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AS WE GATHER: Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world. 

 

Before our Lord appeared in human history, God’s people 

believed that He cared for them. But only today, in Christ, 

can we see the depth of the love in the Father’s heart. He has 

always loved us—from before creation and while we were yet 

sinners. Yet, like His Old Testament people before us, by 

virtue of our fallen nature, we are always running from Him. 

 

But when the Holy Spirit works faith inside our hearts, we are 

then turned around to face our loving Father, who gave His 

only Son, Jesus, the Lamb of God, the Father’s own sacrifice 

for us. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, and show us the Father’s heart! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord Jesus Christ, we 

implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 

our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Colossians 1:15–20; John 14:6–9, alt. 

 

Pastor:  [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. 

People: For by Him all things were created, in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—

all things were created through Him and for 

Him. 

 

Pastor: And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

hold together. 

People: And He is the Head of the Body, the Church. 

 

Pastor: He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

People: that in everything He might be preeminent. 

 

Pastor: For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 

People: and through Him to reconcile to Himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of His cross. 

 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through 

Me. If you had known Me, you would have known 
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My Father also. From now on you do know Him 

and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him, 

People: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 

us.” 

Pastor: “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.” 

 

HYMN “God Loves Me Dearly” AGPS 109 

 

1  God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 

 

Refrain: 

Therefore I'll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 

 

2  I was in slav'ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God's love was working 

To make me free. [Refrain] 

 

3  He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. [Refrain] 

 

4  Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. [Refrain] 

 

5  Now I will praise You, 
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O love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. [Refrain] 

 

PSALM Psalm 103:1–18; antiphon: v.13 

 

Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, 

so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear 

Him. 

 

Pastor: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

People: and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 

Pastor: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

People: and forget not all His benefits, 

 

Pastor: who forgives all your iniquity, 

People: who heals all your diseases, 
 

Pastor: who redeems your life from the pit, 

People: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

 

Pastor: who satisfies you with good 

People: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

Pastor: The LORD works righteousness and justice 

People: for all who are oppressed. 

 

Pastor: He made known His ways to Moses, 

People: His acts to the people of Israel. 
 

Pastor: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

People: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Pastor: He will not always chide, 

People: nor will He keep His anger forever. 
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Pastor: He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

People: nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

Pastor: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

People: so great is His steadfast love toward those who 

fear Him; 

 

Pastor: as far as the east is from the west, 

People: so far does He remove our transgressions from 

us. 

 

Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, 

People: so the LORD shows compassion to those who 

fear Him. 

 

Pastor: For He knows our frame; 

People: He remembers that we are dust. 
 

Pastor: As for man, his days are like grass; 

People: he flourishes like a flower of the field; 

 

Pastor: for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

People: and its place knows it no more. 

 

Pastor: But the steadfast love of the LORD is from 

everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, 

People: and His righteousness to children’s children, 

 

Pastor: to those who keep His covenant 

People: and remember to do His commandments. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Hosea 11:1–4 (God loved 

His people in spite of their running from Him.)  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSE “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” Sts. 1, 

5: LW 452 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:7–19 (God showed His love by sending His 

Son to pay for our sins.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSE “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LW 

352 (sung to TLH 245) 

 

EVENING - CHOIR 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:23–30 (Jesus is God’s own 

sacrificial Lamb who takes our sins away.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

RESPONSE RESPONSE “When All the World Was 

Cursed” LW 187 

 

CATECHISM The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
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Pastor: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

People: I believe that God has made me and all 

creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 

and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 

drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this 

body and life. 

 

He defends me against all danger and guards 

and protects me from all evil. All this He does 

only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all 

this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 

obey Him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

SERIES HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus’ LW 22 

 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us;  

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation,  

Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,  
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Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, come and show us  

What mere mortal eyes can’t see, 

God, our Father and Creator,  

Maker from eternity, 

He who gave us all our members,  

He who made us, ev’ryone. 

Open eyes of faith to see Him.  

Come, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 

 

Born Thy people to deliver;  

Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever,  

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal  

Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit  

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
Text: Sts. 1, 3: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Public domain. St. 2: 

James Pierce, copyright © 2014 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: JEFFERSON, Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835. Public domain. 
 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is 

Sounding” LW 18 (sung to TLH 60) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, 

                   hallowed be Thy name, 
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  Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

 as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, when You walked this 

earth as one of us, You revealed our heavenly 

Father’s true nature; 

People: so now graciously open our hearts and minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that in our life and conduct 

we may show that we abide within the love 

streaming from the Father’s heart. 

 

Pastor: Hear our prayer, Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, 

People: and show us the Father’s heart. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; 

and I pray that You would keep me this day 

also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 

and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
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commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

  

Pastor: Hear our prayer, Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, 

People: and show us the Father’s heart. 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 

You would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 

For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Hear our prayer, Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, 

People: and show us the Father’s heart. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The blessing of almighty God—the Father,  Son, 

and Holy Spirit—be upon you now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Now the Light Has Gone Away” LW 503 

 

EVENING – CHOIR “Now the Light Has Gone Away” 

 

DISMISSAL 
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Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 
Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 


