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AS WE GATHER: Holy Cross Day has been celebrated 

since September 14, 335AD, the date on which the Church of 

the Holy Sepulcher was dedicated. Unlike the somberness as 

we remember the cross on Good Friday, Holy Cross Day is 

much more celebratory and emphasizes the victory over sin, 

death, and Satan that was accomplished once and for all when 

Jesus was lifted up on the cross. While the world largely still 

sees the cross of Christ as a stumbling block or as folly, today 

is the day we celebrate the cross of Christ as the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. In the cross, the power of sin in 

our lives is overcome by the self-sacrificing love of God in 

Jesus. In the cross we witness the fulfillment of God’s 

promise to redeem the world–the wisdom of His plan of 

salvation. All of this is for us! So today we lift high the cross! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: God our Father, You show 

Your glory in strange and mysterious ways, chief of which is 

by the death of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, on the cross. 

Help us to see in the cross of Jesus the redemption of our 

lives and hope for us and all sinners that our lives may reflect 

Christ’s self-sacrificing love; who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

  

DIVINE SERVICE  
HYMN “Lift High the Cross” LW 311 

  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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INVOCATION 

  

Pastor:       In the name of the father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:      Amen. 

  

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 40:4, 5 

 

Pastor: Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, 

People: who does not turn to the proud, to those who go 

astray after a lie! 

Pastor: You have multiplied, O LORD my God, Your 

wondrous deeds and Your thoughts toward us; 

People: none can compare with You! 

Pastor: I will proclaim and tell of them, 

People: yet they are more than can be told. 

 

 CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 40:11–13 
 

Pastor: As for You, O LORD, You will not restrain Your 

mercy from me; 

People: Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness will 

ever preserve me! 

Pastor: For evils have encompassed me beyond number; 

People: my iniquities have overtaken me, and I cannot 

see; 

Pastor: they are more than the hairs of my head; my heart 

fails me. 

People: Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me! O LORD, 

make haste to help me! 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
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your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 

  
PSALM Psalm 40:1–11 

 

Pastor: I waited patiently for the LORD; He inclined to me 

and heard my cry. 

People: He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out 

of the miry bog, 

Pastor: and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps 

secure. 

People: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of 

praise to our God. 

Pastor: Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the 

LORD. 

People: Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his 

trust, 

Pastor: who does not turn to the proud, to those who go 

astray after a lie! 

People: You have multiplied, O LORD my God, Your 

wondrous deeds and Your thoughts toward us; 

Pastor: none can compare with You! 

People: I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are 

more than can be told. 

Pastor: In sacrifice and offering You have not delighted, 

but You have given me an open ear. 

People: Burnt offering and sin offering You have not 

required. 

Pastor: Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of 

the book it is written of me: 

People: I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your law 

is within my heart.” 

Pastor: I have told the glad news of deliverance in the 

great congregation; 
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People: behold, I have not restrained my lips, as You 

know, O LORD. 

Pastor: I have not hidden Your deliverance within my 

heart; 

People: I have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your 

salvation; 

Pastor: I have not concealed Your steadfast love and Your 

faithfulness from the great congregation. 

People: As for You, O LORD, You will not restrain Your 

mercy from me; 

Pastor: Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness will ever 

preserve me! 

 

KYRIE 
  

Pastor:       From a place of peace, we pray for mercy. 

People:     Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:       Upon us, our loved ones, and all who are far from  

  God.  

 People:    Lord, have mercy. 

 Pastor:     Upon the preaching of the cross of Christ to every  

                 creature. 

People:    Lord, have mercy. 

  

Pastor:      Help, save, and deliver all who cry to You for help,  

                 good Lord.     

People:    Amen. 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast” 

 

Refrain: 

 

    This is the feast of victory for our God. 

    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God? (Refrain) 

 

Power, riches and wisdom and strength, 

And honor and blessing and glory are his. (Refrain) 

 

Sing with all the people of God 

And join in the hymn of all creation.  

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain) 

 

For the Lamb who was slain 

has begun his reign. Alleluia. (Refrain)  

  

SALUTATION 

  

Pastor:            The Lord be with you. 

People:           And also with you. 
  

Pastor:            Let us pray.  

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor:  Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted 

high upon the cross that He might bear the sins of 

the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant 

that we who glory in His death for our redemption 

may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and 

follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:    Amen. 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4–9 (The 

Bronze Serpent) 
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Pastor:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
   

HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LW 115   

 

1.  When I survey the wondrous cross 

         On which the Prince of glory died, 

         My richest gain I count but loss 

         And pour contempt on all my pride. 

         

2.  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

         Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

         All the vain things that harm me most, 

         I sacrifice them to His blood. 

         

3.  See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 

         Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

         Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 

         Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

         

4.  Were the whole realm of nature mine 

         That were a tribute far too small; 

         Love so amazing, so divine, 

         Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 (The Foolishness of the 

Cross) 

   

Pastor:            This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:           Thanks be to God. 
  

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 49:22a; John 3:14b–15 

 

Pastor: “Behold, I will lift up My hand to the nations, 
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People: and raise My signal to the peoples,” says the 

Lord. 

Pastor: So must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

People: that whoever believes in Him may have eternal 

life. 

  
HOLY GOSPEL John 12:20–33 (The Son of Man Must be 

Lifted Up) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

THE APOSTEL’S CREED  

  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty. From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
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sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LW 

101 

  

SERMON   

 

CATECHISM Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article 

 

All: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from all eternity, and also true man, born of 

the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, 

a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 

me from all sins, from death, and from the power of 

the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He 

is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

  

OFFERING 

  

OFFERTORY LW page 175 

  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” LW 

356  

 

1.     Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blest 

        With healing gifts for souls distrest, 

        To find in Thee my life, my rest, 

        Christ Crucified, I come. 

