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AS WE GATHER: On Christmas, the grace of God appeared 

bringing salvation for all people in the person of Jesus. The 

angelic proclamation to the shepherds of Bethlehem was 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10–

11). Tonight the children will repeat the glad message of the 

Angels under the theme “Hark The Herald Angels Sing.” A 

blessed Merry Christmas to all. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father of all, on this 

silent, holy night You have given to all people the gift of 

infinite worth, Your only-begotten Son, Jesus. Grant that He 

who was heralded by angels and welcomed by shepherds may 

be born in our hearts by faith, that we may grow in Your 

grace following Him with all humility; through the same 
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Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Processional Hymn: “Oh, Come, Little Children”    

 

Congregation and Children 

 

1. Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all; 

 To Bethlehem haste to the manger so small. 

 God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 

 To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight. 

 

2. He’s born in a stable for you and for me; 

 Draw near by the bright, gleaming starlight to see, 

 In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild, 

 And purer than angels, the heavenly Child. 

 

3. See, Mary and Joseph, with love-beaming eyes, 

 Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies; 

 The shepherds are kneeling with hearts full of love, 

 While angels sing loud alleluias above. 

 

4. Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today, 

 Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they; 

 Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

 And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:14 
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Pastor: For to us a child is born, 

People: to us a son is given; 

 

Pastor: And His name shall be called 

People: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 

Pastor: Everlasting Father, 

People: Prince of Peace. 
 

Pastor: “Glory to God in the highest, 

People: and on earth peace among those with whom He 

is pleased!” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as 

we have known the mysteries of that Light on 

earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys 

in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Responsive Reading 

 

Pastor:  He came as a baby in a manger. 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor:  He came to be our Savior. 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor:  With joy and gladness, 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor:  He comes to us each day in His Word of promise. 
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People:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor:  Let us open our hearts to Him, 

People:  and walk in His ways. 

Pastor:  He will come again to take us to Himself in 

heaven. 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Song: “Little Children, Can You Tell?”                                            

  

The Congregation  

Little children, can you tell,  

Do you know the story well,  

Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy,  

Why the angels sing for joy  

On the Christmas morning? 

 

The Children 

Yes, we know the story well; 

Listen now, and hear us tell,  

Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy,  

Why the angels sing for joy  

On the Christmas morning. 

  

The Message Presented by the Children 
 

The Story of Jesus’ Birth 
 

Action Rhyme: Mary and the Angel 

 

Mary saw the angel.  

First, she was afraid.  

She listened very carefully  

To what the angel said:  

“You will have a baby,  
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Jesus, God’s own Son.  

He will be the Savior  

Sent for everyone.”  

Mary then was happy.  

Are you happy too?  

God, you see, sent Jesus  

Down to earth for you. 

  

SPEAKER 1:  “In those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And 

all went to be registered, each to his own 

town.” 

 

SPEAKER 2:  “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, to 

be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child.” 

 

SPEAKER 3:  “And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the 

inn.”  

 

Song: “Away in a Manger”  All Children 

 

1.  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
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2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

 I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

3.  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

Account of the Angels’ visit to the Shepherds 

 
Speaker 4:   “…in the same region there were shepherds 

out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flocks by night.  And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with 

fear. (Luke 2:8-9)   

 

Speaker 5:    And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all people.  For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a 

sign for you:  you will find a baby wrapped 

in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  
(Luke 2:10-12) 

 

Speaker 6:   And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” ” (Luke 2:13-14)  
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Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                                

 

Congregation and Children 

  

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King; 

 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled!” 

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

 Join the triumph of the skies; 

 With th’ angelic host proclaim, 

 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 Late in time behold Him come, 

 Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

 Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 

 Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

3. Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth. 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
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Speaker 7:   “When the angels went away from them into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.  And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:  15-16) 

 

Speaker 8:  “And when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning 

this child.  And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them.  But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them 

in her heart.” (Luke 2:17-19) 

 

Speaker 9:   “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them.” (Luke 2:20) 

 

Finger Play: See the Baby Jesus 

 

The Youngest Children 

 

See the baby Jesus  

Lying in the hay.  

He came to earth to show His love  

And teach us how to pray.  

See the baby sleeping;  

He came for you and me.  

To save His people from their sin,  

He died to set us free.  

 

Hymn:  “Silent Night” (Congregation and Children) 
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(Lights are dimmed at this time.  Shepherds kneel/sit around 

the manger.  Angels stand around the manger holding electric 

candles.  Congregation receives light for their candles.) 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child 

Holy infant, tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

Shepherds quake, at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven above 

Heavenly, hosts sing Hallelujah. 

Christ the Savior is born, 

Christ the Savior is born. 

(Candles of the congregation are extinguished.) 

 

OFFERING 

 

A Christmas Prayer 

 

ALL:  Father in heaven, thank You for sending us 

Your Son and our Savior, Jesus. Thank You for 

all You have done and continue to do for us in 

His name. For forgiveness of sins, and for joy, 

peace, hope, and all spiritual blessings, we give 
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You thanks. Fill our hearts with love for You 

and for others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Blessing 

 

Pastor:  The Lord bless and keep You in His Christmas 

grace. May the blessing of almighty God, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 

today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Joy to the World 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods 

Rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sound joy 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground 

He comes to make 

His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as the curse is found 
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Far as, far as the curse is found 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders and wonders of His love 

 

Thank you to our Teachers, Education Committee and 

Parents for tonight’s Service: 

 

Preschool   Mary Wesche 

Kindergarten Becky Summers 

1 & 2 grade Bonnie Gardner and LaRayne Brune 

3 & 4 grade Karen Scheer 

5 & 6 grade Margaret Zastrow 

7 & 8 grade Barb Kassebaum 

 

Service Director Julie Hilkerbaumer 

Music Director  Jennifer Huellinghoff 

 

Musicians: 

  

Keyboard  Jennifer Huellinghoff 

   Justine Huellinghoff 

   Jillian Huellinghoff 

   Ethan Roewe 

   Elena Roewe 

Trombone Trent Huellinghoff 

Flute  Paige Thurmann 

 

Education Committee Karen Scheer 

     Karen Sprick 

     Becky Summers 


