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AS WE GATHER: “Joy to the world!” is an often-echoed 

refrain in these days of preparation and celebration before 

Christmas. But where is true joy to be found? It is found in 

Christ alone. The coming of Christ as the Savior of the world 

is the ultimate source of joy for our lives, no matter how we 

might be feeling during the weeks of the holiday season. True 

joy is not just for one time of year or for one time of our lives. 

The happiness that we feel in our hearts at any given moment 

may come and go, but the joy that is found in Jesus lasts for 

all of our lives and beyond—into the endless celebration in 

God’s eternal kingdom. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Stir up Your power, O 

Lord, and come to us with Your presence. Restore to us the 

joy of Your salvation and grant us a deep and abiding peace 

for all of our days. By the working of the Holy Spirit, lead us 

to share the joy that is ours without hesitation. Keep us in true 

faith until the coming of Your glorious kingdom, where You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN “Jesus, Your Church with Longing 

Eyes” TLH 64 

Jesus, Your Church with longing eyes 

For Your expected coming waits. 

When will the promised light arise 

And glory beam from heaven’s gates? 

 

E’en now, when tempests round us fall 

And wintry clouds o’ercast the sky, 

Your words with pleasure we recall 

And know that our redemption’s nigh. 

 

Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, 

Our sins forgive, our foes suppress, 

Our rooted enmity subdue, 

And crown Your Gospel with success. 

 

Oh, come and reign o’er ev’ry land; 

Let Satan from his throne be hurled. 

Let nations bow to Your command; 

Let grace revive a dying world. 

 

Teach us in watchfulness and prayer 

To wait for Your appointed hour, 

And fit us by Your grace to share 

The triumphs of Your conqu’ring pow’r. 

 
Text: William H. Bathurst, 1796–1877, abr., alt. Public domain. 

Tune: O JESU CHRISTE, WAHRES LICHT, Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 
1676, alt. Public domain. 

 

INVOCATION 
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Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: O God our Father, since You have set forth the 

way of life for us in Your beloved Son, we confess 

with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our 

failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear 

the cross. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our 

neglect of fellowship and of the Means of Grace, 

our hesitating witness for Christ, our evasion of 

responsibility in Your service, and our imperfect 

stewardship of Your gifts. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 

 

Pastor: Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached 

others through us, that we have been thoughtless in 

our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in 

forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, and 

unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love. Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within us. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of 

our Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and 

may your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

People: Amen. 

 
Confession adapted from “A Service of Prayer and Preaching III,” Worship 

Supplement, © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: Psalm 85:7 
 

People: Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and 

grant us Your salvation. 

 

Women: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for He 

will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but 

let them not turn back to folly. 

 

Men: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear 

Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Women: Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land 

will yield its increase. 

 

Men: Righteousness will go before Him and make His 

footsteps a way. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and 

grant us Your salvation. 
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KYRIE (sung to LW 180) 

 

Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 

Have mercy, Christ, our King. 

Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 

Accept the prayers we bring. 

 
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678–1727. Public domain  

 

HYMN “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” LW 1 

   

Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel, 

        And ransom captive Israel 

        That mourns in lonely exile here 

        Until the Son of God appear. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

        Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with Your spirit.  
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People:  Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (The 

prophet is anointed to preach good news.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit08.mid
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People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL AND VERSE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26 alt.; Luke 

3:4b, 6 

 

People: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 

Women: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 

having salvation. 

 

Men: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 

From the house of the LORD we bless you. 

 

People: Alleluia. Alleluia! Behold I send My messenger 

before Your face, who will prepare Your way 

before You. Alleluia. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (Be joyful and give 

thanks in all circumstances.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR “I’ve Got the Joy” 

 

GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28 (Make straight the way of the 

Lord.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

Pastor: In the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, our 

confession is focused on Jesus, whose coming we 

await. We speak the words of the creed, followed 

by the “What does this mean?” section from the 

Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther. 

 

People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten 

of the Father from all eternity, and also true 

man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 

has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 

person, purchased and won me from all sins, 

from death, and from the power of the devil; 

not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering 

and death, 

 

that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
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just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 

reigns to all eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

SERMON HYMN “O Bride of Christ, Rejoice” LW 20 

 

SERMON  

 

OFFERTORY LW page 175 

  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture 
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to be written for our learning, grant that we may in 

such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

which You have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with Thee and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 

give you peace. 

People:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray to God on behalf of those who are 

ill in body and mind, or soul, those who call out to Him in 

isolation, and all those who seek relief from their various needs, 

especially, Shirley Bourne (hospice), Connie Steibel (hospice), 

[the mother of Dawn Brunkhorst],Wanda Kassebaum, Estelle 

Brunkhorst, and Robert Bunge. We also want to remember, 

Paul Creek, Debbie Donatti, Dorris Bade, Lawrence Pelster, 

who still have cancer concerns. 

