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AS WE GATHER: “But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4–5). This is the 

festival of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus. We begin the 

new calendar year with Jesus’ name on our lips and as bearers 

of His name through our Baptism. By water and Word—

God’s benediction is spoken into our flesh. Jesus lived, died, 

and was raised for us. Through Holy Baptism, we belong to 

Him. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, You have 

called us by Your name in Holy Baptism, speaking Your 

benediction into our flesh. Grant that the old Adam in us 

should, by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned and 

die with all sins and evil lusts, and, again, a new man daily 

come forth and arise; who shall live before You in 

righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

DIVINE SERVICE II, page 158 

Hymn of Praise “Glory to God in the Highest” 

 

HYMNS: 180, 182, 66 

 

INTROIT OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor:   May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

People: May those who love your salvation say 

continually, Great is the Lord!  

Pastor: Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but 

you have given me an open ear. 

People: Burnt offering and sin offering you have not 

required. 

Pastor:    Then I said, “Behold, I have come.” 

People:     In the scroll of the book written of me; 

Pastor:        I desire to do your will, O my God; 

     Your law is within my heart.”  

People:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to  

 the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is  

now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

The Readings: 

Numbers 6:22-27 (Aaron's Blessing) 

Galatians 3:23-29 (Heirs according to the promise.) 

Luke 2:21 (Jesus is circumcised.) 
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Psalm 8 

 

Pastor: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 

the earth! You have set your glory in the heavens. 

People: Through the praise of children and infants 

you have established a stronghold against 

your enemies, to silence the foe and the 

avenger. 

Pastor: When I consider your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 

set in place, 

People: what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

human beings that you care for them? 

Pastor: You have made them a little lower than the 

angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 

People: You made them rulers over the works of your 

hands; you put everything under their feet: 

Pastor:    all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 

People:  the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all 

that swim the paths of the seas. 

Pastor: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 

the earth! 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 

now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 


