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AS WE GATHER: Today, we encounter a side of Jesus that 

we do not hear much about. When He saw people selling 

sacrificial animals and changing money in the temple, He 

made “a whip of cords and drove them all out of the temple.” 

In our time, we hear much about Jesus being welcoming, and 

He often was, eating with tax collectors and sinners and 

welcoming them. Why would Jesus forcefully drive these 

people and animals from the temple? Certainly not just 

because they were sinners, because He welcomed other 

sinners. There must be something more. There is. Lent takes 

us to the cross, where Jesus made the final, ultimate sacrifice, 

laying down His life to redeem the world. The organized 

system of animal sacrifice would come to an end; Jesus was 

clearing the temple for His sacrifice, the fulfillment of the old 

system. This teaches us also that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

is meant to drive out from our hearts and lives all the sin that 

bogs us down and keeps us from living in ways that honor 

and uphold the commandments of God. Part of Jesus’ 

ministry is to clean house; it is the sin that still clings to our 

hearts that He wants to forcefully cast out. We desperately 

need this, and He freely fulfills our greatest need through the 

Means of Grace. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord God, through Your 

servant Moses long ago, You gave the Ten Commandments 

to reveal Your will for our way of life. Like the Israelites of 

old, we fail to hear and to do. By the power of the cross, drive 
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out from our hearts, minds, and lives whatever would draw us 

away from You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN "There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood" (sung to LW 

506) 

  

1. There is a fountain filled with blood 

        Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 

        And sinners plunged beneath that flood 

        Lose all their guilty stains. 

 

 2. The dying thief rejoiced to see 

        That fountain in his day; 

        And there have I, as vile as he, 

        Washed all my sins away. 

 

3. Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 

        Shall never lose its power 

        Till all the ransomed Church of God 

        Be saved to sin no more. 

 

4. E'er since by faith I saw the stream 

        Thy flowing wounds supply, 

        Redeeming love has been my theme 

        And shall be till I die. 

 

 5. When this poor lisping, stammering tongue 

        Lies silent in the grave, 

        Then in a nobler, sweeter song 

        I'll sing Thy power to save. 

 

INVOCATION 
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Based on 1 Corinthians 1:24–25 and 1 

Corinthians 8:2–3 

 

Pastor: Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 

People: The foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

Pastor: and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

People: If anyone imagines that he knows something, 

Pastor: he does not yet know as he ought to know. 

People: But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Based on Psalm 51:4; 1 

Corinthians 1:27–31 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. 
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People: Against You, O LORD, have we sinned and 

done what is evil in Your sight. 

Pastor: For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 

the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 

to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, 

to bring to nothing things that are. He is the 

source of your life in Christ, whom God made 

our wisdom and our righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 

I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 69:14–16; antiphon: Psalm 69:9 
 

Pastor: For zeal for Your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach You 

have fallen on me. 

People: Deliver me from sinking in the mire; 

let me be delivered from my enemies and 

from the deep waters. 

Pastor: Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep 

swallow me up, 

or the pit close its mouth over me. 

People: Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love 

is good; 

according to Your abundant mercy, turn to 
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me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: For zeal for Your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach You 

have fallen on me. 

 

 HYMN “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LW 90   

Jesus, refuge of the weary,                           

Blest redeemer whom we love 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

Savior from the world above: 

Often have your eyes, offended, 

Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

You have borne the pain of all. 

Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see you wounded, bleeding, 

See your thorn encircled brow? 

Yet your sinless death has brought us  

Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what your grace has taught us 

Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength. By Your mighty power defend us from 

all adversities that may happen to the body and 

from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt 

the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 20:1–17 (The Ten 

Commandments) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 19; antiphon: v. 8 
 

Pastor: The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing 

the heart; the commandment of the LORD is 

pure, enlightening the eyes; 

People: The heavens declare the glory of God, and 

the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 

Pastor: Day to day pours out speech, and night to night 

reveals knowledge. 

People: There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard. 

Pastor: Their voice goes out through all the earth, and 

their words to the end of the world. In them He 

has set a tent for the sun, 

People: which comes out like a bridegroom leaving 

his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its 

course with joy. 
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Pastor: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its 

circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing 

hidden from its heat. 

People: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the 

soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple; 

Pastor: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 

heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 

People: the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 

forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and 

righteous altogether. 

People: More to be desired are they than gold, even 

much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 

drippings of the honeycomb. 

People: Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward. 

Pastor: Who can discern his errors? Declare me 

innocent from hidden faults. 

People: Keep back Your servant also from 

presumptuous sins; let them not have 

dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, 

and innocent of great transgression. 

Pastor: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O 

LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

People: The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing 

the heart; the commandment of the LORD is 

pure, enlightening the eyes; 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (“We preach Christ 

crucified.”) 

 

(The Epistle is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

CHOIR  “Drawn to the Cross” 

 

GRADUAL AND VERSE Hebrews 12:2; Ephesians 6:11 

 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, 

People: who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, 

Pastor: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

People: Put on the whole armor of God, 

Pastor: that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. 

