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AS WE GATHER: Throughout the ages, God has sent 

messengers with special messages for His people. Many 

centuries before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah told of 

how God would comfort His people. The ministry of Jesus 

was announced by the strong spoken messages of John the 

Baptizer in the wilderness. After the ascension of Jesus, 

written messages such as those of Peter, John, Paul, and 

James encouraged the first Christians into ongoing lives of 

faith and witness. Through His Word, the timeless messages 

of God come to us anew each week and in each changing 

season of the Church Year. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Stir up Your power, O 

Lord, and come among us to bring the joy of Your salvation. 

Bid all shadows and darkness in our lives be gone and fill us 

with the glorious rays of eternal light. Keep us faithful to the 

work that You have given us while it is day. Make us always 

ready to share with others around us the hope and the joy we 

have within us. This we ask in the name of Jesus, our bright 

and Morning Star. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LW 

28 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Assured of God’s great mercy, let us confess 

together that we, by our heedless thoughts, 

careless words, and loveless deeds, have sinned 

against our gracious God and deserve His 

punishment now and eternally. 

 

People: Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought 

and in word and in deed. Be merciful to us and 

for the sake of Jesus grant us Your forgiveness 

so that, as Your redeemed people, we may find 

rest in You and with refreshed hearts serve You 

in time and in eternity. 

 

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7 antiphon: Psalm 80:3 
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People: Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we 

may be saved! 

 

Women: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead 

Joseph like a flock! 

 

Men: You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 

forth. 

 

Women: You brought a vine out of Egypt; it took deep root 

and filled the land. 

 

Men: Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, 

that we may be saved! 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we 

may be saved! 

 

KYRIE (sung to LW 180) 

 

Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 

Have mercy, Christ, our King. 

Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 

Accept the prayers we bring. 

 
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678–1727. Public domain 
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HYMN “Christians, While on Earth Abiding” LW 434 

 

Christians, while on earth abiding, 

Let us never cease to pray, 

Firmly in the Lord confiding 

As our parents in their day. 

Be the children’s voices raised 

To the God their parents praised. 

May His blessing, failing never, 

Rest upon His people ever. 

 

Bless us, Father, and protect us 

From all harm in all our ways; 

Patiently, O Lord, direct us 

Safely through these fleeting days. 

Let Your face upon us shine; 

Fill us with Your peace divine. 

Praise the Father, Son, and Spirit! 

Praise Him, all who life inherit! 

 
Text: Johann Olof Wallin, 1779–1839, st. 1, abr.; Jesper Svedberg, 1653–1735, 
st. 2; tr. Hymnal and Order of Service, Rock Island, 1901, alt. Public domain. 

Tune: WERDE MUNTER, Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667. Public domain. 

SALUTATION 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with Your spirit.  
 

Pastor:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way 

of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we 

may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People:  Amen.  

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit08.mid
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11 (Comfort 

for God’s people is proclaimed.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 85 

 

People: LORD, You were favorable to Your land; You 

restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

Women: You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You 

covered all their sin. 

 

Men: You withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from 

Your hot anger. 

 

People: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and 

put away Your indignation toward us! 

 

Women: Will You be angry with us forever? Will You 

prolong Your anger to all generations? 

 

Men: Will You not revive us again, that Your people may 

rejoice in You? 

 

People: Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD; and 

grant us Your salvation. 

 

Women: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for He 

will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but 

let them not turn back to folly. 
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Men: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear 

Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Women: Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness 

and peace kiss each other. 

 

Men: Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and 

righteousness looks down from the sky. 

 

Women: Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land 

will yield its increase. 

 

Men: Righteousness will go before Him and make His 

footsteps a way. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–14 (The day of the Lord will be 

coming.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR “On Jordon’s Bank” 

 

GRADUAL AND VERSE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26 alt.; Luke 

3:4b, 6 

 

People: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 

Women: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 

having salvation. 
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Men: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 

From the house of the LORD we bless you. 

 

People: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make His 

paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 (John the Baptist announces 

the coming of Jesus.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

THE NICENE CREED page 141 

SERMON HYMN “Someone Special” AGPS 217 

 

Someone Special, I know who:  

That Someone, my God, is You! 

Who could make a world like this  

And a heaven full of bliss; 

Someone special I must be,  

Since You made it all for me! 

