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:17–22 (Jesus is taken away 

for execution.) 

 

Pastor: Glory to Jesus Christ. Glory forever. 

People: By Your death and crucifixion You have 

rescued all people. 

Pastor: Gracious God, You know all the paths of our 

lives, how we walk among dangers of many 

kinds. Send Your Holy Spirit to go with us, that 

we may draw strength for every trial from Your 

abiding presence both now and forever; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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(The second candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN  “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

has a wondrous attraction for me; 

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above 

to bear it to dark Calvary.   

 

Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

PASSION READING John 19:23–24 (Soldiers cast lots 

for Jesus’ garments.) 

 

Pastor: In humility we adore You, Lord Jesus, and we 

declare Your ransoming love. 

People: Not with gold or silver, but with Your 

precious blood, have You ransomed us. 

Pastor: Gracious God, in Your tender love for 

humanity, You sent Your only Son Jesus to be 

our Savior by becoming one of us, by living and 

serving among us, and by pouring out His 

precious blood on the cross for us, that through 

faith in His name we might be ransomed from 
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the sentence of death, which lay upon us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

(The third candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

a wondrous beauty I see, 

for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

to pardon and sanctify me. 

 

Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:25–27 (Jesus on the cross 

cares for His mother.) 

 

Pastor: For our sake the Lord Jesus became obedient 

unto death; even death on a cross. 

People: By this one man’s obedience the many will be 

made righteous. Romans 5:19 

Pastor: Gracious God, even as He hung dying on the 

cross, Jesus was concerned for the practical 

well-being of His mother. Grant that we may 



 

10 

humbly follow His example of loving and 

serving people in need, even when it costs us to 

do so; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN “The Old Rugged Cross”  

 

To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, 

its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

then he'll call me some day to my home far away, 

where his glory forever I'll share. 

 

Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:28–30 (Jesus dies on the 

cross.) 

 

Pastor: Jesus has become the mediator of a new 

covenant. 

People: His sprinkled blood speaks a better word 
than the blood of Abel. Hebrews 12:24 

Pastor: Gracious God, in Jesus’s Passion, You 

transformed an instrument of torture and death 
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into the means of life and peace for all people. 

Transform us as well that in denying ourselves, 

taking up our own crosses, and following Jesus, 

all suffering may become for us a path into love 

and joy, life and hope, forgiveness and grace, to 

be shared with others; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

(The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LW 115 

 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:31–37 (Jesus’ side is 

pierced.) 

 

Pastor: He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He 

opened not His mouth; 

People: and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all. Isaiah 53:6–7 

Pastor: Gracious God, who in the person of Christ Jesus 

was wounded on the cross that You might 

rescue us from the power of the devil, help us to 

remember and thank You for Jesus’ Passion 
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through which we are reconciled with You, 

receive the forgiveness of sins, and are rescued 

from unending death; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 

 

HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LW 115 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Please stand. 

 

PASSION READING John 19:38–42 (Jesus is buried.) 

 

Pastor: You will not abandon my soul to the grave, 

People: or let Your Holy One see corruption. Psalm 

16:10 

Pastor: Gracious God, abide with us and all Your 

people for the evening is at hand, and the day is 

past. Abide with us at the end of this day, at the 

end of our life, and at the end of all things. 

Abide with us with Your love and goodness, 

with Your Holy Word and Sacraments, with the 

presence of Your Holy Spirit, and with Your 
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strength and blessing. Abide with us when the 

shadow of affliction and temptation overcomes 

us. Abide with us under the shadow of fear and 

despair when death comes. Abide with us and 

with all Your people through the end of time 

and throughout all eternity; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, graciously behold this, Your 

family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 

hands of sinful men to suffer death on the cross; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

(The Paschal Candle is removed and taken from the chancel.) 

 

CLOSING SONG MORNING “Were You There”   LW 505  

 

CHOIR (EVENING)  

 

STREPITUS (The stone is rolled in front of the tomb.) 

 

PARTING 

 

(There is no Benediction. Following the draped processional 

cross, the congregation rises quietly and leaves in silence.) 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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Meditation for Good Friday & Holy Saturday 

  

The account of our Lord’s Passion, His suffering and His 

death by crucifixion, should be discomforting to our ears.  

