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Sermon	  for	  Holy	  Cross	  
Sunday	  	  	  

 

Dying	  to	  Live 

The very first promise of the Gospel in all of history called 
the coming Savior, "the Seed of woman."  Likewise, God 
promised Abraham that in his Seed all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed. 
 
This Seed was born in the fullness of time in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary.  Yet, to be born was not enough.  If He had only 
been born, then we would still be in our sins. 
 
Seeds are wonderful things.  They are not complete in and 
of themselves.  A seed by itself seems nothing more than a 

Text: John 12:24 
 
"Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains a single 
seed.  But if it dies, it 
produces many seeds." 
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pebble - a dead stone.  It has great potential, but so long as 
it remains only a seed, it does not realize its potential. 
 
If it is planted in the earth, then it creates new life.  The seed 
must die to itself.  It must cease to be a seed in order that it 
may sprout and grow and become a shoot, growing into a 
life-giving vine or tree. 
 
Christ, the Seed, was willing to die, and to be planted in the 
grave.  He did it willingly, so that He could become the life-
giving Vine from which we all receive life.  The great glory of 
the Son of God was in His death and burial and resurrection, 
by which we are alive. 
 
In our Gospel Reading, Christ the Seed of woman paused 
just before His Passion.  He knew the suffering He would 
face.  He had to know in advance what His death would be 
like, so that He could willingly choose that death. 
 
What humility our Savior showed!  Even with the Cross 
before His eyes, He does not ask His Father for His own 
comfort and safety, but asks only that His Father's Name 
would be glorified.  The Father answers from heaven that 
His Name will indeed be glorified, because the great glory of 
His love is the Cross. 
 
But why the Cross?  Why does the Seed have to die?  Why 
must we pass through Good Friday in order to reach Easter?  
We would have liked it very much if there was no Cross, and 
Jesus had simply lived a nice, peaceful life, and then 



 3 

ascended to His Father, instead of dying a bloody, shameful, 
ugly death. 
 
But the Seed had to die.  For that very reason He came.  
The Seed died to drive out the prince of this world, and to 
draw all men to Himself. 
 
In the Garden of Eden, the serpent gained a foothold in this 
world.  Since Man listened to the serpent instead of God, 
then Man's allegiance had been transferred to Satan.  The 
serpent became the prince of this world. 
 
So a price had to be paid, in order to free us from the 
tyranny of Satan.  Violence had to be done.  There was no 
peaceful solution.  But our loving Father saw that the price 
and penalty and wrath did not fall upon our rebellious heads, 
but upon Christ His own Son. 
 
To draw all men to Himself, Christ had to destroy the power 
that sin held over us.  Both sin and death had to be 
conquered upon the Cross.  Christ took all our sinfulness, all 
our disobedience, our wickedness, our rebellion and 
trespasses.  All our selfishness and pride that refused to fear 
and trust God had to be dealt with on the Cross. 
 
There, God executed judgment upon this world of sinners.  
He did this by condemning His own Son.  When Christ hung 
upon the Cross, He was the representative of the whole 
sinful world.  Therefore, the torment of hell inflicted upon 
Christ was the justice for all of the sins of all mankind. 
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In that same justice of the Cross, we are declared "not 
guilty."  Our sins and their punishment were transferred to 
Christ.  Christ drew our sins to Himself on the Cross, so that 
He could draw us into eternal life with Him. 
 
The Seed had to die because we are sinners.  A horrific 
price was paid in the death of the Son of God.  Yet He came 
for that very purpose. 
 
More than that: By His Cross, we have become seeds like 
Him.  In Galatians chapter three, Saint Paul says that the 
Seed of Abraham is Christ.  But Paul also says that if we 
belong to Christ, then we are Abraham's seed.  We are 
united to Christ through Baptism so closely that we share in 
His nature. 
 
As Christ the Seed had to die, so we also have to die.  We 
die to sin.  We put to death our sinful nature.  As He bore the 
Cross, so we bear a cross in this life.  Our lives have 
become living sacrifices. 
 
We continually die to our sinful nature.  We are unclean, so 
we hate that uncleanness.  We fight against it tooth and nail, 
against ourselves and our own evil desires.  We lose that 
fight many times, when temptation gets the better of us.  But 
we hate our failures and the sins that fill our life.  We 
renounce our own flesh, and we renounce any goodness in 
us.  We trust only in Christ and His righteousness. 
 
The world wants us to believe in ourselves, and to believe 
that we are basically good.  If we listen to the world, and 
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trust in our own righteousness instead of the Cross, then we 
would love our own life, and we would lose it. 
 
To love our life is also to make our own comfort more 
important than Christ.  The serpent who slithered in Eden 
also tries to slither between us and the Cross, to cut us off.  
He will threaten us with trials and pain.  He will threaten us 
with death.  Tribulation drives some people out of the 
Church. 
 
But we cling to the Cross as our only true comfort, whatever 
tribulations come.  We hate our lives, because the Cross has 
become our life instead. 
 
The same serpent that whispered to Eve tells us that if only 
we let go of that heavy, ugly cross, then we will have peace 
and comfort.  And he is right, sort of.  With the grace of God 
comes tribulation.  To sit at the foot of the Cross is to carry 
our own Cross.  If we reject Christ, our life may seem easier.  
That much is true. 
 
But we are not in this life for ease and comfort.  We are 
seeds.  We are dying to ourselves, so that we can spring up 
again to new life at the Resurrection.  What is this earthly life 
to us?  We have eternal life in Christ.  Let all else pass away.  
We will have joy that never ends. 
 
As seeds, we also produce more seeds.  Through us, others 
are brought to Christ.  Notice how Philip and Andrew did it.  
They did not give a dynamic, powerful witness.  They did not 
try to attract or persuade people into the Church.  It is Christ 
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who draws all men to Himself.  We do not draw anyone, 
except in this way: We bring people to Christ, by confessing 
Him in His Word.  The Word is also called "seed" by Christ in 
the Parable of the Sower.  In the Word, Jesus draws people 
to Himself.  We do not have the power in us to convert 
anyone by any persuasive technique we may use.  The only 
persuasion that works is the Holy Spirit's renewal and rebirth 
that He gives freely in the Gospel, both in Water and the 
Word. 
 
So we do not have to use eloquent speech.  We speak 
simply of Christ and the Cross.  We speak of the Seed who 
has died, and who has brought life to mankind.  Even in our 
faltering, stammering speech, the powerful Seed is being 
planted in human hearts. 
 
May we be faithful witnesses to Christ, even to death, as He 
first gave Himself for us.  To Him alone be glory, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