People: Amen. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 2:13–22 (Jesus drives the money 

changers from the temple.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2
nd

 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

       From thence He shall come to judge the living and the                

       dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Song is Love Unknown” (LW 

91) 

  

 My song is love unknown, 

My Savior’s love to me; 

Love to the loveless shown, 

That they might lovely be. 

O who am I, that for my sake 

My Lord should take, frail flesh and die? 
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                      Christ came from heaven's throne 

Salvation to bestow; 

But people scorned, and none 

The longed-for Christ would know: 

But O! my Friend, my Friend indeed, 

Who at my need His life did spend. 

 

 Sometimes they strew His way, 

And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the way 

Hosannas to their King: 

Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, 

And for His death they thirst and cry. 

 

 They rise, and needs will have 

My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they saved, 

The Prince of life they slay, 

Yet cheerful He to suffering goes, 

That He His foes from thence might free. 

 

 Here might I stay and sing, 

No story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King! 

Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my Friend, in Whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 

 

SERMON 

  

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY (LW page 143) 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Your holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life which You have given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

The love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Ghost  

Be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 

Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for comfort for the family of 

Marie Adams.  Marie passed away on Tuesday, February 24 

at Mercy Hospital in Washington.  A funeral service was held 

here at Ebenezer Saturday, February 28
th

.  The flowers on our 

altar were given to our Church by Marie’s family. 

 

We pray for all in need of Your healing.  Comfort them with 

a word of Your grace and power to save.  We especially 

remember and pray for Jim Kormeier, Paul Creek, Dorris 

Bade, Debbie Donatti, Wanda Kassebaum, Robert Bunge, 

Lawrence Pelster, Donna Kirschenmann, Margaret 
Zastrow and Doris Biermann, as they are recovering from 

surgeries and illness. 

 

We also want to remember the many shut-ins and friends of 

our congregation and community, especially, Adeline Keune, 

Helen Bode, Art Hohlt, Edna Deppermann, Hugo 

Nething, and Wilbert Helling and all those we remember 

in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer and all the 

Pastors and Teachers of our Circuit, District and Missouri 

Synod, that our Lord Jesus would sustain His Church 

here and around the world with His gracious Word and 

Sacraments.  We also ask that the Lord would keep our 

Missionaries here in our country and around the world 

safe.  We especially pray for Robin McCoy in Thailand 

and John Strasen in Botswana, Africa who will be 

returning to the United States to retire from Lutheran 

Bible Translators. 

 

Let the nations praise You, O God, let all the nations 

praise You.  Guide and direct the minds and hearts of all 

leaders in Government that peace may prevail, evil be 

punished, and good rewarded.  Grant wisdom to our 
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elected officials, our President, Vice President, Governors 

of all states, and community leaders, those who respond to 

emergencies of health, fire, flood and who meet the 

physical and emotional needs of those who rely on them. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services this Third 

Sunday in Lent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

THE PARABLES OF LENT – The Parable of the Good 

Samaritan 

Welcome to Week Three in The Parables of Lent series of 

services, which is based on the parable of the Good 

Samaritan.  In this parable, a man beaten on the road gets help 

from an unlikely traveler.  Lenten Services are on Wednesday 

morning at 10:00 AM and Wednesday Evening at 7:00 PM.  

The service includes readings from Scripture, a sermon and 

thematic hymns that help us to remember that we who are 

often beaten down along the road of life encounter the healing 

of Christ through the cross. 

 

Reaching our Troops – Reaching the World – This 

weekend, March 7 & 8 our congregation will be 

participating in providing Military Bible Sticks to our 

deployed troops.  A video will be presented from the 

sponsor, Faith Comes By Hearing.  We have been associated 

with Faith Comes By Hearing for many years making 

available Bible on cassettes and on CDs to our congregation.  

We have also participated in the Bible Stick program some 

years ago.  The Bible Sticks are very small and compact and a 

Bible Stick will be displayed in the back of the Church.  



 

15 

Please see the bulletin insert.  We will have a free-will 

offering basket at the back of the Church to help in this 

special offering to our troops.  Chaplains are currently 

requesting up to 2,000 each week, so demand continually 

exceeds Faith Comes by Hearing.  They have already 

provided more than 460,000 Bible Sticks to chaplains in 

every branch of the Armed Forces.  

 

Note of Thanks - I want to sincerely thank everyone for the 

prayers, gifts, flowers, cards, meals, visits, and phone calls 

after my surgery.  Your kindness is a true blessing. Thanks 

you for sharing God's love and blessings with me.  Margaret 

Zastrow 

 

A Note of Sincere Appreciation – “We would like to thank 

everyone for their cards, prayers, and condolences for our 

Mother, Marie Adams.  We would also like to thank the 

Ladies Aid for their help that they so graciously gave us at 

this time.  A very special thank you to Pastor Zastrow for 

his weekly visits with Mom, she really looked forward to 

seeing Pastor every week.  And also for being there with 

our whole family as Mom took her last breath, comforting 

us and leading us in prayer as the angels of our Lord 

came down and lifted Mom up to heaven.  A very sincere 

heartfelt thank you” – The family of Marie Adams. 