 

We also want to remember in our prayers our friends and shut-ins 

of our congregation and community, especially, Wilbert Helling, 

Adeline Keune and Edna Deppermann, Hugo Nething, Helen 

Bode, mother of Margaret Zastrow, who will be moving this 
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Monday to New Haven Care Center, and all those we hold dear 

in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

and all the Pastors and Teachers of our Circuit and Missouri 

Synod, that our Lord Jesus would sustain His Church here and 

around the world with His gracious Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for our Missionaries in foreign countries as well as in 

our own country, that they remain safe and that Your Word 

proclaimed by them will not return void.  We pray especially for 

John Strasen in Botswana, Africa and Robin McCoy and her 

students in Thailand. 

 

We pray for our many cities and towns and the people who dwell 

in them.  We also pray for the community of Ferguson.  We 

ask that those who work for peace and justice may be 

strengthened and those who cause trouble and turmoil may 

repent and change their ways.  Please remember and grant 

wisdom to our elected officials, our President, Vice President, 

Governors of all states, and communities, those who respond to 

emergencies of health, fire, flood and who met the physical and 

emotional needs of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We are 

very glad you are here for worship service on this Third Sunday 

in Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again 

soon!  Please sign the guest register near the front entrance with 

your name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Wednesday Advent Services – This coming Wednesday’s theme 

is “Jesus, the Lamb of God, Shows Us the Father’s Heart”.  This 

Advent series provides three catechetical sermons focusing on the 

First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the explanation by Martin 

Luther as found in the Small Catechism, Each service is based on a 

familiar psalm and one part of Luther’s explanation of the First 

Article.  Though these services are designed to teach the people of 
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God, they have as their focus, the central doctrine of the Christian 

faith – that is, justification by grace through faith. 

To give unity to the entire series, it is structured as three major 

divisions explicating one central Advent theme.  While each 

service is related to the other two, each could be used 

independently of the others.  Service will be held Wednesday 

evening at 7:30 PM.   Please note - there will not be a 10:00 AM 

service. 

 

The Senior Citizens of our congregation want to sincerely 

thank all the youth and families who helped prepare and serve 

the Senior Citizens’ Christmas dinner last Sunday.  Everyone 

did such a wonderful job (including Santa Claus) and we all 

really appreciate it!!!  We all had a great time!!! 

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Worship practice will be this 

Saturday, December 20
th

.  Children of our congregation will be 

presenting a special worship service on Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM.  

The title of the service is “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Children’s Christmas Service”.  Practice times are from 9:30 – 

11:00 AM. 

 

Next Sunday, December 21
st
, we will be Christmas Caroling to 

the shut-ins of our congregation at 1:00 PM.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us! 

 

We have 33 Poinsettias that have been ordered for our Christmas 

services.   This is more than we have ever had before.  They will 

be picked up from Seitter’s Flower Market next Friday or Saurday. 

Please feel free to take your Poinsettia home after the Christmas 

Day Worship service to enjoy at home. 

 

We have an address for Rev. Ray Scheer’s wife, Anne, 

(Lohmeyer) in case you would like to send her a sympathy card or 

Christmas greeting. 

   

Mrs. Anne Scheer 

72 Iris Drive,  

Covington, Louisiana 70433 
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Please pick up your copy of Portals of Prayer.  This booklet is for 

January – March 2015.  These are on the table near the entrance. 

 

Please keep in mind our collection of shoes for the Shoeman 

Water Project.  There is a box in the basement for the shoes.  

Also please donate any used eyeglasses to our MOST Ministry 

collection.  There is a basket on the table near the entrance. 

 
Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday –  Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday -    Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday - Wilbert Baumann 

Mixed Choir -   “I’ve Got the Joy” 

Choir Director -   Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild -   Judy Allmeroth and 

   Joyce Hohlt 

Bell Ringer -   Jeff Hohlt 

Acolytes –   Tyler Kasmann 

   Page Thurmann 

   Cierra Donatti 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions  $1,711.00 

Plate           67.10 

Sunday School           21.25 

Thanksgiving offering           1.00 

Advent offerings                      56.00 

    $1,856.35 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship   22   

                       Sunday Worship    105 

 

Wednesday Advent Services 

Advent Offerings   $173.00 

Weekly Offering       20.00 

Plate         6.00 

   $199.00 

 

Attendance:  Morning Worship   4 

                       Evening Worship   24 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday - Youth Confirmation  4:00 PM 

Wednesday - Advent Service  7:30 PM 

  Confirmation  6:30 PM 

 Choir 7:00 PM 

Saturday - Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal 

  9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 Worship with Holy Communion  3:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas/Advent Activities at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

 

Saturday, December 20 Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal 

   9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 

Wednesday, December 24 Worship Service 7:00 PM 

 

Midweek Advent Service  7:30 PM 

Wednesday, Dec. 17  “Jesus, the Lamb of God, Shows Us the 

                                      Father’s Heart” 

 

Special Gatherings for Congregation and Friends 

Sunday, December 21   Christmas Caroling to shut-ins  1:00 PM 

 

Christmas Divine Services 

Wednesday, Dec. 24   Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 11:00 PM 

Thursday, Dec. 25     Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion   

                                      10:00 AM 

 

Thursday, January 1   New Year’s Day Service  10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


