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AS WE GATHER: Jesus invites anyone who would come 

after Him to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow 

Him. This invitation is at once as simple as justification by 

grace alone through faith alone for Christ’s sake alone and as 

all-of-life-encompassing as is comprehended in that 

theological declaration. The life of following Jesus includes 

genuine love and service both to the Lord and to other 

people—even when those people may be considered enemies. 

As the prophet Jeremiah discovered, God’s message to His 

human creatures may be an unpopular one, yet Jesus promises 

that anyone who loses their life for His sake will find it. 

  

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Suffering God, Your Son 

willingly humbled Himself to a life of service unto death on 

the cross for our salvation. Grant that the preaching of His 

cross may go forth in all the world and that where suffering 

and persecution arises, Your goodness and mercy may 

overcome all the evil of mankind; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.  

  

DIVINE SERVICE  

HYMN “Come, O Almighty King” LW 169 

  

INVOCATION 

  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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Pastor:        In the name of the father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:       Amen. 
  

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 26:8, 12; Jeremiah 15:16 

  

Pastor:            O LORD, I love the habitation of Your house 

People:           and the place where Your glory dwells. 
  

Pastor:             My foot stands on level ground; 

People:            in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 
  

Pastor:            Your words were found, and I ate them, 

People:           and Your words became to me a joy and       
         the delight of my heart, 

 

Pastor:            for I am called by Your name, 

People:          O LORD, God of hosts. 

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  

Pastor:       Father of mercy and grace, 

People:     Even though I deserve nothing but death  

because of my sins, I ask You not to sweep my 

soul away with sinners, nor my life with 

bloodthirsty men, in whose hands are evil 

devices, and whose right hands are full of 

bribes. Your steadfast love in the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus is displayed before 

my eyes. Lord, I believe, and I ask that You 

would forgive me for Christ’s sake, granting me 

the help of Your Spirit, for I desire to walk in 

Your faithfulness. 
 

Pastor:       “Thus says the LORD: ‘If you return, I will restore  
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you, and you shall stand before Me.’” Therefore, 

in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Jeremiah 15:19 

People:     Amen. 

  
INTROIT Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

  

Pastor:       Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give  

                  you the desires of your heart.  

People:     Commit your way to the LORD; trust in Him,  

  and He will act. 
Pastor:       He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,  

                  and your justice as the noonday. 

People:     Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for 

Him; fret not yourself over the one who 

prospers in his way, over the man who carries 

out evil devices! 

All:           Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the  

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor:       Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give  

                  you the desires of your heart. 

 

KYRIE 

  

Pastor:       From a place of peace, we pray for mercy. 

People:     Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:       Upon us, our loved ones, and all who are far from  

  God.  

 People:    Lord, have mercy. 

 Pastor:     Upon the preaching of the cross of Christ to every  

                 creature. 

People:    Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor:      Help, save, and deliver all who cry to You for help,  

                 good Lord.     

People:    Amen. 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis” (TLH page 7) 

  

Pastor:       Glory be to God on high, 

People:      and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee. 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for 

Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father 

Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 

Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the 

Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

  

SALUTATION 
  

Pastor:            The Lord be with you. 

People:           And also with you. 
  

Pastor:            Let us pray.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor:     Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the  

agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. 

Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and 

follow Him wherever He leads; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:    Amen. 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15–21 (The 

Struggles of Jeremiah) 

  

Pastor:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
   

VERSE Psalm 34:9, 19 alt.; Matthew 16:25 

 

Pastor: Fear the LORD, you His saints, 

People: for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

Pastor: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

People: but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 12:9–21 (Marks of a True Christian) 

   

Pastor:            This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:           Thanks be to God. 
  

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

Pastor: Alleluia! Whoever would save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will 

find it. 

People:     Alleluia! 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28 (The Cost of 

Discipleship) 

  

Pastor:         The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the  

    16th chapter. 

People:       Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 

  

Pastor:         This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:        Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 

thence he shall come to judge the Living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

  
HYMN OF THE DAY “‘Come, Follow Me,’ Said Christ, 

The Lord”    LW 379 
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SERMON – It’s Never Easy  

 

OFFERING 

  
OFFERTORY LW page 175  

  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
  

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  
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Hymn “Take My Life, O Lord, Renew” LW 404 

  

THE CLOSING COLLECT 

  
Pastor:     Let us pray. Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy  

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant that 

we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them, that by the patience and 

comfort of Thy holy Word we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

which Thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

 

People:   Amen.  
  

