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AS WE GATHER: We gather in church on this First Sunday 

after Christmas just a few days removed from the crowds of 

Christmas Eve. Fewer seem to gather on this day than on 

Christmas Eve, yet our trip to church today still brings us the 

amazing gift of our Savior, born to redeem us and to adopt us 

into the Body of Christ. As many of us travel this time of 

year, so Mary, Joseph, and the newborn Jesus traveled. They 

went to Jerusalem, to present Jesus to the Lord, according to 

the traditional practice of their day. While in the temple, 

something amazing happened. Simeon took Jesus up in his 

arms and blessed God with words we now sing in worship, 

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace . . .” 

(Nunc Dimittis). Then Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. Next 

a prophetess named Anna gave thanks to God for Jesus and 

spoke of Him to all who were waiting for God’s redemption 

of His people. Taking our cues from Simeon and Anna today, 

we gather here to bless, praise, and thank God for the gift of 

Jesus. And like them we are sent out to participate in 

fulfilling the covenant that goes all the way back to 

Abraham—that all nations will be blessed through his 

offspring, that is, through Jesus and through us as the Body of 

Christ. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: God our Father, by 

sending Your beloved Son into the world as an infant, You 

blessed the world with Your forgiveness, joy, and peace. 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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Send us into all of these days after Christmas as Your sons 

and daughters by our Baptism into Christ, ready to bless the 

world in word and deed; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN “Joy to the World” LW 53 

 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 111:1–4, 

9 

 

Pastor: Gathered in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit, people of God, praise 

the LORD! 

People: I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole 

heart. 

Pastor: Great are the works of the LORD. 

People: Full of splendor and majesty is His work. 

Pastor: He has caused His wondrous works to be 

remembered. 

People: He sent redemption to His people. Holy and 

awesome is His name! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. 

Pastor: We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. 

People: We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
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Pastor: We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. 

People: For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. 

Pastor: Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

People: so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: When the fullness of time had come, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. You are no 

longer a slave, but a son. Therefore, as a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

 

Pastor: The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes 

of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 

see the salvation of our God. 

People: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has 

done marvelous things! His right hand and His 

holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
Pastor: The LORD has made known His salvation;  

He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 

the nations. 

People: He has remembered His steadfast love and 

faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends 

of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
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All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Angels We Have Heard on High” LW 

55 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing over the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You 

wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 

human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in 

Him who made Himself to be like us; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10–62:3 (“The 

nations shall see Your righteousness, and all kings Your 

glory.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a   
 

All: To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things! 

 

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 (“When the time had fully come, 

God sent His Son.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Luke 2:30, 32 
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Pastor: Alleluia! 

People: Alleluia! 

Pastor: My eyes have seen Your salvation; 

People: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to Your people Israel. 

Pastor: Alleluia! 

People: Alleluia! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 (Mary and Joseph present 

Jesus at the temple.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

Pastor: In the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, our 

confession is focused on Jesus, whose coming we 

await. We speak the words of the creed, followed 

by the “What does this mean?” section from the 

Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther. 

 

People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
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Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten 

of the Father from all eternity, and also true 

man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 

has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 

person, purchased and won me from all sins, 

from death, and from the power of the devil; 

not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering 

and death, 

 

that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 

reigns to all eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” 

HS 98 911 
 

SERMON  

 
OFFERTORY LW page 175 

  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  
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Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” LW 47 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture 

to be written for our learning, grant that we may in 

such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

which You have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with Thee and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, 
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The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 

give you peace. 

People:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS: We pray to God on behalf of those 

who are ill in body and mind, or soul, those who call out to 

Him in isolation and all who seek relief from their various 

needs, especially, Cody Adams, who had foot surgery this 

past week; Wanda Kassebaum, Marie Adams, Robert 

Bunge and Robbie Bunge; Paul Creek, Dorris Bade, 

Donna Kirschenmann,  Debbie Donatti, Jim Kormeier, 

and Lawrence Pelster.  We also remember in our prayers 

Shirley Bourne and Connie Steibel who are both on hospice 

care. 

