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AS WE GATHER: Welcome to a special Ash Wednesday 

service in the Parables of Lent series, based on the parable of 

the Pharisee and the tax collector. In this parable, the tax 

collector who repents goes home justified, while the proud 

Pharisee does not. The parable reminds us that we, too, who 

repent are justified through Christ. The service includes an 

Imposition of Ashes, readings from Scripture, a children’s 

sermon, a sermon and thematic hymns that help us to 

remember that we receive justification only in Christ. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty and everlasting 

God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 

sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite 

hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  “Let us Ever Walk with Jesus” LW 381 

 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

Follow His example pure, 

Flee the world, which would deceive us 
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And to sin our souls allure. 

Ever in His footsteps treading, 

Body here, yet soul above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, 

Let us do the Father's bidding. 

Faithful Lord, abide with me; 

Savior, lead, I follow Thee. 

 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 

To His image e'er conform; 

Heaven's glory soon will please us, 

Sunshine follow on the storm. 

Though we sow in tears of sorrow, 

We shall reap with heav'nly joy; 

And the fears that now annoy 

Shall be laughter on the morrow. 

Christ, I suffer here with Thee; 

There, oh, share Thy joy with me! 

 Let us also die with Jesus. 

His death from the second death, 

From our soul's destruction, frees us, 

Quickens us with life's glad breath. 

Let us mortify, while living, 

Flesh and blood and die to sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in 

Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here I die to Thee 

There to live eternally. 

P    In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen 

P  In this holy season the Son of God humbles himself so 

 that we receive mercy. 

C Humble me once again, O God, that my life would 
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be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

P  In this holy season the Son of God prays for us so that 

we are made one with him and each other. 

 

C  Help me to faithfully pray, O God, that my prayers 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

P  In this holy season the Son of God lives a perfect life 

so that we receive his perfection. 

 

C  Fill me with your Spirit, O God, that my life and 

actions would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

P  In this holy season the Son of God enters into his 

Passion and death so that we are exalted. 

 

C  Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus 

would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 

 

 Let us gladly live with Jesus; 

Since He's risen from the dead, 

Death and grave must soon release us. 

Jesus, Thou art now our Head, 

We are truly Thine own members; 

Where Thou livest, there live we. 

Take and own us constantly, 

Faithful Friend, as Thy dear brethren. 

Jesus, here I live to Thee, 

Also there eternally. 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 
P   Dear people of God: The first Christians observed with 
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great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 

resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church 

to prepare for them by a season of penitence and 

fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which 

converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. 

It was also a time when those who, because of 

notorious sins, had been separated from the body of 

the faithful were reconciled by penitence and 

forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the 

Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in 

mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth 

in the Gospel of our Savior and of the need all 

Christians continually have to renew their repentance 

and faith. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to 

the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 

repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 

reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. And, to 

make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of 

our mortal nature, let us now come before the Lord, 

our Maker and Redeemer. 

Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of 

the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of 

our mortality and penitence, that we may remember 

that it is only by Your gracious gift that we are given 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 2. Copyright © 2014 Concordia Publishing 
House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

CHOIR (sings during the Imposition of Ashes) 

 

Confession and Absolution 
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P  Having been reminded that we are dust, and to dust we 

shall return, let us confess our sins: 

 

C  Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature 

is sinful. The root of our sin is pride, and pride has 

made us love ourselves more than we love you or 

others. Too often we believe that our lives are 

acceptable to you, when in reality they are not. We 

have sinned against you by speaking selfish words, 

by thinking selfish thoughts and by taking selfish 

action. We have failed to love others more than 

ourselves and you above all else. Have mercy on us 

sinners.  

P  Since we cannot justify ourselves, our God sent his one 

and only Son to live a perfect life and die the death we 

deserved. Because of his generous grace, our sinful 

pride and all other sins are forgiven in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Savior When in Dust to Thee” LW 93 

 

Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the adoring knee; 

When, repentant, to the skies 

Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe 

Suffered once for man below, 

Bending from Thy throne on high, 

Hear our penitential cry! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
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Old Testament Reading … Daniel 9:16-19 

Epistle Reading … 1 Peter 5:6-11 

Gospel Reading … Luke 18:9-14 

 

SERMON HYMN … Sung to Southwell SM LW 99 

 

We listen as the Word  

like scattered seed is sown, 

For as each parable is heard  

Christ’s kingdom is made known. 

 

The tax man prays alone,  

the Pharisee with pride. 

Which prayer is heard before the throne?  

Which man is justified? 

 

In ev’ry time of need,  

before the judgment throne, 

Your work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,  

your merits, not my own. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers 
 

Each petition ends with the following response: 
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P  O God who justifies through Christ, 

C  be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus, refuge of the weary” LW 90 

 

Jesus, refuge of the weary,  

blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary,  

Savior from the world above:  

Often have your eyes, offended,  

gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended,  

you have borne the pain of all. 

 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning  

with more fervent love for you; 

May our eyes be ever turning  

to behold your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never  

from the blessed Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever,  

dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 
By Dean Nadasdy and Tom Eggebrecht. ©2015 by Creative Communications 

for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. 
www.creativecommunications.com.  


