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AS WE GATHER: Welcome to Week Five in The Parables 

of Lent series of services, which is based on the parable of the 

Prodigal Son In this parable, a wayward son returns to the 

forgiving embrace of his father, who welcomes him home. 

The service includes readings from Scripture, a children’s 

sermon, a sermon and thematic hymns that help us to 

remember that we who have strayed can return again and 

again to the embrace of our Father, through the sacrifice of 

his Son. 

 

HYMN  “Redeemed, restored, forgiven” TLH 32 

 

Redeemed, restored, forgiven, 

        Through Jesus' precious blood, 

        Heirs of His home in heaven, 

        Oh, praise our pardoning God! 

        Praise Him in tuneful measures 

        Who gave His Son to die; 

        Praise Him whose sevenfold treasures 

        Enrich and sanctify. 

 

        Once on the dreary mountain 

        We wandered far and wide, 
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        Far from the cleansing fountain, 

        Far from the pierced side; 

        But Jesus sought and found us 

        And washed our guilt away; 

        With cords of love He bound us 

        To be His own for aye. 

 

P         In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

C Amen 

 

P In this holy season the Son of God humbles himself so 

that we receive mercy. 

C Humble me once again, O God, that my life would 

be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

P In this holy season the Son of God rushes out to greet 

us in the midst of our sin, like a father welcoming a 

lost child.  

C Remind me, O God, of the power of your 

forgiveness that covers over all my sins and gives 

me a new beginning. 

 

P In this holy season the Son of God enters into his 

Passion and death so that we are exalted. 

C Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

HYMN Lasset Uns Mit Jesu Ziehen 87 87 877 877 LW 381 

 

Let us listen to our Savior  

as his parables unfold, 

Learning what he has to teach us,  

bearing fruit a hundredfold. 

See the son, his wealth exhausted,  
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facing hunger and despair, 

Worthless as his father’s heir;  

would his father now receive him? 

Hear the welcome joy resound:  

“This my son once lost, is found!”  

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Too often in our selfishness we squander the gifts God 

gives to us. Let us confess the sins of our hearts and 

lives to our Lord who hears and forgives: 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature 

is sinful. We do not love you with all our heart, 

soul, mind and strength. We do not love our 

neighbors as ourselves. When we use and abuse the 

good gifts you give to us, we display our evil and 

conceit. We don’t even deserve to be called your 

servants, let alone your children. By our selfishness 

we have sinned against you and against others in 

thought, word and deed. Forgive us, most holy God. 

 

P The Lord Jesus took on the punishment of all of us 

prodigals. His sacrifice means that our Heavenly 

Father comes to greet us with grace that is unearned 

and undeserved. He celebrates our new life with his 

forgiving love. Because Jesus took on the punishment 

for our prodigal ways, all of your sins are forgiven in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 
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On my heart imprint your image,  

blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares and pleasures  

never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be:  

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation,  

and my glory and salvation! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading … Psalm 51:1-12 

Epistle Reading … Ephesians 5:15-21 

Gospel Reading … Luke 15:11-32 

 

SERMON HYMN … Sung to Southwell SM LW 99 

 

We listen as the Word  

like scattered seed is sown, 

For as each parable is heard  

Christ’s kingdom is made known. 

 

The heir who love would shun,  

returns to hear the sound 

Of welcome: “This my precious son  

was lost but now is found!” 

 

In ev’ry time of need,  

before the judgment throne, 

Your work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,  

your merits, not my own. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers 
 

Each petition ends with the following response: 

 

P O forgiving Father, 

C surround us with your embrace. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction 
 

CLOSING HYMN “What a Friend we have in Jesus” LW 

516 

 

What a Friend we have in Jesus,  

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry  

ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,  

oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry  

ev’rything to God in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden,  

cumbered with a load of care? 
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Precious Savior, still our refuge,  

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? T 

ake it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you;  

you will find a solace there. 
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