 

We also want to remember in our prayers, the many friends 

and shut-ins of our congregation and community, especially 

Adeline Keune, Helen Bode, Edna Deppermann, Hugo 

Nething, Art Hohlt, and Wilbert Helling in Arizona, and 

all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer and all the 

Pastors and Teachers of our Circuit and Missouri Synod, 

that our Lord Jesus would sustain His Church here and 

around the world with His gracious Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray for our Missionaries in foreign 

countries and well as in our own country, that they will 

remain safe and that Your Word proclaimed by them will not 

return void.  We pray especially for Robin McCoy, who will 

be returning to Thailand soon; and John Strasen in 

Botswana, Africa. 
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We pray for our many cities and towns and the people who 

dwell in them.  We also pray for the communities that 

have seen much violence and killings.  We ask that those 

who work for peace and justice may be strengthened and 

those who cause the trouble and turmoil may repent and 

change their ways.   

Please remember and grant wisdom to our elected officials, 

our President, Vice President, Governors of all states, and 

communities, those who respond to emergencies of health, 

fire, flood and who met the physical and emotional needs 

of those who rely on them. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this First 

Sunday after Christmas.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Christmas Cards – Please look at the Christmas Cards the 

congregation has received during the Christmas season post 

on the bulletin board in back of the church. 

 

We will be doing a January Newsletter this week.  Please 

have your items/articles to Mary by this coming Tuesday, 

December 30
th

.  Thank you! 

 

New Haven Care Center – Pastor Zastrow will be having a 

nursing home service at New Haven Care Center this Sunday 

at 1:30 PM. Members are invited to join him and the residents 

in the activities room. 

 

New Years Day Service – Please come to worship this 

Thursday for New Year’s Day Services at our church at 10:00 
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AM. The service will be beginning the New Year with the 

theme “At The Name of Jesus, Every Knee Shall Bow.” We 

will also be celebrating the Circumcision of Jesus, the 

historical day on the liturgical calendar.  

 

Burning of the Greens – The members of the congregation 

are welcome to join our youth in the burning of the greens on 

January 7, 6:30 PM at our lake. If you have your old 

Christmas tree or wreaths (natural, not artificial) bring them 

to the picnic shelter. This will be an Epiphany celebration and 

worship. Hot cocoa and refreshments will be served following 

the service. Please come and support our Confirmation class 

as they learn about liturgical traditions and church year.  If 

you have a tree or wreath and cannot make it to the service, 

please drop your tree off during the day. 

 

We certainly appreciate everyone who helped so much by 

participating in our Christmas Services.  We especially 

want to compliment all the children who took part in our 

Christmas Eve Children’s program. 

 

If you have not taken your Poinsettia home yet, please feel 

free to take it along today to enjoy at home.  We are so 

grateful to everyone who gave a poinsettia for our worship 

service this Christmas season!!! 

 

It will soon be time to renew our subscriptions to The 

Lutheran Witness.  We will have to let them know by 

February 1
st
 who wants to renew or cancel their subscription.  

Please let Mary know by January 15
th

 if you want to renew or 

cancel.  The 2015 renewal price is $15.96. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday -   Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday -  Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday - Wilbert Baumann 

Choir Director -  Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild - Joyce Hohlt and Judy 

Allmeroth 

Bell Ringer -   Corey Adams 

Acolytes -    Tyler Kasmann 

     Trent Huellinghoff 

     Ava Monzyk  

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions $3,719.00 

Plate            47.35 

Sunday School          24.73 

Christmas Offering           1.00 

Advent Offerings         35.00 

Thanksgiving Offerings           10.00 

     $3,837.08 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship   17 

                       Sunday Worship      97 
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Christmas Eve Children’s Program 

 

Christmas Eve Offerings - $2,507.00 

Plate -         1,152.50 

Weekly Offering -     1,250.00 

Energy Needs -                     5.00 

Christmas Offering -         55.00 

Mike Kleinheider Memorial -          40.00 

      $5,009.50 

 

Attendance:  126 

 

Christmas Eve 11:00 PM Service 

 

Christmas Eve Offerings -    $175.00 

Christmas Offering -                 10.00 

Weekly Offerings -        115.00 

Advent Offerings -          70.00 

Sunday School -                  20.00        

Plate -            79.00 

         $469.00 

Attendance:  35 

 

Christmas Day Worship 

 

Christmas Offerings -  $1,180.00 

Plate -                  152.00 

Weekly Offerings -                100.00 

Energy Needs -                   20.00 

                   $1,452.00 

 

Attendance:  58 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Sunday -  Worship at New Haven Care Center 1:30 

PM 

Thursday -  New Year’s Day Worship 10:00 AM 

Saturday -  Worship with Holy Communion  

3:00 PM 
 

 

 