 

2.     Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 

        Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 

        Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, 

        Christ Crucified, I come.  

 

THE CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Father, in this Divine 

Service, we again have received the forgiveness of 

our sins won for us by the cross of Jesus. 

Empower us by the Holy Spirit to take up our 

cross and follow our Lord Jesus Christ in giving 

our lives for the sake of others. We pray this in the 

name of our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

People:    Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, 

People: but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and + give 

you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People:   Amen, Amen, Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast 

Blessed” LW 356  

 

3. Wash me and take away each stain; 

    Let nothing of my sin remain. 

    For cleansing, though it be through pain, 

    Christ Crucified, I come. 

 

4. And then for work to do for Thee, 

    Which shall so sweet a service be 

    That angels well might envy me, 

    Christ Crucified, I come. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 3. Copyright © 2014 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for the many of our congregation 

and community who are near and dear to us who call out to our 

heavenly Father in their various needs, especially Phil Hubenthal, 

who is recovering from his stroke; Shirley Bourne, who has been 
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having health problems; Sonny Helling, brother of Pat 

Kappelmann, who has severe heart problems; Paula Gleitz, as she 

still recovers from a serious car accident; Michael Kleinheider, 

Lawrence Pelster, Debbie Donatti, Brenda Bailey, and Ken 

Skornia, as they still have some cancer concerns. 

 

We also remember in our prayers our friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and community, especially, Adeline Keune, 

Dalphrine Deppermann, Hulda Althage, Edna Deppermann, 

Wilbert Helling and his wife Sharon in Arizona, and all those 

we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for the Missionaries in foreign countries as well as in 

our own country, that Your Word proclaimed by them will not 

return empty; we pray especially for  John Strasen in Botswana, 

Africa and Robin McCoy, who will be coming back to this area 

with two of her students/friends from Thailand for a visit. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

and all the Pastors of our Missouri Synod.  Grant them insight 

that they may rightly and faithfully speak both Law and Gospel for 

the good of all Your people. 

 

We pray for our cities and towns – those who govern them and 

the people who dwell in them.  We ask that those who work for 

peace and justice may be strengthened and those who cause 

turmoil and injustice may repent.  Please remember and grant 

wisdom to our elected officials, especially our President, Vice 

President, Governors of all our States, and Judges and all 

those who keep peace in our communities, respond to 

emergencies of health, fire, flood and who meet the physical 

and emotional needs of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We are 

very glad you are here for our worship services on this 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Holy Cross Sunday.  May 

the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our worship 

services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please 
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sign the guest register near the front entrance with your name, 

address, and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

The flowers on our altar today are placed by Pat Cardwell, 

Phil Reeves, and Vern and Elizabeth Keune in celebration of 

their mother, Adeline Keune’s,  93
rd

 Birthday! 

 

Please come to our Bible Study on Thursdays at 10:00 AM or 

7:00 PM.  This Bible Study is THE GREAT DECEIVER and is 

a four-session Men’s NetWork Bible study that examines the 

most perverse character in Scripture:  Satan.  This study is 

open to all members and friends of Ebenezer and is suitable for 

youth on up. 

 

A Note of Appreciation – “Thank you to everyone who brought 

food to our dad’s funeral or helped out in any way.  We 

sincerely appreciate your help and thoughtfulness”. 

                                            The Huxel Family 

 

Some good news – The paper dumpster has finally been replaced.  

We are sorry it took so long. 

 

Dr. Tim Elmore, nationally recognized speaker and author, will 

be speaking at Immanuel on September 18 & 19.  Please see the 

flyer on the bulletin board. 

 

Beaufort Lions’ Annual Chicken Dinner will be held today.  
The dinner will be held at the Beaufort Lions Hall at 2041 00 

Lutheran Church Road.  Serving will be from 11:00 AM to 4:00 

PM.  The cost will be $8.00 for adults, children – 6 -12 $5.00, 

children 5 and under, free.  The menu will be fried chicken, 

mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, green beans, slaw, biscuits, 

dessert, and drinks. 

 

The Mission Society cookie sale will be next Sunday, 

September 21
st
 after the 10:00 AM service.  The proceeds will 

go to Orphan Grain Train to purchase solar ovens.  Cookies 

will be $4.00 per dozen.  Donation of cookies will also be 
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welcome!  More information about the solar ovens can be 

found in the September Newsletter! 

 

Our Mixed Choir will practice again this coming Wednesday, 

September 17
th

 at 7:00 PM.  All are welcome to join!! 

 

Thrivent Financial will have a Potluck Dinner here at Ebenezer 

on Sunday, September 28
th

.  The menu is still being worked out, 

so please feel free to bring any dish you’d like to bring! 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday –   Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday -  Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday -  Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild -   Marilyn Bade and Bonnie 

       Gardner 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions - $1,439.00 

Plate -           74.75 

Sunday School -                   21.85 

      $1,535.60 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship    22 

                       Sunday Worship       77 

 

Sunday School:    Children   13 

                               Adults       17 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday - Confirmation 6:00 PM 

   Mixed Choir Practice 7:00 – 8:00 PM 

Thursday -  Bible Study 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Saturday -  Worship with Holy Communion 5:00 PM 
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Please keep in mind the on-going collection of shoes for the 

Shoeman Water Project.  There is a collection box in the 

Church basement.   Thank you! 

 

We are also collecting items for the Leslie Food Pantry.  There 

is a container on the table in the back of Church for these 

items. 

 

It’s not too late to donate your eyeglasses to the MOST 

Ministries.  Please put them in the container on the table near 

the back of Church.   Thank you!! 

 

 

 


