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AS WE GATHER: During a funeral the Pastor reminds us 

that in Holy Baptism, we are clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness, which covers all our sin. The pastor says, “Do 

you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3), to 

which the congregation responds, “We were buried therefore 

with Him by Baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 

with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with 

Him in a resurrection like His” (Romans 6:4–5). Even in the 

midst of death, our Baptism and connection to Christ gives us 

the certainty of forgiveness and salvation! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father in heaven, in Holy 

Baptism, You united us to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Grant that we remember our Baptism daily so that we 

consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN “O God of God, O Light of Light” LW 

83 
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, the + Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.   

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 29:3 

 

Pastor: The voice of the LORD 

People: is over the waters; 

 

Pastor: the God of glory thunders, 

People: the LORD, over many waters. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: As we consider our unworthiness and confess that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 

that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition, we ask ourselves, “What shall we say 

then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? By no means! How can we who died to 

sin still live in it?” (Romans 6:1–3). As the Lord’s 

baptized children who have died to sin, let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us 

our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4). 
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Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:     Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

 

All: Behold My servant, whom I uphold, 

   My chosen, in whom My soul delights. 

I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; 

  today I have begotten You. 

Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your 

heritage, 

   and the ends of the earth Your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s 

vessel.” 

  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

   be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

   and rejoice with trembling, 

for His wrath is quickly kindled. 

   Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   And to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, 

   Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE sung  (page 7 TLH) 
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ALL:          Lord have mercy on us, Christ have mercy 

on us, Lord have mercy on us.  

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS sung (page 7 TLH) 

 

Pastor: Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, 

good will toward men. 

 

People: We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee, 

we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 

Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

That takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 

Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
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Pastor: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the 

Jordan River, You proclaimed Him Your 

beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 

Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name 

faithful in their calling as Your children and 

inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 1:1–5 (God creates the 

heavens and the earth.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 29; antiphon: v. 3 

 

Pastor: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

    the God of glory thunders, 

    the LORD, over many waters. 

 

Men: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 

Women: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

    worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

 

Pastor: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

    the God of glory thunders, 

    the LORD, over many waters. 
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Men: The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

 

Women: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 

Men: He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 

    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 

Women: The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of 

fire. 

 

Men: The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

Women: The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 

    and strips the forests bare, 

    and in His temple all cry, “Glory!” 

 

Men: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

 

Women: May the LORD give strength to His people! 

    May the LORD bless His people with peace! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 (United to Christ’s death and 

resurrection through Baptism) 

 

(The Epistle is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
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People: Thanks be to God.  
 

VERSE Mark 1:11b 

 

People: Alleluia. You are My beloved Son; with You I 

am well pleased. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:4–11(The Baptism of our Lord) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

21st chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

       From thence He shall come to judge the living and the 

dead.         
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "When Our Enemies Surround Us" 
[Tune only: WERDE MUNTER, TLH 560] 

 

Lord of light! The darkness broken 

At the power of Your Word. 

With the truth of Your love spoken, 

All the gloomy void deterred. 

Fill enlightened hearts with praise 

At the wonder of Your ways. 

With the dismal fog dispelling, 

Thankful hearts Your promise telling. 

 

Lord of life! Our Adam buried 

In Your soul-renewing flood. 

To the cross our sins were carried 

And were drowned in Jesus’ blood. 

Now we daily die to sin, 

And we daily rise again! 

Through the Spirit, we are living 

In the freedom You are giving. 

 

Lord of love! Our King anointed, 

To the river shore You came 

At the blessed time appointed 

For Your royal role to claim. 

As the Father claimed His Son, 

Now He gladly calls each one 

To the ever-living water 

To become His son or daughter. 
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Lord of all! King of creation, 

Keep Your children from all harm. 

Our Redeemer’s compensation 

Leads us to our Father’s arms. 

Holy Spirit, make us whole: 

Cleanse our hearts; renew our souls. 

Let our lives foretell the story 

Of Your coming throne and glory. 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark, Copyright © 2014 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

  

SERMON 

  

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY (page 175) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Your holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
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hope of everlasting life which You have given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: For the word of the cross is folly to those who 

are perishing, 

People: but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 
 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and give 

you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Listen, God Is Calling”  HS98 872 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 
Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

Our Mission and Ministry 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray on behalf of those who are ill 

in body and mind or soul, and those who call out to the Lord 

in various needs, especially, Cody Adams, as he is 

recovering after foot surgery; Marie Adams, who is in New 

Haven Care Center; Irma Pelster, who is recovering after 

several falls; Wanda Kassebaum, Robert Bunge, Robbie 

Bunge, Paul Creek, Dorris Bade, Donna Kirschenmann, 

Debbie Donatti, Jim Kormeier and Lawrence Pelster.  We 
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also want to remember in our prayers, Shirley Bourne, who 

is receiving hospice care. 

