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Sermon for the 18th Sunday 
after Pentecost   

 

Come! The Wedding Feast is Ready! 

What does the parable mean in our text for today?  

This first part is a prophecy and warning for the Jews. You 
must remember that the Old Testament is the great story of 
a covenant between God and the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob (also called Israel) to be God 's chosen 
people, a people distinct from other peoples, from among 
them the Messiah would come, the Savior of the world. 
Many times the people of Israel, later known as the Jews, 
were not faithful to this covenant, but God was always 
faithful. According to His promise to Abraham, his 
descendants became a great nation, as numerous as the 
stars in the sky. According to his promise to King David, the 
Messiah was born of the lineage of David. 

Text: Matthew 22:1-14 
Then he (the king) called his 
servants and said to them, ‘My 
wedding feast is ready, but the 
people I invited did not 
deserve it. Now go to the main 
streets and invite to the feast 
as many people as you can 
find. So the servants went into 
the streets and gathered all 
the people they could find, 
good and bad alike; and the 
wedding hall was filled with 
people (verses 8-10). 
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However, often the people did not like the words of the 
prophets, God's servants who proclaimed the messianic 
prophecies, and killed them. Even though the promised 
Messiah came first to the Jews, most of them rejected him 
and killed him.  

The wedding party symbolizes the kingdom of God. The first 
invitation was issued to the chosen people of the Old 
Testament, the nation of the Jews. The prophets came to 
them in increasing numbers with increasing clarity of the 
message. Then came John the Baptist, Christ himself, the 
apostles, with the urgent call to repentance and salvation. 
But the response was indifference, hatred, blasphemy, and 
murder. Then God's patience ran out, and then His judgment 
was executed upon Jerusalem and the nation. The Romans 
under Vespasian and Titus besieged the capital and 
destroyed both the Temple and the city in AD 70. There is a 
warning for us too, we should not rely on the faith of our 
fathers as a guarantee of salvation, and we must repent of 
our sins and seek first the kingdom of God before the Day of 
Judgment.  

Who are we? "Then he said to his servants, the wedding is 
ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye 
therefore into the highways, and bid to the marriage feast, as 
ye shall find. So those servants went out into the highways, 
and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and 
well: and the wedding was furnished with guests." 

We are not the first invited of the blood of Abraham, but by 
the grace of God, we are the spiritual descendants of 
Abraham, heirs of all the promises of the love and mercy of 
God because of Jesus Christ. We are the new people of 
Israel, are the church. 
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What is the church? The word means "assembly", but we are 
more than an assembly. We are a fellowship, the 
communion of saints, as we confess in the Creed.  

The church is the total number of those who believe in Jesus 
Christ. Only believers are members of the true church. It is a 
spiritual body, whose only head is Christ. But, what does " 
gathered together all they found, both bad and good "? If 
only believers are members of the true church, why the Lord 
speaks of the good and the bad together?  

First point. We are holy by the righteousness of Christ, who 
paid the price for our sins on the cross, not by our own 
merits. We received the new life in the water of baptism, but 
always struggle against old nature until the end of this 
earthly life. We are saints and sinners at the same time until 
the resurrection from physical death to eternal life.  

There is more. As a spiritual body, the true church is 
invisible. Only God knows the limits of the true church, 
because only God knows the innermost secrets of the 
human heart. He knows all his sheep, by faith in their hearts. 

We also speak of the visible church, which is the total 
number of those who profess the Christian faith and gather 
to hear the Word of God. The visible church is found 
wherever the Word of God is preached in its purity and the 
sacraments are administered according to Christ 's 
command. But look, where the visible church is, there are 
always true Christians, but also always false Christians 
always false, or hypocrites. 

Well, when we talk about false Christians, we are not talking 
about weak Christians, i.e. those who do not always 
perfectly practice the faith they profess. In this sense, all 
Christians are hypocrites or weak. Every day we fell into sin 
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and must repent of our sins and receive us the forgiveness 
of God and our neighbor. We confess every Sunday that we 
have not loved God with our entire whole heart and we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

However, always among us are those who have the 
appearance of Christians, but do not have faith in their 
hearts. In their hearts they have not repented of their sins 
and believe in Christ as Lord and Savior. Now, as a pastor, I 
have the responsibility to proclaim God 's Law to baptized 
and confirmed members of the church who live in sin publicly 
and openly, as the prophets rebuked the unfaithful people in 
the Old Testament. Maybe these people must be excluded 
from the sacrament until their confession and reaffirmation of 
faith. 

But, there are instances when there is no external evidence 
of the lack of faith. There are people who have no sincere 
faith, but avoid open sin in word and deed. What motivates 
this type of person? Many times in their hearts they think, " 
I'm not sure of the truth of the doctrine of the church, but all 
my family and friends are members of the church, and I do 
not want to lose their friendship. " In general, this type of 
person does not remain long in the church. In difficult times, 
such as in periods of persecution, they leave. 

There are others who do not have secret doubts. They 
believe in something, but really believe in their own 
righteousness. They believe their sins are not so bad, so 
they do not absolutely trust in Christ as Savior. These are 
the true hypocrites. 

As I told you, only God knows the innermost secrets of the 
heart. I am not the infallible Judge. It is my duty to accept the 
confession of all who profess repentance of their sins and 
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seem willing to amend their lives. However, this parable is 
also a warning that no one can deceive God. 

" And when the king came to see the guests, he saw there a 
man not dressed for the wedding. And he said, 'Friend, how 
camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? But he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, Bind his 
hands and feet take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For 
many are called, but few chosen. " 

In the culture of the time, if a guest did not have the money 
to buy new clothes for the wedding, the host bought him a 
new suit. So it was a great lack of respect for this man to 
appear in the wedding party without the appropriate wedding 
garment. 

For us, the wedding garment is the righteousness of Christ. 
We are justified by faith alone. We should always seek to be 
and remain members of the invisible church, the body of 
Christ through sincere faith in Christ as Lord and Savior. We 
must be faithful to the visible church that professes and 
teaches all biblical doctrine in pure form, and administers the 
sacraments according to Christ's institution. We must avoid 
false teachers and organizations that promote a religion 
contrary to the Word of God. We can trust the promise of 
eternal life we receive in baptism, as we receive forgiveness 
and absolution in the sacrament. For us, the presence of 
false Christians, together with sincere believers in external 
communion known as the visible church, does not affect our 
faith. 

But when the king comes, there will be the moment of truth. 
He has provided through His Son Jesus Christ, the wedding 
garment of immaculate purity righteousness for all sinners 
whom He has invited to the feast. His mercy and grace are 
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really free to all men, but one can not partake of the feast 
without first accepting this festive garment to cover the dirt 
and the nakedness of their sin. He will expose the deception, 
if not before, and then at the great Day of Judgment. And the 
insult to the love of God will be punished appropriately when 
every person who puts his trust in his own merit and works 
will be thrown into the dungeons of hell with its everlasting 
torment. That is the punishment for those who received the 
invitation through baptism, the Lord's Supper, the preaching 
of the Gospel and absolution, but still did not believe. 


