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AS WE GATHER: Like James and John, there are times 

when we would selfishly like Jesus to do whatever we ask of 

Him. Our old, sinful selves still sometimes want Jesus to be 

like a genie who will give us three wishes rather than a Lord 

and Savior who has forgiven our sins. As Lent draws to a 

close and we approach Holy Week, today’s Readings remind 

us that as Jesus was appointed to be the Servant of all, giving 

His life as a ransom for many, so He has appointed us to 

serve others with the forgiveness of sins and the love He has 

for us. Today, God calls us to reflect on the ways we have 

served well and faithfully, and also to consider if there are 

new ways to which He is calling us to serve our neighbor in 

the Spirit of our Servant-Lord. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father in heaven, You 

once appointed Melchizedek to serve Abram as a foretaste of 

how Your only Son came to serve us by giving His life for us 

on the cross. Forgiven of our sins through His blood, help us 

each day to serve rather than be served; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild” HS 

98 858  

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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OPENING SENTENCES Mark 10:44–45 

 

Pastor: Whoever would be first among you must be 

slave of all. 

People: For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, 

Pastor: and to give His life as a ransom for many. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 51:4; 

Jeremiah 31:34 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. 
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People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: “No longer shall each one teach his neighbor 

and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

for they shall all know Me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I 

will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more.” 

 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 43:1 

 

Pastor: Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 

People: I love the LORD, because He has heard 

my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

Pastor: Because He inclined His ear to me, 

therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

People: The snares of death encompassed me; the 

pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish. 

Pastor: Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

People: For You have delivered my soul from death, 
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my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 

 

KYRIE  
 

ALL:          Lord have mercy on us, Christ have mercy 

on us, Lord have mercy on us.  

 

HYMN “God Love’s Me Dearly”   

 

 1  God loves me dearly, 

  Grants me salvation, 

  God loves me dearly, 

  Loves even me. 

 

  Refrain: 

  Therefore I'll say again: 

  God loves me dearly, 

  God loves me dearly, 

  Loves even me. 

 

 2  I was in slav'ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God's love was working 

To make me free. [Refrain] 

 

 3  He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. [Refrain] 
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 4  Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. [Refrain] 

 

 5  Now I will praise You, 

O love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. [Refrain] 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: Almighty God, by Your great goodness 

mercifully look upon Your people that we may 

be governed and preserved evermore in body 

and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:31–34 (“I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL AND VERSE Hebrews 12:2; Mark 10:45 
 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, 

People: who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, 

Pastor: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

People: Even the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, 

Pastor: and to give His life as a ransom for many. 

 

CHOIR “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 5:1–10 (“The source of eternal salvation 

to all who obey Him.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GRADUAL  “Make Me a Servant” AGPS 174 

 

  Make me a servant 

Humble and meek 

Lord let me lift up those who are weak 

And may the prayers of my heart always be 

Make me a servant 

Make me a servant 

Make me a servant today (Repeat one time) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:35–45 (“The Son of Man did not 

come to be served but to serve.”) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10
th

  

chapter. 
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People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

       From thence He shall come to judge the living and the                

       dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love Is This?” HS 

98  

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
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What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of 

bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking 

down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down; 

when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous 

frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM - 

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing 

on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 

SERMON 

  

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY (LW page 143) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen 
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PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Your holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life which You have given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: As Melchizedek ministered to Abram, so Jesus 

has ministered to you, especially in times of 

trial and doubt. People of God, you are called to 

go into the world not to be served, but to serve 

in the name of Jesus. 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you; 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 

Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for those who are sick, facing 

surgery or convalescing, including – Doris Biermann, Paul 

Creek, Jim Kormeier, Robert Bunge, Dorris Bade, 

Lawrence Pelster, Donna Kirschenmann, that their 

sickness may be turned to health and that they may 

experience the love of God through our care and concern. 

 

We also want to remember the many shut-ins and friends of 

our congregation and community, especially, Adeline Keune, 

Art Hohlt, Edna Deppermann, Helen Bode, Hugo 

Nething, Wilbert and Wilma Helling, and all those we 

remember in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry and the people of this 

congregation, that, as God’s workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, we may say and do those things that 

give glory to God and spread the love of Christ in all the 

world.   We pray also for all the Pastors and Teachers of 

our Circuit, District and Missouri Synod, that our Lord 

Jesus would sustain His Church here and around the world 

with His gracious Word and Sacraments.   

 

We also ask the Lord to keep our Missionaries here in our 

country and around the world safe.  We especially pray 
for Robin McCoy in Thailand and John Strasen, who has 

been in Botswana, Africa and is retiring from Lutheran Bible 

Translators. 

 

Let the nations praise You, O God, let all the nations 

praise You.  Guide and direct the minds and hearts of all 

leaders in Government that peace may prevail, evil be 

punished, and good rewarded.  Grant wisdom to our 

elected officials, our President, Vice President, Governors 
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of all states, and community leaders, those who respond to 

emergencies of health, fire, flood and who meet the 

physical and emotional needs of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services this Fifth 

Sunday in Lent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

THE PARABLES OF LENT – The Parable of the 

Prodigal Son 

Join us for the Parables of Lent, a special series of services 

for the season of Lent.  Each service in this series focuses on 

a biblical parable that connects to Lenten themes.  Lenten 

Services are on Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM and 

Wednesday Evening at 7:00 PM.  Week Five in the series is 

based on the parable of the Prodigal Son.  In this parable, a 

wayward son returns to the forgiving embrace of his father, 

who welcomes him home.  The service includes readings 

from Scripture, a sermon and thematic hymns that help us to 

remember that we who have strayed can return again and 

again to the embrace of our Father, through the sacrifice of 

His Son. 