 

Someone Special, that You are,  

To create the Christmas Star, 

Heralding the Savior’s birth, 

Bringing peace and joy to earth. 

Someone special I must be, 
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Since You made that Star for me! 

 

Someone Special, who would give  

His own Son that all might live, 

And by Him would set us free  

From all sin and misery. 

Someone special I must be,  

Since You gave Your Son for me! 

 

Someone Special, who would send  

His good Spirit for a Friend, 

Faith Creator, Light and Guide,  

Always standing at my side. 

Someone special I must be,  

Since You gave that Gift to me! 

 

Someone Special—God and man,  

You were there when I began, 

You’ll be there when I depart,  

For You live within my heart. 

Someone special—now I see,  

That someone is really me. 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008. Copyright © 1978 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

Tune: EISENBERG, Carl F. Schalk. Copyright © 1978 GIA Publications, Inc. 

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com 1-800-442-1358. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.   

 

SERMON – A presentation by Robin McCoy 

 

DIVINE SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 143 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 “When All the World Was Cursed” LW 187 

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LW 33 
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“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LW 15 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.x 
 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for comfort for the family of 

Rev. Ray Scheer.  Ray passed away this last week in 

Covington, Louisana where they have lived for many years. 

Funeral services will be this Monday, December 8. We pray 

that the Lord would bless his wife, Ann (Lohmeyer) and all 

the family. 

 

We pray to God on behalf of those who are ill in body, mind, 

or soul, those who call out to Him in isolation, and all those 

who seek relief from their various needs, especially, Wanda 

Kassebaum, Shirley Bourne, Estelle Brunkhorst, Peggy 

Voelker and Robert Bunge.  We also rejoice with Donna 

Pohlmann, and Paula Gleitz who are doing much better 

after their surgeries and hospitalization. 

We also want to remember, Lawrence Pelster, Debbie 

Donatti, Dorris Bade and Brenda Bailey who still have 

cancer concerns. 

 

We also want to remember in our prayers our friends and 

shut-ins of our congregation and community, especially Edna 

Deppermann, Adeline Keune, and Wilbert Helling and all 

those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church and all the Pastors and Teachers of our Circuit 

and Missouri Synod, that our Lord Jesus would sustain 

His Church here and around the world with His gracious 

Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for our Missionaries in foreign countries as well as 

in our own country, that they will remain safe and that Your 

Word proclaimed by them will not return void.  We pray 

especially for John Strasen in Botswana, Africa and Robin 

McCoy and her students in Thailand. 

 
We pray for our many cities and towns and the people who 

dwell in them.  We also pray for the community of 

Ferguson.  We ask that those who work for peace and 

justice may be strengthened and those who cause trouble 
and turmoil may repent and change their ways.  Please 

remember and grant wisdom to our elected officials, our 

President, Vice President, Governors of all states, and 

Judges and all those who keep the peace in our 

communities, those who respond to emergencies of health, 

fire, flood and who meet the physical and emotional needs 

of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship service on this 

Second Sunday in Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

We welcome Robin McCoy here at our worship services 

this weekend.  It is so good to see and visit with Robin 

again.  We wish her a Blessed and Merry Christmas and 

safe travels when she returns to Thailand. 

 

Wednesday Advent Services:  This Wednesday’s theme is 

“Jesus, the Bread of Life, Shows Us Our Provider” 

This Advent series provides three catechetical sermons 

focusing on the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the 
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explanation by Martin Luther as found in the Small 

Catechism. Each service is based on a familiar psalm and one 

part of Luther’s explanation of the First Article. Though these 

services are designed to teach the people of God, they have as 

their focus the central doctrine of the Christian faith—that is, 

justification by grace through faith. 

 

To give unity to the entire series, it is structured as three 

major divisions explicating one central Advent theme. While 

each service is related to the other two, each could be used 

independently of the others. Services will be held at 10:00 

AM and 7:30 PM.   

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Worship practice will be this 

Saturday, December 13. Children of our congregation will be 

presenting a special worship Service on Christmas Eve at 

7:00 PM. The title of the service is “Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing Children's Christmas Service”.  We thank our Sunday 

School Teachers and especially Julie Hilkerbaumer for all 

their hard work making this service possible. Practice times 

are from 9:30 – 11:00 AM.  

 

Thank you to all who stayed last Sunday to help decorate our 

Church for the Christmas holidays! 

