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Sermon for the 7th 
Sunday after Pentecost  

 

The Treasure Is Us!  

 
We have heard a parable on each of the previous two 
Sundays.  We have also heard Jesus explain the meaning of 
these parables to His disciples.  After Jesus explained these 
two parables to His disciples, He continued to teach them 
with three more parables.  These are the parables we heard 
in today’s Gospel … the parable of the treasure in the field, 
the pearl of great price, and the net.  When Jesus asked if 
the disciples understood these parables, the disciples said 
they did and so Jesus continued to teach without explaining 
the parables.  

Text: Matthew 13:44 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. 
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There is a part of me that wishes that Jesus would have 
explained these parables.  You see, there are two opposing 
interpretations for both the parable of the treasure in the field 
and the parable of the pearl of great price.  One of the 
interpretations is disciple-centered and the other is Christ-
centered. 
 
The disciple-centered version goes something like this.  Both 
the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price represent 
some sort of blessing that God wants for us.  They might 
even represent Holy Scripture.  The person who sells 
everything in order to buy the treasure or the pearl 
represents the faithful disciples who will stop at nothing in 
order to obtain the treasure or the pearl.  In other words, the 
faithful disciples will sacrifice anything and everything in 
order to obtain the blessing of God or the Word of God.  This 
is the disciple-centered version. 
 
The Christ-centered version goes like this.  Both the treasure 
in the field and the pearl of great price represent you.  The 
person who sells everything in order to buy the treasure or 
the pearl represents Christ.  In this case, these parables 
teach that you are precious to Christ.  He sells everything, 
even His own Life, in order to redeem you from sin, death, 
and the power of the devil.  This is the Christ-centered 
version. 
 
These two interpretations represent entirely different 
theologies.  How do we determine which interpretation is the 
right interpretation? 
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As I often say, the key to understanding any work of 
literature is context, context, and context.  What does the 
context of the rest of the Bible tell us?  How does Scripture 
interpret Scripture? 
 
When we look at other parables that Jesus told, we get a 
constant teaching.  The lost sheep does not look for the 
shepherd.  The lost coin does not look for the woman.  
Instead, the shepherd leaves the 99 and searches for the 
lost sheep.  The woman who lost the coin searches for it.  In 
another teaching Jesus said that the Good Shepherd lays 
down His life for the sheep.  The theme of God looking for 
His people is constant throughout Scripture. 
 
By the same token, the Scriptures constantly tell us that 
Christ gave His all for sinners.  The Apostle Peter wrote, [1 
Peter 1:18–19] “You were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” Jesus didn’t just 
give all His money, but He actually shed His blood and gave 
His life for you.  That is how precious you are to Him. 
 
Jesus literally died with nothing.  At the crucifixion, the 
soldiers literally took the clothes off His back so that He hung 
naked on the cross.  As the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle 
Paul to write to the church in Philippi, [Philippians 2:5–8] 
“Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.” 
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Jesus did not even keep His body and blood for Himself, but 
gave them to the church.  [Matthew 26:26–28] Now as they 
were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Normally, we say a person has sold 
all he has when he has sold all his possessions, but Jesus 
not only gave all His possessions, but He even gave up His 
body and blood for you.  You are treasured much more than 
the most precious pearl.  Jesus has indeed given His all for 
you. 
 
If the parables in today’s Gospel are to agree with the rest of 
the Bible, then we must say that Jesus compares you to the 
treasure and the pearl.  He, in turn, is the one who sells all 
He has in order to make you His own so that you may live 
with Him forever.  He not only gives all His possessions, but 
He also gives Himself into death for you. 
 
So why do so many good, solid, faithful Bible interpreters go 
with the disciple-centered interpretation? 
 
Some may say that this describes the Christian after the 
Holy Spirit has worked in the heart.  If that is the case, then 
there may be something to their interpretation. 
 
If on the other hand, they insist that sinners must discover 
Jesus on their own, then this is nothing other than a warning 
to us that the old sinful nature is still around.  Any time 
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anyone looks to his own works in order to become right in 
God’s eyes, that is the old sinful nature rearing its ugly head.  
 
Even the most faithful, god-fearing man still has the old sinful 
nature.  As the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to write 
in the epistle we heard a few weeks ago. [Romans 7:15, 18–
20] “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do 
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  For I have the 
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is 
no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
 
The old sinful nature wants you to believe that you must do 
your part to obtain salvation.  It constantly seeks to deceive 
you into thinking that you must do something to earn God’s 
gifts.  It tries to convince you that salvation is not a gift from 
God, but something that you must earn.  It tries to convince 
you that the Scripture is not a gift from God, but something 
that you must find.  The old sinful nature continuously tries to 
convince you that you must contribute to all or at least some 
part of your own salvation.  This is the basis of all false 
religions. 
 
The fact that many say that today’s parables are about us 
finding the treasure on our own should warn you about how 
tricky the enemy is.  He wants nothing more than for you to 
take your eyes off of Jesus and place them on yourself.  
And, as we see in the temptation of Jesus, he is not afraid to 
twist God’s Word to do it. 
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God spared nothing, not even His only Son to redeem you 
from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  He even 
removed His presence away from His Son in a way that we 
cannot understand.  For Jesus cried out from the cross, “My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” God did all this 
to ransom you and make you His own.  He has surrendered 
all so that He could take us worthless sinners and transform 
us into His valuable treasure – His precious pearl. 
 
From today’s parables we learn that God still considers you 
precious in spite of your sinful condition.  We learn that God 
will spare nothing to ransom you from this sinful condition.  
Instead, He will liquidate all of His holdings in order to 
purchase and redeem you from sin, death, and the power of 
the devil.  The holdings Christ liquidated were paid in the 
currency of His holy innocent blood – a shedding of blood 
into death. 
 
We know that Christ’s payment was sufficient.  He did not 
remain in the grave, but rose on the third day.  His 
resurrection assures all who believe that you are indeed 
God’s treasure – His precious pearl.  His resurrection 
assures you that you will also rise from the dead.  It assures 
you that you as God’s precious people will enjoy God’s 
presence forever. 


