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AS WE GATHER: This Maundy Thursday service based on 

the parable of the Great Banquet. In this parable, those in low 

positions are invited to a place of honor by the host. We who 

are humbled by our sins and outcast by the world are 

welcomed by Christ to dine at his Holy Supper. The service 

includes readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a 

sermon, thematic hymns and a celebration of Holy 

Communion that help us to remember that we receive the 

meal as humble partakers of our Savior’s generosity, being 

nourished and sustained by it. 

 

Opening Hymn “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 

LW 240 

 

Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was he for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and himself the priest. 

 

He who his saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread he makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com


 

3 

 

Lord’s Supper Litany … with readings from Luke 14 

 

P In this Holy Week the Son of God prepares a great banquet 

for all people.  

C This banquet features his body and blood for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

P In this banquet the sacrifice is remembered.  

C In this banquet the sacrifice is received. 

P In this banquet we have life. 

C In this banquet we have salvation. We are invited to the 

feast. 

P Jesus said, “But when you are invited, take the lowest 

place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 

‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 

honored in the presence of all the other guests. For all 

those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

C In this banquet we have salvation. We are invited to the 

feast. 

P Jesus said, “But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 

Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.” 

C In this banquet we have salvation. We are invited to the 

feast. 

P Jesus said, “A certain man was preparing a great banquet 

and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent 

his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 

everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make 

excuses. Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the 

roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so 

that my house will be full.’”  
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C Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P In our sin and sinfulness we make excuses, squandering 

and taking for granted the grace of God and the banquet he 

so freely gives.  

C Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature is 

sinful. We do not love you with all our heart, soul, mind 

and strength. We do not love our neighbors as 

ourselves. It is natural for us to make excuses when you 

present your gifts to us. Because of our selfishness, we 

deserve to be shut out of the banquet. Though you are 

generous in your love, we deserve only your wrath. 

Forgive us, most holy God. 

P On this day, the Lord Jesus institutes a new banquet for 

you. With his broken body and shed blood he creates a 

meal that fills you with forgiveness, love and life. Jesus 

honors you at his banquet. Because of his perfect sacrifice, 

all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and 

of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn of Response “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”  

LW 100 

 

On my heart imprint your image,  

blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares and pleasures  

never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be:  

Jesus, crucified for me, 
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Is my life, my hope’s foundation,  

and my glory and salvation! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 25:6-9 

 

Men’s Choir: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  

 

Epistle Reading … 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 

Gospel Reading … Luke 22:14-23 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits 

at the right hand of the Father. And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 

and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life  of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LW 242 

 

I come, O Savior, to thy table,  

for weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able  

to satisfy and make me whole: 

Lord, may thy body and thy blood  

be for my soul the highest good. 

 

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning   

that sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to thee in faith are turning;  

so I, a sinner, come to thee. 

Lord, may thy body and thy blood  

be for my soul the highest good. 

 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior,  

because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet thou thy lamb wilt banish never,  

for thou my faithful shepherd art: 

Lord, may thy body and thy blood 

 be for my soul the highest good. 
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Weary I am and heavy laden;  

with sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden  

my heart, for I am now thy guest. 

Lord, may thy body and thy blood  

be for my soul the highest good. 

 

What higher gift can we inherit?  

It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit,  

the covenant of hope and grace. 

Lord, may thy body and thy blood  

be for my soul the highest good. 

 

Sermon 

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 

Each petition ends with the following response: 

 

P Master of the feast, 

C feed us with your love and forgiveness. 

  

Service of the Sacrament page 10 HS 98 

  

Communion Hymn – “The Lamb” HS 98 822 

 

(All leave in silence.) 
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