 

We hope all our Sr. Citizens can join us for our Sr. Citizen’s 

Christmas Dinner today after our worship service.  Our Sr. 

Citizens really appreciate this time! 

 

The ladies of the congregation also really appreciate being 

invited to the Ladies Aid Christmas Party held this last 

Friday.  A good time was had by all!! 

 

There are still several catalogs from Concordia Publishing 

House to be used for possible Christmas gifts.  They are on 

the table near the Church entrance. 
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Also, please pick up your copy of Portals of Prayer.  This 

booklet is for January – March, 2015.  These are on the table 

near the entrance. 

 

Thrivent- In 2015, there will be a change in the way Thrivent 

funds for the Community are handled.  There will no longer 

be a local chapter board.  At this time, the local chapter board 

has to approve the projects to be done for matching funds 

from Thrivent.  In the future, there will be no matching funds 

for projects.  To get funds for projects, the members will 

apply for a $250 Visa credit card on line at 

Thrivent.com,Action Team, for any project they have.  Only 

one card can be received per project.  Each member will be 

eligible for 2 such cards, ie each member will be able to get 

$500 for 2 projects they are interested in.  The money can be 

spent for supplies for the project.  This year we applied for 

cards for the chili dinner, Easter breakfast, VBS, the cancer 

dinner and the Senior Citizen Christmas dinner.  After the 

event is over, there is a short group of questions to answer on 

line about the outcome of the event and what money was used 

for.  That and keeping the receipts is all that is necessary. 

Be thinking of some projects that you may be able to use the 

cards and take advantage of the money to help fund any 

service project, fundraiser, or recognition project you are 

involved in.  Thrivent Choice will remain the same.  Be 

sure to direct your Choice Dollars: don’t loose them! It is 

money that you have control over and can use as your 

donation to Ebenezer or a Lutheran school of your choice.  

Thank you for directing your dollars to Ebenezer in the past.  

It has meant better than $10,000 to Ebenezer in the past 

couple years.  If anyone has any questions, please call or see 

Karen Sprick. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday -  Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday -  Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday - Wilbert Baumann 

Mixed Choir -   “On Jordan’s Bank” 

Choir Director -  Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild -   Judy Allmeroth and  

     Joyce Hohlt 

Bell Ringer -   Paul Kassebaum 

Acolytes -    Paige Thurman 

     Ava Monzyk 

     Danielle Gerding  

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions  $1,145.00 

Plate            34.00 

Sunday School          45.50 

Thanksgiving Contribution     55.00 

Poinsettias            8.00 

     $1,287.50 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship  15 

       Sunday Worship     77 

 

Wednesday Advent Service 

 

Advent offerings   $127.00 

Weekly Contribution     20.00 

Plate           4.00 

     $151.00 

 

Attendance:  Morning Worship   4 

                       Evening Worship   19 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday -  Youth Confirmation  4:00 PM 

Wednesday - Advent Services 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM 

   Confirmation  6:30 PM 

   Choir  7:00 PM 

Thursday - Bible Study  10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Saturday - Children’s Christmas Service 

   Rehearsal  9:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

   Worship  3:00 PM 

   Dining hall reserved 

 

Please keep in mind our collection of shoes for the 

Shoeman Water Project.  There is a box in the basement 

for the shoes.  Also please donate any used eyeglasses to 

our MOST ministry collection.  There is a basket on the 

table near the entrance.  

 

  

 



 

16 

 

Christmas/ Advent Activities at Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church 

 

Children’s Christmas Worship “Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing Children's Christmas Service” 

 

Saturday, Dec. 13  Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal 

9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 

Saturday, Dec. 20 Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal 

9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 

Wednesday, Dec 24  Worship Service 7:00 PM 

 

Midweek Advent Services 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 10 “Jesus, the Bread of Life, Shows Us 

Our Provider” 

Wednesday, Dec. 17 “Jesus, the Lamb of God, Shows Us the 

Father’s   Heart”  

 

Special Dinners and Gatherings for Congregation and 

Friends 

 

Sunday, December 7 Senior Dinner 12:00 PM 

Sunday, December 21 Christmas Caroling to shut-ins 

1:00 PM 

 

Christmas Divine Services 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 Candlelight Service with Holy 

Communion 11:00PM 

Thursday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service with Holy 

Communion 10:00 AM 

Thursday, January 1 New Year’s Day Service 10:00 AM 

 