  

We have received the following note of appreciation: 

“Dearest Members of Ebenezer, 

     Thank you so much for your gracious hospitality.  The 

Lord has truly blessed you with a beautiful house of 

worship and kind spirit.  The Lord be with you and Bless 

you!”     Luci Mehl, Organist – Singing Saints 

       

A Big “Thank You” to everyone who hosted the singers 

from the Singing Saints Concert last week Friday evening 

and to everyone who helped out in any way!  We couldn’t 
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have done this without you!!!  The concert was wonderful 

and we had a really good crowd. 

 

On March 22 we will  have a Baked Ham and Pulled Pork 

Dinner from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in our dining hall 

benefitting the American Cancer Society.  All profits from 

the free will offering will go to help in the fight against 

cancer.  Plan to attend and help find a cure! 

 

Mark your calendars – Next Sunday, March 15
th

 we will 
have a chili and soup dinner from 11:30 - 1:30.  There will 

be a free-will offering to be given to Leslie Food Pantry.  We 

hope you can join us for good food and fellowship!! (On 

Saturday, March 14
th

, we will make the soup and chili.  If you 

would like to help, we will be at Church about 9:00 M.) 

 

The ladies of St. John’s Lutheran Church at Beaufort 

would like to invite the ladies of our congregation to their 

annual Prayer Service.  Date:  This coming Thursday, March 

12
th

;   Time  11:00 AM.  Theme:  God Given Hats.  A salad 

luncheon will follow the service.  Please wear a hat 

significant of your life journey.  Also Minnie and Pearl will 

be doing a skit again. 

 

Alive Trivia Night – We have been asked to share 

information about a Trivia Night sponsored by Alive 

(Alternatives to Living in Violent Environments).  Saturday 

March 14
th

 at the County Seat Senior Center, 1329 Union 

Avenue, Union, MO.  Alive has been serving families 

affected by domestic violence in the Franklin County area 

since 1999.  In order to continue to serve our growing number 

of clients, Alive will be hosting this Trivia Night with the 

theme “Night at the Oscars”.  Please see the poster on our 

bulletin board near the Church entrance for more information. 
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Day of Fun and Fellowship – Do you need a day of fun and 

fellowship?  On April 11
th

, come join us for a morning of 

cardmaking and lunch for a good cause.  We will make 4 

cards and a treat bag, (samples are in the back of Church).  

We will start at 10:00 AM and have lunch at noon.  After that 

there will be time to finish the cards, if need be.  You just 

need to bring $12.00 or a multipack of women’s panties.  The 

money will be used for more panties, or any other needed 

items to be given to Otis’s Outreach Ministry which his 

children said will continue in Peace Park! 

 

The Ebenezer Mission Society will have our rescheduled 

meeting, tomorrow evening, Monday, March 9
th

 

beginning at 6:30 PM with the sewing of rice warming 

bags for the hospital.  The meeting will begin at 7:30 PM. 

All ladies of the congregation are welcome to join us! 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday - Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday -  Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday - Wilbert Baumann 

Choir -  “Drawn to the Cross” 

Choir Director - Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild - Nancy Quinn and Mary Sprick 

Acolytes –  Trent Huellinghoff 

  Tyler Kasmann 

  Danielle Gerding 

Bell Ringer -  Jeff Hohlt 
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Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions $  67.00 

Plate      15.00 

  $  82.00 

Attendance:  Saturday worship:     10 

                       Sunday worship:          7 

 

Wednesday Worship 

Lenten Offerings $137.00 

Weekly Offerings   185.00 

Plate      35.00 

  $357.00 

 

Attendance:  Morning worship cancelled due to 

                       snow 

                       Evening worship   20 

 

Year to Date Thrivent Choice Dollars amount  $591.00 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday -  Youth Confirmation 4:00 PM 

Wednesday -  Lenten Services  

        10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

  Confirmation  6:30 PM 

  Choir  7:45 PM 

Saturday -  Make chili  9:00 AM 

  Worship with Holy Communion 

  5:00 PM  (Note time change) 
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We have received the following letter from John Strasen 

in Botswana, Africa: 

   February 20, 2015 

 

“Dear members of Ebenezer, 

 

     This is my last letter from southern Africa.  It is time for 

me to leave the mission field.  My work and residence 

permits both expire before the end of March, and I have 

decided not to reapply.  In less than a month I expect to be 

flying home for the last time. 

     It is not yet clear where I will choose to live, but wherever 

I end up, it is bound to be colder than where I am at the 

moment.  This is the hottest time of the year in the southern 

hemisphere, where daytime temperatures range from 95 to 

100 degrees.  I look forward to cooler weather, but maybe not 

as cold as you are receiving right now.  And I’m certainly not 

used to snow anymore.  I guess I’m just too hard to please. 

     I want to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your 

prayers and support down through the years.  You have 

shown such faith in me, far more than I deserve.  God has 

truly blessed me through your partnership, and I will not soon 

forget your faithfulness.  I look forward to seeing some of 

you from time to time in my travels around the country.  May 

God bless you always”. 

                                    Your friend in Christ, 

                                    John 

 

 