 

American Cancer Society Dinner TODAY – We will have 

a Pulled Pork and Baked Ham Dinner today in our dining hall 

with profits benefitting the American Cancer Society.  

Serving is from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  Carry-outs are 

available.   Checks may be written to American Cancer 

Society.  Please come and enjoy fellowship and helping in the 

fight against cancer.  These funds will help in research and 
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the advancement of finding a cure.  Your help is needed to 

give HOPE! 

 

A Sincere Note of Appreciation – We collected $550.00 for 

the Faith Comes by Hearing – Reaching our Troops – 

Reaching the World Biblesticks.  We sincerely appreciate all 

who contributed to this worthwhile cause.  Chaplains are 

currently requesting up to 2,000 Biblesticks each week.  They 

have already provided more than 460,000 Biblesticks to 

Chaplains in every branch of the Armed Forces.   

 

Want to have a Biblestick?  People have asked Pastor if they 

could have a Biblestick for their own use or give as gifts.  

Faith Comes By Hearing offers a Biblestick for the public.  

The only difference between the public’s Biblestick and the 

military’s Biblestick is the color of the stick itself.  The 

public’s Biblestick is white instead of black.  If you would 

like your own or give as a gift they are $22.00. Please contact 

Pastor or Mary Sprick and we will get it for you.   

 

Easter Breakfast – The Education Committee will again host 

the Easter Breakfast after the sunrise service on Sunday, April 

5, 2015.  Plan to join us for rolls, donuts, ham, breakfast 

casseroles, juice, coffee and milk.  A free will offering will be 

taken for the Light of Christ Chinese Mission in St. Louis, 

Missouri.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

following the 10:00 AM service on Easter Sunday.  

Donations of pre-decorated hard boiled eggs or plastic eggs 

would be greatly appreciated.  If you choose to send plastic 

eggs, please avoid chocolate inside the eggs.  If the weather is 

warm, it melts!  Please bring them on Holy Saturday or Easter 

Sunday morning to the kitchen.  The hunt is open to children 

from birth to age 10 or fourth grade. 
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Have some fun and help out a good cause – All ladies who 

are interested in having some fun and helping out a good 

cause, sign up for the Make and Take, 4 cards and a treat bag.  

The date is Saturday, April 11, 10:00 AM, lunch at noon.  

Bring $12.00 or a multipack of ladies panties.  We will be 

cutting the paper in preparation at the end of March, so sign 

up so we can have the supplies ready for you! 

 

Choice Dollars – It’s time to direct your Choice Dollars for 

2014 and the first quarter of 2015.  Direct to the organization 

of your choice, but don’t lose it!!! 

 

We will be doing an April Newsletter next week.  Please 

have your articles/items to Mary by Tuesday, March 24
th

. 

 

Our Altar Guild here at Ebenezer would welcome some 

new members to help here at Church.  Please consider!! 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday   Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday  Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday Wilbert Baumann 

Choir  “Come To Calvary’s Holy 

Mountain” 

Choir Director   Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild    Nancy Quinn & Mary Sprick 

Acolytes    Trent Huellinghoff 

    Danielle Gerding 

    Cierra Donatti 

Bell Ringer    Corey Adams 
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Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions                          $1,664.00 

Plate                                                              88.00 

Sunday School                                             20.40 

Easter Lilies                                               122.00 

                                                                $1,894.40 

 

Attendance:    Saturday Worship   28 

                         Sunday Worship      84 

 

                         Sunday School:      Children   7 

                                                          Adults      18 

 

Wednesday Worship 

Lenten Offerings                 $317.00 

Easter Lily                                 8.00 

Plate                                         41.00 

                                              $366.00 

 

Attendance:  Morning Worship   13 

                       Evening Worship    28 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday   Picnic Committee Meeting  7:00 PM 

                                 Youth Confirmation  4:00 PM 

Tuesday                   Evangelism Committee 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Lenten Worship  10:00 AM & 7:00 

PM 

Confirmation  6:30 PM 

Choir 7:45 PM 

Thursday Education and Sunday School 7:00 

PM 

Saturday  Worship  5:00 PM 
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Picnic Announcement – If anyone would like to help out 

our Church by helping with the annual picnic, we would 

like to invite anyone who is interested to please join us for 

the meeting Monday, March 23
rd

 at 7:00 PM here at 

Church.  Please consider helping us with this important 

project!!!  Your help would be sincerely appreciated!!! 

 

 

 

Easter Schedule 

 

April 2 Maundy Thursday  10:00 AM & 7:00 PM   

(Lord’s supper) 

April 3  Good Friday Worship  10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

April 4 Easter Vigil  5:00 PM  (Lord’s Supper) 

April 5  Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunrise Service   6:30 AM                      

Easter Breakfast   7:30 AM 

Sunday School   9:00 AM 

Easter Service  10:00 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt  11:15 AM 

 

 

   

                         


