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AS WE GATHER: Welcome to Week Four in The Parables 

of Lent series of services, which is based on the parable of the 

workers in the vineyard. In this parable, all workers in a 

vineyard are given the same pay from the master, no matter 

how long they have labored. The service includes readings 

from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon and thematic 

hymns that help us to remember that all who have been called 

by the Master are blessed by the same reward in Christ. 

 

HYMN  “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LW 94 

 

Christ, the life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Christ, yourself for me once giving 

To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through your suffering, death, and merit 

Life eternal I inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  

Dearest Jesus, unto you. 

You have suffered great affliction 

And have borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

Fully to atone for me; 
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For you chose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  

Dearest Jesus, unto you. 

Then, for all that bought my pardon, 

For the sorrows deep and sore, 

For the anguish in the garden, 

I will thank you evermore, 

Thank you for the groaning, sighing, 

For the bleeding and the dying, 

For that last triumphant cry,  

Praise you evermore on high. 

P         In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

C Amen 

 

P In this holy season the Son of God humbles himself so 

that we receive mercy. 

C Humble me once again, O God, that my life would 

be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

P  In this holy season the Son of God reminds us that his 

heavenly Father provides us with everything we need, 

though we deserve nothing. 

C  Remind me, O God, of the privilege it is to serve in 

your kingdom and of your grace that provides 

everything that I need, though it is undeserved. 

 

P  In this holy season the Son of God enters into his 

Passion and death so that we are exalted. 

C  Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 
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HYMN Lasset Uns Mit Jesu Ziehen 87 87 877 877 LW 381 

 

Let us listen to our Savior  

as his parables unfold, 

Learning what he has to teach us,  

bearing fruit a hundredfold. 

Workers needed in the vineyard  

had agreed to work the day, 

But when they received their pay,  

all received as equal wages 

From the Master’s gracious hand  

pay that he alone had planned. 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Too often in our selfishness we feel as though we 

deserve more than we receive. Let us confess the sins 

of our hearts and lives to our Lord who hears and 

forgives: 

 

C  Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature 

is sinful. We do not love you with all our heart, 

soul, mind and strength. We do not love our 

neighbors as ourselves. Far too often we feel as 

though we are slighted and deserve more than we 

receive. We are mistaken when we think that we 

ought to make great gain for simply doing what we 

have been called to do as your children. By our 

selfishness we have sinned against you and against 

others in thought, word and deed. Forgive us, most 

holy God. 
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P  The Lord Jesus came into this world to take upon 

himself that which he did not deserve: he took on our 

suffering and death as a punishment for our sin and 

selfishness. Because he got what he did not deserve on 

the cross, we get what we do not deserve: forgiveness, 

life and salvation. Receive now the priceless gift he 

paid for: all of your sins are forgiven in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

On my heart imprint your image,  

blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares and pleasures  

never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be:  

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation,  

and my glory and salvation! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 11:1-9 

Epistle Reading … Romans 9:14-24 

Gospel Reading … Matthew 20:1-16 

 

SERMON HYMN … Sung to Southwell SM LW 99 

 

We listen as the Word  

like scattered seed is sown, 

For as each parable is heard  
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Christ’s kingdom is made known. 

 

Although you tend the vine,  

and labor all the day, 

Should I not pay with what is mine,  

my grace and love display? 

 

In ev’ry time of need,  

before the judgment throne, 

Your work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,  

your merits, not my own. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers 
 

Each petition ends with the following response: 

 

P Master of the kingdom, 

C thank you for your grace. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction 
 

CLOSING HYMN “I love your kingdom, Lord” LW 296 
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I love your kingdom, Lord,  

the place of your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved  

with his own precious blood. 

 

Beyond my highest joy  

I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows,  

its hymns of love and praise. 

 

I love your Church, O God,  

your saints in ev’ry land, 

Dear as the apple of your eye  

and graven on your hand. 

 

For them my tears shall fall;  

for them my prayers ascend; 

For them my cares and toils be giv’n  

till toils and cares shall end. 

 

Sure as your truth shall last,  

to Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield  

and brighter bliss of heav’n. 
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