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Session 10

THE SAVIOR’S DEATH AND BURIAL—
VICTORY
(John 19:29–42)

FOCUS
Recently the Princeton Religion Research Center reported that 56 percent

of Americans describe themselves as Christians. Nevertheless, when asked about
their death, they worry that they will not be forgiven. Half of all professing
Christians interviewed admitted they worry that when they die they will be cut
off from God.

Why do many Christians fear death? doubt their forgiveness? How can a
firm acceptance of Christ’s words “It is finished!” and His victory comfort us in
our doubts?

INFORM
Jesus’ death marks the pivotal event in human history. Every Sunday

Christians confess this event in the Apostles’ Creed: Jesus “was crucified, died
and was buried.”

1. Read John 19:29. Before being nailed to the cross, Jesus refuses a mind-
numbing drink (Matthew 27:34). Why does Jesus request and receive
that drink now?

2. Read John 19:30. What was “finished” on Good Friday? John writes
that Jesus gives up His spirit. Why this unusual description of death?
Why do we call this day Good Friday? What other events attended
Jesus’ death? Read Matthew 27:51–54. What does each event teach 
us about the significance of Jesus’ death?

3. Read John 19:31–32. What is the “day of Preparation”? Why break the
legs? What legalistic details chiefly concern the Jewish leaders at this
moment?



	  

4. Read John 19:33–37. Why do the soldiers pierce Jesus’ side? As John
points out that the Scriptures are being fulfilled, who guides each event
of Jesus’ passion?

5. Read John 19:38–40. Who was Joseph? Nicodemus? What is myrrh?
What moved these quiet disciples to a newfound boldness?

6. Read John 19:41–42. Whose tomb was it? Read Matthew 27:60. Recall
another famous garden in the Bible. What happens at each garden?

CONNECT
1. Many Christians don’t feel like they are forgiven. What remedy would

you suggest?

2. The events of Good Friday inspired two quiet disciples to greater bold-
ness. Can we be quiet disciples of Jesus? Why or why not?

VISION
I once asked a friend, “If you were to die tonight and God asked you,

‘Why should I let you into heaven?’ what would you say?” He said, “He’d let me
in if I’m worthy.” Evaluate this response on the basis of Jesus’ victory shout. This
week ask someone that question. Be bold in your personal witness!
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