That one man suffered such horrible treatment is almost 

unimaginable.  The last days and hours of the man Jesus are 

unequaled in all of history.   

 

That Jesus suffered as an innocent man is not the center of 

our attention on this somber night, for on that day of Good 

Friday, the righteous justice of God was meted out. 

 

On that day, one man was accused.  Charges were brought 

against Him.  And on the testimony of witnesses, that Man 

was condemned to die. 

 

On that day, they executed the Innocent Jesus for crimes He 

had not committed.  Jesus suffered at the hands of sinful men 

for wrongdoings that He had not done.  Jesus bore the just 

punishment of a just God who hates sin and will not allow 

sinful man to stand in His presence. 

 

But Jesus was not a sinner.  He had no sin of His own to 

claim.  Jesus was not a wrongdoer.  He had done nothing 

wrong.  He only fully did and fully spoke as His heavenly 

Father had given Him to speak and to do. 

 

Therefore, Jesus had not suffered what He suffered nor 

experience what He experienced because of His own sin.  

What led this man, our beautiful savior, to such a state of 

affairs, was not what He did or what He did not do.  Jesus 

was not judged because of His own guilt. 
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Jesus did not die on the cross because of His own 

disobedience to God.  Jesus did not die for His own sin.  Jesus 

died for ours.  Jesus suffered and died in order that we, the 

justly judged and condemned sinners before God, would be 

saved from sin, death, and hell. 

 

You deserved to be that man on the cross.  But because of 

God’s grace and mercy, you are not that man.  Because of 

God’s mercy, Jesus willingly sacrificed Himself – for you.  

He nailed your sin to that tree of death.  He buried the power 

of sin in His grave. 

 

But what are we to make of the whip, the crown of thorns, the 

nails, the suffering, the pain, the dying of our Lord? 

 

Many wonder why we call this day ‘Good’.  As we consider 

this Friday of Fridays, we see nothing but agony and 

suffering.  And how can this be good?  Many sorrow for 

Christ in His last hours, it is true.  But many stop only at 

sorrow for Him in their consideration of the passion.  Many 

only pity the Jesus unjustly condemned and go no further.  

Many only see the scourging, the thorns, the nails, the 

suffering, and the pain that Jesus suffered, and only lament 

that these things ever happened, but they fail to go beyond the 

mere appearance and get to the very of the matter. 

 

But our meditation does not stop at mere appearances or 

emotional laments.  If they do, you will fail to see the Passion 

of Christ rightly.  If you only see Christ in His sufferings and 

fail to recognize why Jesus set His face like flint to suffer and 

die as He had, you will not see Him rightly as your savior.  If 

you only pity Christ and nothing more, you are to be the most 

pitied. 



 

16 

God is not moved to compassion towards you because you 

pity Christ.  Rather, God has compassion toward you because 

of Christ.  Your sadness for Christ does not save you.  It is 

God’s mercy towards you in the suffering Christ that saves 

you. 

 

God shows mercy towards sinners.  This is what Christ’s 

Passion is all about.  Jesus did not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners to repentance.  If you fail to recognize that His 

love for you is what led Him to His death, you have no savior.  

And if you fail to recognize that Jesus died in order to save 

you from your sin, you have no savior in Him. 

 

Jesus died on the accursed cross in order to take your place 

there.  You deserve to be on that cross because of your sin, 

because of your idolatry, because of your lack of love for God 

and neighbor, because of your hypocrisy, and because of your 

selfishness.   Because of your sin before God and men, you 

deserve to be where Jesus was on that cross. 

 

We sorrow this day, but not for Christ.  We sorrow for 

ourselves.  We sorrow for our sin, for it is from this sin for 

which Jesus died to deliver us, and it is from this very sin 

from which Jesus does deliver us by means of His own blood. 

 

Seeing yourselves in Christ on that day called Good Friday 

means that you see Christ’s passion rightly, that you see 

Christ bearing your sufferings, not for Himself, but for you.   

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, look not upon our sins, but see 

Your only begotten Son, who, in our stead, took upon 

Himself our sins and even our death, that we might have 

eternal life.  Amen.  