 

We want to remember in our prayers the many friends and 

shut-ins of our congregation and community, especially, 

Adeline Keune, Helen Bode, Hugo Nething, Edna 

Deppermann, Art Hohlt and Wilbert Helling and all those 

we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church and all the Pastors and Teachers of our Circuit 

and Missouri Synod, that our Lord Jesus would sustain 

His Church here and around the world with His gracious 

Word and Sacraments.  We pray for our Missionaries in 

foreign countries and as well as in our own country, that 

they remain safe and that Your Word proclaimed by them 

will not return void.  We pray especially for Robin McCoy, 

who returned to Thailand this past week; and John 

Strasen in Botswana, Africa. 

 

We pray for our many towns and cities and the people who 

dwell in them.  We also pray for the communities that 

have seen much violence and killings.  We ask that those 

who work for peace and justice may be strengthened and 

those who cause the trouble and turmoil may repent and 

change their ways. 

 

Please remember and grant wisdom to our elected officials, 

our President, Vice President, Governors of all states, and 

communities, those who respond to emergencies of health, 

fire, flood and who meet the physical and emotional needs 

of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this First 

Sunday after Epiphany.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

A Big Thank You to everyone who stayed here last 

Sunday to help put away the Christmas decorations.  

Your help was very much appreciated!!! 

 

Next Sunday, January 18
th

, we are planning an informational 

meeting here about Thrivent programs for 2015.  This will 

follow a turkey and dressing dinner.  Please bring a salad or 

dessert to share.  If you are involved in any fundraising or 

service projects at Church or elsewhere, please come, 

Thrivent member or not!!  There is a new program for 

receiving funds from Thrivent starting in 2015.  The Care and 

Community funds will only be available through June.  After 

that the only way to receive funds is the new program.  It has 

lots of possibilities, so please join us for the meal and learn 

about the program.  If you are involved with any dinners or 

any projects at Church, it is important that you attend.  

Anyone involved with Boy Scouts, or any other organization 

may be interested also.  Please join us – anyone!  The amount 

we received from the Choice Dollars directed to Ebenezer last 

year is $8,958.00. 

 

If you haven’t already, please give us your e-mail address.  

Annual statements of contributions will be e-mailed this year 

when possible, to save on printing and postage expense.  If 

you have not been receiving e-mails containing monthly 

financial summaries and receipts for your contributions, then 

chances are we do not have your e-mail address.  Please send 
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it to rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com, or give it to Roland or 

Mary Sprick. Thank you.  

  

It will soon be time to renew our subscriptions to The 

Lutheran Witness.  We have to let them know by February 

1
st
 who wants to renew or cancel their subscription.  Please let 

Mary know by January 15
th

 if you want to renew or cancel.  

The 2015 renewal price is $15.96. 

 

The Washington Circuit will have a Youth Gathering at 

Camp Trinity for Grades 6-12 on January 30 & 31, 2015.  

The purpose of this retreat is for our youth and their friends to 

build friendships with each other while growing closer to 

God.  There are some registration forms on the table near the 

entrance to Church.  These registration forms are due to 

Camp Trinity by January 23
rd

.  The form also lists the things 

to bring to the retreat. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the Singing Saints 

Concert here at Church on February 27
th

 at 7:30 PM. 

Please consider hosting a young singer for the evening of 

the 27
th

. 

 

The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held here January 

19
th

 at 7:30 PM.  Please plan to attend this important 

meeting of our Church!  (The Officers will meet on 

January 15
th

 at 7:00 PM) 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday            Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday     Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday      Marvin Kassebaum 

Choir Director  Kathy Scheer 

Acolytes Danielle Gerding 

 Tyler Kasmann 

Paige Thurmond 

Alter Guild  Diane Luechtefeld  

 Jane Redhage                         

Bell Ringer                      Jeff Hohlt 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions           $1,749.00 

Plate                                               49.50 

Sunday School                              19.14 

Lutheran Witness                         20.00 

New Year’s Eve Offerings           30.00 

New Year’s Offerings                  90.00 

Epiphany Offerings                     20.00 

Portals of Prayer                          10.00 

                                                $1,987.64 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship   23 

                       Sunday Worship      70 

 

Sunday School Attendance    Children   5 

                                                  Adults     17 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday             Youth Confirmation   4:00 PM 

Wednesday       Confirmation   6:30 PM 

Thursday          Officer’s Meeting   7:00 PM 

Saturday           Worship with Holy Communion  3:00 PM 

                           Cub Scout Pack 814 Pinewood Race 

                                                              (in dining hall) 