BENEDICTION 

  

Pastor:     The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and + give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People:    Amen. Amen. Amen. 

  
CLOSING HYMN “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”  LW 

216 

  
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 3. Copyright © 2014 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for comfort for the family of Ray 

 Huxel.  Ray passed away this past Monday.  Visitation was held 

this last Thursday with a funeral service and burial here at 

Ebenezer this past Friday.  Ray is survived by his sons, Keith 

Huxel and Steve Huxel and wife Annette and his grandchildren,  

Lanna, Anissa and Levi. 

 

We also pray that the Lord would comfort the family of Sherry 

Wagenbach, who passed away this past Monday in Virginia where 

she was living with her sister.  Her cousin, Jim Wesselschmidt, 

asked that we let our congregation members know since she was 

known to many of us. 

 

We pray for the many who are near and dear to us who call out to 

our heavenly Father in their various needs, especially – Paula 

Gleitz, who is now in a rehab center in St. Louis; Samantha 

Brune, as she is recovering from surgery; Phil Hubenthal, as he 

undergoes therapy at home and awaits more surgery this next 

week; Shirley Bourne, Susan Hoemann’s mother, as she is 

undergoing tests, Michael Kleinheider, Lawrence Pelster, 

Brenda Bailey, Debbie Donatti and Ken Skornia, as they still 

have cancer concerns. 

 

We also want to pray for the friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and community, especially, Hulda Althage, Adeline 

Keune, Dalphrine Deppermann, Edna Deppermann, Wilbert 

Helling and his wife Sharon Helling who is hospitalized and 

those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for Missionaries in foreign countries as well as in our 

own nation, that Your Word proclaimed by them will not 

return empty, we pray especially for Robin McCoy in Thailand 

and John Strasen in Botswana, Africa. 

 

We pray for our ministry here at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

and all the Pastors of our Missouri Synod.  Grant them insight 
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that they may rightly and faithfully speak both Law and Gospel for 

the good of Your people. 

 

We pray for our cities and towns – those who govern them and 

the people who dwell in them.  We ask that those who work for 

peace and justice may be strengthened and those who cause 

turmoil and injustice may repent.  Please remember and grant 

wisdom to our elected officials especially our President, Vice 

President, Governors of all our States, and Judges and all 

those who keep peace in our communities, respond to 

emergencies of health, fire, flood and who meet the physical 

and emotional needs of those who rely on them. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We are 

very glad you are here for our worship services on this Twelfth 

Sunday after Pentecost.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our worship services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near the 

front entrance with your name, address, and Church affiliation.  

Thank you! 

 

Would you like to sing praises to God?  The Mixed Choir will 

begin practicing this coming Wednesday, September 3
rd

 from 

7 – 8 PM on the Church balcony.  If you would like more 

information, please call Kathy Scheer.  All are welcome to join! 

 

Recycle Update – We are pleased to report the addition of $22.20 

to our recycle aluminum project.  This brings our total for recycle 

aluminum to $4,546.35 and our grand total for all recycling to 

$8,547.96. 

The recycle paper dumpster is also quite full.  Central Paper Stock 

was called to replace the full dumpster with an empty one.  

Remember that the dumpster company does not want 

CARDBOARD, PLASTIC OR BROWN GROCERY BAGS in the 

container.  Thanks again for your support of our recycling 

project! 

 



 

12 

The Mission Society cookie sale will be September 21
st
 after the 

10:00 service.  The proceeds will go to Orphan Grain Train to 

purchase solar ovens.  Cookies will be $4.00 per dozen.   

Donation of cookies will also be welcome!  More information 

about the solar ovens can be found in the September Newsletter. 

 

Please remember our on-going collection for the Shoeman Water 

Project.  Old shoes may be placed in the box in the Church 

basement. 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Acolytes – Katelyn Bopp and Andrew Inman 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Janice Meyer and Mary Sprick 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions -  $1,340.00 

Plate -           75.25 

Sunday School -                            21.50 

Ed Gardner Memorial -        75.00 

Recycle funds -                             22.20 

              $1,533.95 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship   17 

                       Sunday Worship      74 

 

Sunday School:    Children    8 

                               Adults       19 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday –      Have a safe holiday 

Tuesday –      Elder’s Meeting   7:00 PM 

Wednesday – Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                        Choir 7:00 – 8:00 PM 
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Friday –         Ladies Aid Luncheon  11:30 AM 

Saturday –    Worship with Holy Communion 5:00 PM 

 

 

  

 


