
 1 

Sermon for the 16th Sunday 
after Pentecost   

 

The Image of Christ In Us 
Today's sermon is an adaptation of a sermon by Dr. Martin 
Luther.  

Here in our Epistle Paul again presents to us as a powerful 
example of the celestial and eternal fire, the love of Christ, 
for the purpose of persuading us to exercise a loving 
concern for one another.  The apostle employs fine words 
and precious admonitions, having perceived the laziness 
and negligence displayed by Christians in this matter of 
loving. 

We are supposed to actively look out for others, not merely 
hold a mushy feeling in our heart that sits there doing 

Text: Philippians 4:1-4 
 
Therefore if you have any 

encouragement from being united 

with Christ, if any comfort from 

his love, if any common sharing 

in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 
2 
then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, 

having the same love, being one 

in spirit and of one mind. 
3 
Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, in humility 

value others above yourselves, 
4 
not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others. 
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nothing.  We are to be like-minded in all areas of doctrine, 
and like-minded in our resolve to do good.  We are to be one 
in spirit with all the saints around us, rather than only one in 
spirit with a close circle of friends.  But we too often fail.  We 
safeguard our pride.  We flee from anything that might 
humiliate us.  We associate only with those who make us 
feel good.  And so we divide up the body of Christ into 
splinters, rather than unite around the Truth of God's Word. 

For this the flesh is responsible.  The flesh continually resists 
the willing spirit, seeking its own interest and causing sects 
and factions. 

If Christ, who was true God by nature, has humbled himself 
to become slave of all, how much more should such action 
befit us who are of no worth, and are by nature children of 
sin, death and the devil! Were we similarly to humble 
ourselves, and even to go beyond Christ in humility -- a 
thing, however, impossible -- we should do nothing 
extraordinary. Our humility would still reek of sin in 
comparison with His. Suppose Christ was to humble Himself 
in the least degree -- but a hair's breadth, so to speak -- 
below the most exalted angels; and suppose we were to 
humble ourselves to a position a thousand times more 
abased than that of the devils in hell; yet our humility would 
not compare in the least with that of Christ. For He is an 
infinite blessing -- God Himself -- and we are but miserable 
creatures whose existence and life are not for one moment 
secure. 

What terrible judgment must come upon those who fail to 
imitate the incomprehensible example of Christ, and who do 
not humble themselves below their neighbors and serve 
them, but rather exalt themselves above them!  Indeed, the 
example of Christ may well terrify the exalted, and those 
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high in authority; and still more the self-exalted.  Who would 
not shrink from occupying the uppermost seat and from 
lording it over others when he sees the Son of God humble 
Himself and make Himself nothing? 

From all eternity, from before the beginning of time, Christ 
was in the form of God; that is, both the essence and the 
bearing of Deity were His.  He did not assume the divine 
form as He did that of a slave.  He was, I repeat it; He was in 
the form of God.  The little word "was" expresses that divinity 
was His both in essence and form. 

Many assume and display an appearance of divinity, but are 
not themselves actually divine; the devil, for instance, and 
Antichrist and Adam's children (for we also pridefully exalt 
ourselves in our own hearts with such divine attributes as 
infallibility and righteousness and wisdom).  This is 
sacrilege- the assumption of divinity by an act of robbery.  
Although the offender does not look upon such conduct as 
robbery, it is none the less robbing divine honor, and is so 
regarded by God and angels and saints, and even by his 
own conscience.  But Christ, who had not come by divinity 
through taking possession of it for Himself, but was divine by 
nature according to His very essence, did not deem His 
divinity a thing He had grasped; nor could He, knowing 
divinity to be His very birthright, and holding it as His own 
natural possession from eternity. 

Unquestionably, then, Paul proclaims Christ true God.  Had 
He been mere man, what would have been the occasion for 
saying that He became like a man and was found in the 
fashion of other men?  And that He assumed the form of a 
slave though He was in form divine?  Where would be the 
sense in my saying to you, "You are like a man, and are 
made in the fashion of a man..."?  You would think I was 
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mocking you, and might appropriately reply: "I am glad you 
regard me as a man; I was wondering if I were an ox or a 
wolf.  Are you mad or foolish?" Would not that be the natural 
response to such a foolish statement?  Now, because Paul 
was not foolish, nor being guilty of foolish speech, therefore 
there truly must have been something exalted and divine 
about Christ. 

"And being found in fashion as a man," He followed the 
customs and habits of men, eating and drinking, sleeping 
and waking, walking and standing, hungering and thirsting, 
enduring cold and heat, knowing labor and weariness, 
needing clothing and shelter, feeling the necessity of prayer, 
and having the same experience as any other man in His 
relation to God and the world. - He had power to avoid these 
conditions; as God He might have behaved and carried 
Himself quite differently.  But in becoming man, He lived as a 
human being, and He accepted the necessities of ordinary 
mortals. 

In addition to manifesting the form of a slave in becoming 
man and living as an ordinary human being, "He humbled 
himself," or debased himself.  He went farther and made 
Himself lower than any man.  He abased himself to serve all 
men with the supreme service -- the gift of His life in our 
behalf. 

He not only made Himself subject to men, but also to sin, 
death and the devil, and bore it all for us.  He accepted the 
most disgraceful and shameful death, the death on the 
cross, dying not as a man but as a worm; yes, as an arch-
villain, a villain above all villains, in that He lost even what 
favor, recognition and honor were due to the assumed form 
of a slave in which He had revealed Himself, and perished 
altogether. 
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All this Christ surely did not do because we were worthy of it.  
Who could be worthy of such service from such a one?  
Obedience to the Father moved Him.  Here Paul with one 
word unlocks heaven and permits us look into the 
unfathomable abyss of divine majesty and behold the 
indescribable love of the Fatherly heart toward us -- His 
gracious will for us.  He shows us how from eternity it has 
been God's pleasure that Christ, the glorious one who has 
wrought all this, should do it for us.  What human heart 
would not melt at the joy-inspiring thought?  Who would not 
love, praise and thank God and in return for his goodness, 
not only be ready to serve the world, but gladly to embrace 
the extremity of humility?  Who would not so do when he is 
aware that God Himself has such precious regard for him, 
and points to the obedience of His Son as the pouring out 
and evidence of his Fatherly will. 

As Christ was cast to the lowest depths and subjected to all 
devils, in obeying God and serving us, so has God exalted 
Him Lord over all angels and creatures, and over death and 
hell.  Christ now has completely removed from Himself the 
form of a slave -- laid it aside.  Henceforth He exists in the 
divine form, glorified, proclaimed, confessed, honored and 
recognized as God. 

While it is not completely apparent to us that "all things are 
put in subjection" to Christ, as Paul says, the trouble is 
merely with our perception of the fact.  It is true that Christ is 
thus exalted in person and seated on high in the fullness of 
power and might, executing everywhere His will; though few 
believe the order of events is for the sake of Christ.  Freely 
the events order themselves, and the Lord sits enthroned 
free from all restrictions.  But our eyes are as yet blinded.  
We do not perceive Him there nor recognize that all things 
obey His will.  The last day, however, will reveal it.  Then we 
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shall comprehend present mysteries; how Christ laid aside 
His divine form, was made man, and so on; how He also laid 
aside the form of a slave and resumed the divine likeness; 
how as God He appeared in glory; and how He is now Lord 
of life and death, and the King of Glory. 

In His Name alone, at which all knees shall bow and all 
tongues confess.  Amen. 


